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THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Andy McKay  

  Towing: Ryan Brookes 

                              Duty Pilot: Steve Foreman 

Sunday.     Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Marc Oliver 

                              Duty Pilot: Jonathan Pote  

SUNDAY: WE ARE GOING TO OPERATE OUT OF NORTH SHORE AIRFIELD 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Steve Wallace tells all., 

The early crew had arrived and were already hard at work on a hangar door by the time the non-working flying 

types arrived. MW and the caravan were set up on 26 with a couple of trial flighters at the ready. 

 

First launch was delayed however as the Warbirds started to arrive in true warbird buzz and break style, or 

in the case of the Trojan buzz, roll and break. The trial flighters didn't seem to mind the distraction however 

and we were in the air shortly after the last Harvard engine rumbled to a halt. The day was still quite 

overcast at this point and the cloud base was only 

2,000' meaning the first flight was not overly long. 

The second did a little better though as the cloud 

had lifted to 2,300' and had started to break up, 

letting a bit of sun and heating through thus kicking 

off a weak thermal or two. These two flights had 

given the Warbird pilots enough time to finish their 

tea and scones and we again suspended gliding for an 

hour while the Warbirds treated us to our own 

private airshow. I think we did better than the power 

section as the various displays seemed to centre 

themselves on our caravan and we really did have 

front row seats.  

 

The displays did also give the sky a chance to get going for the day and first up after the interlude was Tony. 

We had advised the tow pilot we were looking for a brakes out signal on the ground before launch but some 

taxing warbirds caused both student and instructor to immediately forget this and wonder what the tow pilot 

was doing as he took his time getting going in the take off roll (waiting for the brakes out which never 

happened). The in air signal at the top of the tow was remembered though and a very obvious tail waggle was 

received and understood. Readying ourselves for the circuit at 1,100' Tony Prentice ran into a bit of lift and 

showed some great low level accurate thermal flying skills to climb away back up to 2,300' where a nice cloud 

street enabled us to dolphin soar up wind for a good few kilometres without losing height. Rudolph Struyck 

was then able to enjoy a solo flight in the twin and the day was finished off with a couple of flights with 

Genny Healey getting spiral dives signed off and some aerotow upset and release practice in and also some low 

level thermaling.  

 

A very entertaining day all round. 

 

Chief Towie Graham adds:  These requests for rudder waggling on the ground roll…it just ain’t gonna happen.  
The rudder is directly coupled to the nose-wheel and we do not plan on abusing that…. just so you can get a 



visual signal to put your air brakes away.  You are going to get snarled at on the radio.  The mirror is pretty 
small and makes it hard see if the airbrakes are out so you might not get the signal in the air either.  Aside 
from the Radio, the one sure visual signal is when the towie lets go of the rope.  Try not to lose it from there. 

SUNDAY Baby instructor Ivor Woodfield tells all 

The day started early, with a few people already waiting at the gate when I showed up with the key at 8.30. 

Work started immediately to extract the gliders and 

DI the tractors. All the while the sky was turning 

ominously grey. As we were about to set up on 26 the 

rain arrived and we were forced to shelter in the 

hanger.  However, despite being grey and cold for a 

while, things soon cleared,  and the sunshine returned.  

 

Our two youth glide students had taken 'advantage' 

of the weather to get a good theory session under 

their 

belts, and they were now ready to fly.  Despite the 

rain delay, we were flying by 11.30, with a total of 13 

launches between then and 6pm. These included 6 

singles launches,  including one by SWN. Good to see Neville's machine back in the air. Among the memorable 

moments, Kishan Bhashyam demonstrated how fast decent occurs with a simulated 'brakes jammed open' 

landing, Genny Healey completed a no 

instrument circuit, landing well, and we had an 

enthusiastic trial flighter, Adrian, who is very 

keen to take up gliding with us.  Nice cake 

thanks Genny. 

 

Towie Peter Thorpe continues:  An early start 
for YouthGlide started off well with lots of 

activity before 0900 but just when we had 

the tow plane and MW outside for DI it 

actually began to rain.  It did not last long so 

we began to dry off the wings but then 

another shower came through so we had to 

start drying again.  At least the wings are now 

nice and clean of dust but it did delay our 

start flying time.  We set up on 26 and first flight was at 1130.  We had to dodge some clouds to reach 

2000ft but there were a few bumps in the air to encourage the single seat brigade.  Ivor and Ray took a 

student each and then Ivor tried to take a prospective  

 

new member for a trial flight.  The wind changed so we decamped to 08 and then found that the crash gate 

had been locked without our lock in the circuit so we could not open the gate to let everyone in.  BOPS said 

they would ask the Fire Crew to unlock it but they were very busy (I couldn't see any fires!!) and we ended up 

waiting for nearly an hour by which time the wind changed again so we went back to 26.  The third flight of 

the day did not launch until 1352 but then there was a rush to launch three singles followed by dual flights for 

Kishan and Tony, some more singles and the day finished with two flights for Genny.  Packed up soon after 

1800 and time for a quick wet one before heading home.  12 flights for the day. 



 

THE GREAT HANGAR REPAINT … DOORS THIS TIME. 

 

Another door on the western end got the treatment on 

Saturday.  A smallish group got stuck in and had this one done 

by 3pm.  Well done to Derry Belcher, Roy Whitby, Gary Patten, 

Ivor Woodfield Steve Foreman and a couple of late comers.  

Only five more doors to go.  Now we know how to do this we 

could tackle two doors at once. 

 

NORTH SHORE DEPLOYMENT THIS SUNDAY 

 

The North Shore Aero Club has asked if would be interested in deploying to their field for one day to give 

their members a chance to try out gliding.  They are very keen for us to come and so we are going…this coming 

Sunday.  They expect us around 1100/1130 and we plan to aero tow at least the twin and probably the club 

singles too.  For those who thought this would be a good chance for a cross country aerotow sign off….too 

late,  Genny Healey has beaten you all to the seat.   Mind you if she does not turn up in time…..   

 

We should at least take the single trailers and maybe the twins too.  Any privateers should de rig and trailer 

over.  We will need to take the books, clock, radios etc from the caravan and operate from a vehicle.  We will 

also need a 4WD or two to be the red tractor.  Don’t forget tow ropes, pickets, the big green bat,  hand held 

radio, batteries etc and it all needs to come back. Make sure you take all our wing wheels to make recoveries 

quicker than walking pace.  Customers and weather permitting we plan to fly till about 6pm.   

 

Those who want to fly the twin this weekend should make sure they come out Saturday and not expect a run 

Sunday unless we run out of customers.    We will try to accommodate our members as this is a great chance 

to fly where the familiar landmarks are not available and you have to fly angles to your touchdown point. 

ENYA MCPHERSON VISITS WHANGAREI 

Whangarei gliding club, a place I’d never been to before, K13, a glider I’d never flown before and winching a 

launch type still very foreign to me. These things all meant a very interesting yet challenging weekend ahead. 

No. 3 Squadron Air 

Training Corps 

travelled up from 

Auckland on Friday 

evening, greeted by 

20 squadron of 

Whangarei we 

pitched tents and 

got ready for 

Saturday’s flying 

antics! A lot to look 

forward to for our 

35 very excited 

cadets. 

We started gliding 

about 0800 on 

Saturday and 

throughout the 

weekend every 

cadet got two glider 

flights and a flight 

in a Cessna 172. A 
(I know it’s not a glider, but since I was up early enough for a sunrise, I have to share!) 



great start for Youth Glide movements in the Northern Region!  

Thanks to Whangarei gliding club for their hospitality and glider flights throughout the weekend, they were 

all thoroughly enjoyed by all even though the thermals weren’t on our side. We flew right up until dusk on 

Saturday and again until lunch on Sunday before heading off for the road trip home. A great weekend had by 

all.  

To all youth glide members; flying at a different airfield in a different glider makes for a great challenge! I 

learnt so much just being in an unknown gliding environment for two days! I highly recommend a road trip or 

even book some flights to a foreign airfield and see where the journey takes you! Clubs around New Zealand 

love hosting youth members and do what they can to make your gliding experiences memorable and worthwhile. 

 

See you at the field       

 
WARM AIR                      

 

 

If at first you don’t succeed, 

destroy all evidence you ever tried 

 

 

 

 



DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2013   

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Events 

WAITANGI  6 am D Grey I Woodfield/R Burns P Thorpe  

DAY   pm        

  9 am N Graves R Carswell A Sunde  

    pm        

  10 am R Thonson R Burns R Carswell  

    pm         

  16 am G Healey R Carswell A Sunde  

    pm        

  17 am G Hodge A McKay C Rook  

    pm        

  23 am E McPherson D Todd G Lake Hangar  

    pm       Doors 

  24 am M Belcher L Page A Sunde 30 Sqn ATC 

    pm        am only 

  2 am T O'Rourke S Wallace R Carswell  

MARCH   pm        

  3 am I O'Keefe I Woodfield P Thorpe Youth 

    pm       Glide 

  9 am S Foreman A McKay R Brookes  

    pm        

  10 am J Pote R Carswell M Oliver North  

    pm       Shore 

  16 am K Pillai R Burns C Rook  

    pm        

  17 am T Prentice L Page G Lake 5 Sqn  

  pm       ATC am 

  23 am J Rosenfeldt S Wallace R Carswell  

    pm        

  24 am G Rosenfeldt I Woodfield A Sunde 30 Sqn ATC  

    pm       All day 

  29 am S Saunders P Thorpe C Rook  

    pm        

EASTER 30 am R Struyck D Todd R Brookes  

    pm        

WEEKEND 31 am R Whitby R Carswell M Oliver  

    pm        

  1 am K Bhashyam P Coveney A Sunde  

APRIL   pm        

  6 am S Foreman R Burns P Thorpe  

    pm        

  7 am D Foxcroft I Woodfield G Lake Youth 

    pm       Glide 

  13 am D Grey L Page R Carswell Jump  

    pm       Start 

  14 am G Patten S Wallace R Brookes  

    pm        

  20 am C Hall P Thorpe C Rook 19 Sqn ATC  

 
  pm       All day 

 21 am G Healey D Todd G Lake 19 Sqn ATC  

    pm   All day 

ANZAC 25 am G Hodge L Page R Brookes  

DAY   pm        

  27 am E McPherson P Coveney P Thorpe  

    pm        

  28 am C Hall I Woodfield M Oliver  

    pm        

 

 


