
WARM AIR 9 Nov 13 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Peter Coveney  Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe/Jamie Wagner 
                              Duty Pilot: Enya McPherson 
Sunday.     Instructing: Ivor Woodfield 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 
                              Duty Pilot: William Harmon  

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Lionel Page gives the story 

An early start, if I had been there on time. Arrived to have a whole bunch of people waiting - including our 
club captain who could not wait and had gone to collected the key. 
 
First up for a re-rig was GMW and she did not disappoint - at least 30 minutes of rigging and jiggling and 

swearing and eventually she slipped together. 
The singles proved far less painful. 
 
First up in the newly rigged GMW was a new, 
very keen junior member - Jack Foot. He took 
over the controls on aerotow and handled it very 
well for someone with only a few flights under 
his belt. 
 
Next was a demo of primary effects of controls 
and down to almost circuit height before minor 
skill by yours truly got us up to 1,500ft where 
after Jack took over and we climbed well over 
2,500ft. 
 
This lead to some pilots believing that the sky 

held much promise and launched, only to find themselves returning to base rather sooner than expected. 
There was lift but even more VERY strong sink. 
 
Rudolf and Karl tried the conditions and found them 
rather challenging and rough (18kts across the vector 
and very turbulent.) 
 
Genny launched with me as a passenger and she seem 
to find the lift and avoid the sink - 1h 21 later with 
Gary warning that the tow pilot had left for the day 
and a retrieve from North Shore would be a de-rig. 
(We were only at Dot Com mansion - nowhere near 
North Shore.) It was almost beer O’Clock and I had a 
dance concert to attend (you gotta love having 
daughters.) 
 
All packed up and closed up by 6pm - just enough time for me to make the start of the concert! 
 



All in all, a tricky, testing day that was well handled by the pilots flying.  

 

SUNDAY Towie Craig Rook gets to start   

As I drove to the airfield in the rain, and with 
forecast afternoon rain, I didn't expect much 
much flying would take place. In fact we filled 
up the flight log with 19 flights for the day. 
 
Youth Glide were out nice and early with the 
first flight away at 10:40, then there was a 
steady stream of the usual suspects right up to 
18:00. 
 
Lift was patchy throughout the day and we had 
to dodge isolated patches of rain, but Ivor 



stole the show in VF with the longest flight of the day of 112 minutes. 
 
Karl Bridges did a great job waving off the gliders 
most of the day with a make shift bat using the tow 
rope reel (where is the bat?), but when he went 
home mid afternoon, I was lining up for yet another 
flight with no wing runner in sight. As I taxied past 
the caravan, I caught Garys eye and gave him the 
look of "come on rattle ya dags" He looked somewhat 
perplexed with the look of "huh where's Karl gone" 
 
Jamie Wagner a potential new tow pilot turned up 
and introduced himself, so I took him for a few 
flights to show him what its all about. He seemed 

very keen on all the happenings and even put his name down for a glide, which he waited patiently for later in 
the day. I hope I didn't scare him off and that he comes back for more. It was a nice to meet you Jamie and 
welcome. 
 
Derry turned up for his BFR. I 
always enjoy these with the sim 
rope break when they bung of at 
300ft. Well as we passed thru 700 
ft I guessed it was a fail!! Sure 
enough another flight was taken, so 
I offered to give them a proper low 
level emergency but this was 
declined. The 2nd sim rope break 
was to almost 1000ft, whatever 
happened to the low sim rope 
breaks? 
Just before we were to pack up for 
the day, the newly appointed Refueller/Cleaner turned up, filled up the 3 empty cans and gave RDW a good 
clean. Nice job!! Well actually Peter T was preparing for a tow flight the next day up near Whangarei. 
 
Great days flying. 
 
Instructor Ray Goat…I mean… Burns  reports:  Sunday was a bit calmer than Saturday, with a wee breeze of 
about 8kts straight down the strip all day. Matthew and I arrived around 9ish with a new member Jack into a 
low overcast and a some very light rain.  The beasts were extracted from their wee tin house and given the 

usual inspection.  A good turnout of 
members trickled in over a couple of 
hours.   
 
The first flight was away at 10:41 
with pretty much a sleigh ride, 
although the sky looked as if it had 
more promise.  The day started to 
warm nicely and Jack, in the second 
flight, got the best of the conditions 
and experienced some strong 
thermalling.  Shortly after that we 
experienced a bit of overdevelopment 
which cutoff the heating quite nicely 
and made the conditions a little more 
challenging for the rest of the day.   



 
By 6pm we had squeezed in 19 flights which included (in no particular order) Tony's completion of his B-Cert - 
congrats Tony (more MP competition looming), Nathan's fourth solo, a trial flight, Kishan's first in MP (even 
more competition!), a short blast around the block for our new tow-pilot-to-be Jamie (just so he knows what 
life is like on the other end of the rope), and then, just to make sure we weren't getting bored in the back, a 
BFR with Derry.  In between times, Gary, Tony and Ivor thrashed about in the singles, with Ivor showing how 
it is done with a very credible 112mins in GVF.   
 
All packed away and an ale or two enjoyed by 1900. 
 
52nd AUSTRALIAN MULTICLASS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS  Our Steve Wallace competed and sent 
in this report: 
 
A quick overview of my trip to Aus to compete in the 52nd Australian Multiclass National Championships. 
 
Wow, what a great a place to go thermal flying! Two practice days, ten competition days and even the 
compulsory rest day was a stunner. In 12 flying days I added just over 50 hours and 3,700km of x-country 
flying to my log book. 
 
Some stats that tell the story: 
 
My longest task was 505km flown at 108kph. 
Fastest task was 320km flown at 129kph 
Best thermal, 11.4kts average from 5,000¹ to 9,000¹. 
My favourite flight was a 270km task flown in just 5 thermals! 
 
5th place overall which I was happy enough with as with a bit more experience and the sorting of a few 
technical issues I know I could go a lot faster. 
 

 



BANK ACCOUNTS 

We have closed down the ASB bank account and only have the Kiwibank Account, That’s the account number at 
the top of each Warm Air.  Those who might have the old ASB account number please change to the Kiwibank 
account. 

TAILPIECE   

The new roster is below taking us through to the end of January…almost 2014 already.    If any of this does 
not suit please arrange your own swap.   There are blanks available through the Christmas holiday period and 
we will be flying.  We do plan to go to Matamata 28 Dec through to the 5th of Jan. 

WARM AIR 

 

 

 

THE END OF OUR BLANIK, GONE TO A NEW HOME WITH AN ATC 
SQUADRON 

 

 

NEW ROSTER BELOW  

 

 
 



DUTY ROSTER FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2013, JANUARY 2014 Final 
            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

  2 am B Hocking  L Page C Rook 
NOVEMBER   pm       

  3 am B Mawhinney  R Burns R Brookes 

    pm       

  9 am E McPherson  P Coveney P Thorpe / 
    pm     Jamie Wagner 

  10 am W Harman I Woodfield R Carswell 
    pm        

  16 am T O’Rourke  S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm       

  17 am  K Pillai R Burns G Lake 
    pm       

  23 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook 
    pm       

  24 am J Pote R Burns P Thorpe / 
    pm     Jamie Wagner 

  30 am T Prentice P Thorpe D Belcher 

    pm       

DECEMBER 1 am G Rosenfeldt I Woodfield R Carswell 

    pm       

  7 am J Rosenfeldt A MacKay G Lake 
    pm       

  8 am R Struyck L Page C Rook 
    pm       

  14 am R Thompson D Todd P Thorpe /  

    pm     J Wagner 

  15 am G Healey S Wallace R Carswell 
  pm       

  21 am M Belcher P Thorpe J Wagner 
    pm       

  22 am K Bhashyam R Carswell D Belcher 

    pm       

  28 am   XMAS   
    pm   ROSTER   

  29 am   XMAS   
    pm   ROSTER   

  4 am   XMAS   
`JANUARY 2014   pm   ROSTER   

  5 am   XMAS   

    pm   ROSTER   

  11 am K Boyes P Coveney G Lake 
    pm       

  12 am K Bridges R Burns C Rook 
    pm       

  18 am S Foreman R Carswell P Thorpe 
    pm       

  19 am R Forster I Woodfield D Belcher 
    pm       

  25 am D Foxcroft S Wallace  J Wagner 
    pm       

  26 am N Graves P Thorpe R Carswell 
    pm       

AUCKLAND 27 am C Hall L Page G Lake 
ANNIVERSARY   pm       

 


