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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Steve Wallace                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Graham Lake 
                              Duty Pilot: Enya McPherson 
Sunday.     Instructing: Ray Burns 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot: Campbell Hall 

SATURDAY - OFF TO DRURY - EARLY START 0900 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Instructor Peter Coveney gets first hack 

Earlier in the week Jonothan had optimistically pre-warned those interested that the outlook for Saturday 
was looking particularly good for those keen on a badge flight or declared task. However the weather in these 
regions can be particularly tricky to predict and consequently Saturday dawned cloudy, breezy and somewhat 
cold. I am glad I thought to throw in a shirt and a jacket because I sure needed them. The visit to the Main 
Gate and Base Ops was uneventful with no forecast Air Force movements. I rocked up to the crash gate to 
find only Duty Pilot Rudolf already there. As more folks arrived we eventually got all the gliders out and put 
the Yellow Peril where the towpilot would find it and set about getting ready for what the day might bring. I 
had been briefed to expect some Trial Flighters and Tony Prentice was keen to get his Pax Rating done. 
  
The wind was almost 90 degrees to the vector in use ( 26 ) so we set up at the hangar end. By now a good 
bunch had arrived so we had Neville, Roy, Robert Forster, Tony, Rudolf and myself and of course Peter T to 
fly the towplane. Andy MacKay arrived with a lady cousin who was keen to try gliding. 
  
Tony's passenger rating went off well with a very good briefing for me, the "new to flying" type, who would 
have won an Oscar for his performance as an air sick back seater. As it turned out there was quite a bit of 
lift around and we managed 40 mins. 
  
I had two trial flights to do so after taking Rebecca up for only twenty minutes, ( where did all that lift go ), 
Andy took over MW to take his cousin up. Second trial flighter was Sam who enjoyed quite a long flight of 54 
minutes and a scenic tour of the local area as I pointed out the Dot Com Mansion and the various roads I 
normally see from behind my handlebars.  
  
Meanwhile the singles were out as well. Steve Foreman in KP, Gary Patten and  Roy Whitby in MP and Tony P in 
VF all had flights of various duration. Some as short as 15 minutes as their pilots managed to dodge all that 
lift on offer. The longest flght went to Steve in KP with 2 hours airborne. Robert Forster and I were up for 
69 minutes go as far a field as the other side of Kumeu. (Well, it’s a start for Robert!) . 
  
Unfortunately the day ended with a bit an "Ooops" for Steve when KP's gear collapsed on landing. Efforts to 
lift KP up and return the gear to down and locked failed probably due to something bent in the undercarriage 
department. So we derigged on the spot and put it in its trailer. Hopefully not too long a job to fix otherwise 
Steve will have to fly VF for a while. 
 

Stand in Towie Peter Thorpe adds a little.   I wasn’t supposed to be flying but Derry pleaded with me to do his 
duty so after a micro second of consideration I said yes.  The usual team were there preparing the gliders so 
I refilled the fuel containers, DI’d RDW and refitted the wheel to MW’s trailer that I had taken away to 
repair a slow leak.  That turned into a complete refurbish of the rather corroded wheel and hub but it is back 



looking like new so now I suppose I will have to do the same to the other side.  The ATIS said the wind on the 
ground at Mangere was 190/12 and 205/25 at 2000 ft so it was a 26 day with a 70 degree cross wind – 
nothing we intrepid aviators cannot cope with so the first launch with PC and Tony P was off just before 
midday for a 40 minute flight so there was lift.  Andy came out and took a friend for a ride and PC had two 
trial flights while Steve F, Roy, Gary and Tony took the singles for a blat.  Just one dual training sortie for 
Robert with the last launch just before 1600.  We were putting things away when Steve F arrived back in KP 
but his short landing ended in a cloud of dust when the wheel collapsed and left KP resting on its belly.  Bother 
he said.  It seems a component in the wheel mechanism failed so a derig on the spot was the most effective 
way to remove the glider from the grass.  I had to leave early so I left them to it and departed after 10 
launches for the day. 
 

SUNDAY  Instructor Ivor Woodfield takes the crayon 
 
From mid week there had been predictions of a major convergence set for Sunday, and many a 300K was being 
dreamed of. In the event the day dawned reasonably well and I left for the field expecting a queue of keen 
pilots. At the main gate I met Jonathan, who agreed to collect the keys while I went for a radio and debrief. 
At Base Ops  Polly informed me that there would be several movements throughout the day, the main impact 
on us likely to be a Huey that was to be flying '"low level sorties" from 1100. 

As we opened up, and people started to arrive, it seemed clear that the promise of amazing flying was not 
going to materialise, and despite being ready early, there was no-one wanting to fly at all before lunch. 
At nearly 1300 I went up with Steve Foreman for a backseat refresher, and we soon discovered that the sky 
was in fact much better than it looked. After 50 mins with some good lift (and sink) being found fairly 
regularly we headed back for the trial flighter who had arrived. At this stage there had been no sign of the 
Huey, and the tower was still not on watch. While we were up Jonathan, in GVF and Neville in SWN both 
managed good half hour flights. 

During the flight in GMW we had developed a radio fault, and the remaining flights were done using a 
handheld rather than disrupt the now two trial flighters that were at the field. 
First up was Shona, who confessed to being prone to travel sickness, so the start of the flight was very 
gentle. However, as she settled in she really started to enjoy the experience, and even managed a little hands 
on flying of her own before we landed, having been up for half an hour. Ray then went up in GBU before I went 
up with the next trial flighter, Aiden. He turned out to be a really keen flyer, and was really interested to 
learn as much as he could about the process of gliding, as well as having great fun trying things out, and just 
generally being in the air. Following the flight he hung around helping out and chatting, and generally appeared 
keen to continue further with the sport. 

Jonathan, Gary and Steve all took a turn in a single, with a couple of good hour long flights being achieved in 
what was now a fun, if somewhat unpredictable sky. It was good to see Genny make a brief appearance, still 
clearly keen to stay in touch with the sport, and get back into the air as soon as possible. 
While the singles were up, Shona reappeared. It seems she had enjoyed the experience so much that her 
husband Graeme now wanted a flight of his own. In what turned out to be the last flight of the day, Graeme 
and I had over half an hour of flying around the place, with Graeme again very interested to discover all he 
could about how it all worked. 

Throughout the afternoon, gliders had been being derigged and trailered, such that it was not long after we 
landed, at around 1640, that everything was packed away and ready for next weekend's trip to Drury. While it 
had not been a good cross country day, there was some good flying to be had, and many good stories to be told 
over a beer or two back in the hanger. As we left around 5.30 the tower was still on, as it had been since mid-
afternoon. All in all another good day's flying, although it was a little disappointing to see so few club 
members up flying in such pleasant conditions. 
 
Just as well they all started by standing round gas bagging.  That gave Warm Air plenty of helpers to get 
Creepy de-rigged and in her box.,   Mrs WA came along and mentioned a couple of times the clock was running 
on the hour I promised I would be there.  No problem and with the help of Ivor and one ot two others the job 
was done and we made it to meet friends for lunch.  Phew. 



VISIT TO DRURY - THIS WEEKEND 

 

There are going to be military parachute operations 8 and 9 March that are highly likely to have an adverse  
effect on our club activities.  No problem ...... we will go someplace else.....Drury in fact.    
 
Bright and early on the morning of 8 March 0900 we need to gather at our hangar to aerotow our twin to 
Drury and take the rest by trailer.  We will need our usual paraphenalia, record sheets, tow ropes, picket 
gear, canopy covers,  batteries, chargers, radios, ballast plates, cushions, our big bat, towplane fuel, fuel 
filter.  We will come home on the evening of Sunday 9 March. 
 
The Auckland Club are planning to put on a BBQ Saturday Night.  They also have bunkrooms should anyone 
wish to stay over.   And they have a winch.........  Should be a good weekend. 
 

VISIT TO NORTH SHORE AERO CLUB 

 
JUMPSTART, The annual tandem parachute ride for CanTeen and disadvantaged kids is scheduled for the 
weekend of 5 April.  We will not be able to fly at home, NSAC are keen for a return visit so we are going 
there for Saturday....or Sunday if the WX is not good on Saturday.  We will aerotow the fleet over and back. 
 
YOUTH GLIDE CAMP AT MATAMATA 22 - 27 APR 14  Bill Mace, President of the Matamata Soaring 
Centre writes: 
 

The MSC is planning a Youth Glide Camp for the first week of the April school holidays starting with greeting 
on Easter Monday evening 22nd April and running to Sunday 27th April to be held at Matamata Aerodrome. 
Because of the amount of time and effort put in by the volunteers, it has been decided that it will only be 
held if there are at least 14 Youthglide pilots. Therefore, I need a strong indication of the number of Youth 
Glide pilots your club will be sending. 
 

• Last year's camp was a great success and so we will follow the same concept this year: 
• The camp will cater for all students not matter where they are at in their training. Right from ab-

initio or close to it to those that have their QGP.  
• The idea is that we will be able to progress them along in their training over the week.  

We are aiming for an instructor student ratio of 1:3 but may go to 1:4. 
• Ideally we would like them to have the same instructor all week if possible. 
• The ATC cadet training week runs the week after, so the twin gliders from neighbouring clubs will be 

required for that event also saving on ferrying costs. 
• We would like some parents to be staying at the camp to assist. 
• The age group is restricted to 14 to 25 year olds. Students under 16 will not be allowed to solo on the 

course. If they are up to that standard that can be undertaken at their home club. 
• As with the MSC Cross Country Course, the day will start with briefings and we will plan to fly late 

morning and afternoon as the weather dictates. 
 
As happened last year, the MSC will provide the training and the gliders through the member clubs. Details of 
the cost of gliders and aero tows have not been finalised, but we are anticipating costs of around $650 
including meals (apart from breakfast cereals), accommodation, and a flying allowance each day. 
 
As with other camps, work details will be shared out amongst the students regarding meal prep and clean up 
etc. along with glider prep and tying down etc. 
 
On line registrations and indemnity forms for under age pilots will need to be filled in and a deposit sent 
before the camp begins.  
 
As you will appreciate planning is in its infancy but the first thing is to find out how many are interested and I 
need that information as soon as possible. 



 
I have attached a notice and on it can be found links for on line registration, the information sheet, and the 
consent and release forms. 
 

 
 
Club Youth Members,  Interested??? should be a good week.  Contact Bill Mace directly or via Ray Burns 

Evening Sunday 21st to Sunday 28th April 2013 

Designed to advance pilots from all ranges of experience as far as possible in the week.  

Yes even ab-initio (as long as they have had a flight and are keen to carry on). 

There will be an extensive range of briefing subjects from A & B Certificate to advanced subjects 
as have been delivered to the Cross Country Courses. 

Please see your Club President, Secretary, or Youth Flying Coordinator for details or email direct to  

Bill Mace <wajvmace@gmail.com> 

Information Sheet, Registration, Consent, and Liability Release Forms can be got here. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/f2o0sgzlhqqlynm/GTXxL_dWXI/YG%20info%202013%20%26%20Co
nsent%20Form.doc 

 

Open to GNZ Club members  

15 to 25 year olds. 

MATAMATA SOARING 
CENTRE YOUTHGLIDE 

CAMP,  

MATAMATA. 



 
DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook  
FEBRUARY   pm        

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe  
    pm        

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher  
DAY   pm        

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell  
    pm         
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe  
    pm        
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney D Belcher  
    pm        

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake Drury 
    pm        

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe Drury 
    pm        
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook  
    pm        

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher  
    pm        

  22 am S Foreman R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake  
    pm        

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell  
    pm        
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe  
    pm        

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook Jumpstart 
    pm       NSAC 
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher Jumpstart  
    pm       Alternate 
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe  
WEEKEND   pm        

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm        

ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook  
DAY   pm        

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        

 


