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THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Thursday.     Instructing: Andy McKay 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Ian O'Keefe 

Saturday.     Instructing: Ray Burns                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Jaime Wagner 

                              Duty Pilot: Thomas O'Rourke 

Sunday.     Instructing: Lionel Page 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 

                              Duty Pilot: Gary Patten 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Duty Instructor Ivor Woodfield has first crack 

The day looked very promising first thing as I set off for the field. Base Ops let me know that there would be 

no military movements and we would be sharing the airspace with only the power section.  There was a steady 

crosswind blowing as I opened up the hanger, and it was clear we would be operating from 08. A few people 

turned up not long after I arrived, with Tony Prentice wanting to fly MP and Steve Foreman wanting me to 

move IV so that he could go fly KP. With the first trial flight scheduled for 11 I helped release KP and then 

reluctantly returned IV to the hanger. 

 

With clearance from base ops we set off and established down near the 08 threshold, and were all ready to 

go in time for the arrival of the first trial flighter. The sky was just starting to build and we got a good flight 

in with David, although with strong upper level easterlies and weak lift we were not able to get over to Kumeu 

where he lived. However he was keen to try and return for more gliding and hopefully head out west then. 

Steve Foreman took off around this time, and managed a very respectable 3+ hours, although the lift further 

north was apparently not good so despite a few attempts no epic journey was achieved on this occasion. While 

I was up with a second trial flighter, who was also very positive about the gliding experience, Tony Prentice 

headed up in MP and 

managed over 90 mins 

of interesting local 

flying. 

 

By now the air was 

becoming quite unstable, 

with reasonable lift 

about but also large 

amounts of sink. Around 

2pm Graham Lake 

arrived and went up for 

90 mins in IV, reporting 

that the work done to 

improve the seal around 

the cockpit had been 

well worth the effort. 

We now have a very 

quiet as well as a very 

good looking glider to 



fly. Next flight was Robert Forster, who had not flown for a while, and wanted to do some consolidation. In a 

good flight we managed to not only push out a little further from the field than he had flown previously, but 

he demonstrated some great thermally skills in a reasonably lively sky. While we were up first Roy Whitby and 

then Ian O'Keefe had a turn in MP. I then went up with Kit Boyes for a reasonable 30min flight which 

consolidated some basic skills and had him working through his first circuit onto finals. 

 

Next up in MW was Andy Mackay, who wanted a quick flight from the back seat. By now the lift was largely 

done, and despite really working every little bit of lift available, it was not long before we were reluctantly 

heading back to the field. Encouraged by his earlier flight, Robert Forster took a quick 1000' launch, and 

following a pretty flawless circuit went back up for a short solo flight which again showed off some good 

flying. The day ended off with three circuits for Karl Bridges, culminating in a well planned circuit and an 

accurate landing, so well done Karl. 

 

Flying finished around 6pm, and was followed by a few good yarns over a beer or two. By the time I returned 

the keys and got home, I had been out for well over 10 hours. However, with a total of 16 flights, and some 

good development demonstrated, overall another enjoyable and successful days gliding. 

 

SUNDAY   
 

Towie Peter Thorpe gives his take.   Another beautiful summer's day dawned with a 12 knot easterly breeze 

almost straight down 08 although it moved to the south as the day progressed.  Rex and I and Ben Hocking 

were duty but the only club members were Dave Foxcroft, Roy, Neville Swan and Tony Prentice to start with.  

We duly set up and Dave launched in MP at midday followed by Roy and Rex in MW.  Tony had a go in MP and 

Ivor Woodfield came out to take a young friend for a fly and that was it.  All packed up by 1500 having an 

early drink while waiting for Ivor to land.  Only four flights on a lovely summers day. 

 

Instructor Rex Carswell adds just a touch of detail......Crikey! what a stunning morning - blue sky - gentle 
breeze - and a forecast promising pretty good conditions for gliding.  I arrived at the gate a little late, but 

just ahead of towie  Peter Thorpe.  The only person ahead of us was David Foxcroft.  All good - enough to get 

cracking with setting up - "today is gonna get real busy!" Yep - Roy Whitby, Neville Swan, Tony Prentice and 

duty pilot Ben Hocking were soon there.  Peter left to go and fill up the three empty fuel cans, as we D.I'd 

GMP and GMW.  Someone called out to me that the transponder had stopped working at the tail end of 

Saturdays flying.  "Right-Oh, let's go straight to that!"  Sure enough - dead as a dodo. "Buggar!"  With the 

tower due to be 'on watch' from around 12:30pm, we needed to try and get this sorted.  With help from Roy 

and Neville, we tackled the issue - located the (intermittent) fault - and made a positive repair.  This 

intermittent fault had existed for quite some time.  We are satisfied it is now fixed. 

 

Whilst dealing to the transponder, gliding commenced from 'grass 08' shortly after midday with David 

launching in GMP.  With GMW now operational, we set off to join the others.  David was still airborne - Roy 

was eager to get flying, so offered to take me along too.  Beaut!  Off we went, and following a period of 

'settling in' near to WP, Roy headed off over the forest - and onwards north.  At some point way north of the 

forest and north east of Parakai I commented to Roy saying "I would normally be out of my comfort zone 

here" - to which he replied "so would I be too, but I have an instructor on board ..."   Nothing much was said 

when Roy eventually  turned us around - nothing could be seen of Whenuapai from there.  Anyway, it was a 

lovely flight in easy conditions.  "Better land soon - we've been away best part of an hour - others will be 

waiting ..." 

 

Surprisingly, only four launches for the day.  David - 70 minutes, Roy and I - 53 minutes, Tony - 53 minutes 

also, and final flight by Ivor Woodfield with a friend - 66 minutes. 

 

So, that was the day wrapped up.  Following the usual 'debrief' we departed the hangar around 4:30pm.   

Where was everyone today? 

  

 

 



JUMPSTART 

 

The annual tandem parachute ride for CanTeen and disadvantaged kids is scheduled for the weekend of 5 

April.  Current thinking is we will go somewhere else, probably to Drury.  They are keen for us to visit and see 

our wee towplane. 

 

CFI CORNER  

  

I feel it is time to remind ourselves that stall/spin accidents still claim too many lives in the gliding game.  A 

spin happens if the glider stalls when yawed so that one wing stalls before the other therefore, in simple 

terms, if we avoid those two conditions a spin cannot occur.  We instructors bang on about ‘safe speed near 

the ground’ for a very good reason – if you maintain that safe speed and keep the yaw string central it is 

impossible to spin.  The problem occurs when a pilot gets low and becomes stressed or distracted so that 

their flying is no longer smooth and balanced and maybe without realising it he or she raises the nose a bit 

because the ground is looking a bit close.  In that scenario the airspeed will decrease and because the pilot is 

distracted and not flying in balance, a stall/spin may occur.  It is absolutely vital that when flying at or below 

circuit height from the ground you maintain the ‘safe speed near the ground’ and fly smoothly with well 

coordinated turns onto base leg and finals.  You should constantly monitor the ASI to confirm what the nose 

attitude and sounds are telling you even though you have all demonstrated that you can fly a circuit without 

instruments.   

  

The previous paragraph is all about stall/spin avoidance because the chances of surviving one at or below 

circuit height are very low.  Spins at height are a different matter because they can occur while thermalling.  

We fly close to the stall speed in a continuous turn and it is not uncommon for a thermal gust to stall one 

wing.  Usually lowering the nose will restore turning flight but if a wing drops sharply and a spin develops then 

it is again vital that the standard spin recovery actions are instinctive and instant.  It is too late to start 

thinking about the correct action.  For a wing drop stall, immediate application of sufficient opposite rudder 

to stop further yaw together with lowering the nose to unstall the wings should be sufficient.  If a spin 

develops then the full spin recovery actions must be taken – full opposite rudder – stick centrally forward 

until the spin stops – centralise the rudder and recover from the dive.  In many cases just moving the stick 

forward off the back stop will be enough to stop the spin but other gliders may require more down elevator so 

keep pushing until the spin stops then immediately commence the recovery from the dive.  It ain’t rocket 

science but it is important to apply the actions in the correct sequence and quickly.   We all know that MW 

does not spin easily so it is difficult to give realistic spin training but both single seat gliders will spin easily.  

They also recover easily providing the correct actions are taken.  The correct recovery action is not 

instinctive – nobody likes pushing the stick forward when the nose is pointed at the ground but it has to be 

done so it is important you all practise enough to feel comfortable doing so.  Ask your friendly instructor to 

give you extra spin training and take the opportunity when visiting other clubs to get some dual instruction in 

gliders that do spin readily. 

  

Housekeeping grizzle.  I am continuously surprised that a number of our pilots will go flying with a dirty 

canopy.  A good lookout is vital for safety and that is helped by a clean and sparkling canopy.  They all get 

covered in dust, salt spray and finger prints during a day’s flying so polishing the canopy should be part of the 

Daily Inspection.  Please do so. 

 

PW5 

 

Many will be aware our PW5 suffered a mishap when the wind tore the hold back staple from the holding post.  

The wind swung a hangar door to swing into and damage the leading edge of one wing.  After much discussion 

among the experts as to the correct repair materials and who will sign off the work, it has been decided to 

take her to Sailplane Services.    

 

TAILPIECE 

 



We are expecting to have another weekend where we will not be able to fly at home, military para ops.  We 

are looking at going someplace else for this weekend.  We will let you know 

 

 

New Roster  

 
DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final 

            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook 
FEBRUARY   pm       

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe 
    pm       

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher 
DAY   pm       

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner 
    pm       
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell 
    pm        
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake 
    pm       
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook 
    pm       
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe 
    pm       
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 
    pm       

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell 
    pm       
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe 
    pm       
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook 
    pm       

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher 
    pm       

  22 am G Patten R Burns J Wagner 
    pm       

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake 
    pm       

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell 
    pm       
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe 
    pm       

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook 
    pm       
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher 
    pm       
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 
    pm       
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell 
    pm       

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe 
WEEKEND   pm       

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook 
    pm       
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher 



    pm       
ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook 

DAY   pm       
  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake 
    pm       

 


