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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Lionel Page       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 

                              Duty Pilot: Kris Pillai 

Sunday    Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Graham Lake 

                              Duty Pilot: Jonathan Pote 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Ivor Woodfield gets in first  (doesn't make up for being late next day) 

Saturday was forecast to be showery with 15-18Kt SW winds. Not quite strong enough for the coast, although 

the direction was good. I had arranged to swap with Lionel Page as I was not available for my scheduled duty 

on 6th - thanks Lionel. Ray Burns was heading down to Matamata. However, before he left he had arranged to 

take a guest for a flight, so offered to open the field up early. By the time I arrived around 9.15 the hanger 

was already open and the twin was being made ready. With a tow pilot and duty pilot also arriving shortly 

after, we were soon ready to go. Ray was airborne before 10.30, and towed to 3000. His passenger is studying 

photography and armed with both still and video cameras, wanted to get all the opportunities she could for 

practising her skills in this new environment. 

 

There was plenty of blue sky available between the promising looking clouds, although with the stiff breeze 

the lift was not easy to find. None the less, Ray managed a good flight, and I understand a great many photos 

were captured along the way. By the time Ray and his party had left we still had few, if any takers for 

another flight. After much discussion and thought, duty pilot Kris Pillai decided he and Roy Whitby would take 

the twin up to see what they could find. Tony Prentice  and Gary Patten had also arrived to see what the 

conditions looked like at the field. While all this was going on I worked though some more of the QGP syllabus 

with Rudolph Struyck, with lots of helpful input from others such as Derry Belcher, Gary and Neville Swan. 

Much interesting discussion ensued and all too soon GMW was back on the ground. In the event the flight in 

the twin was the last for the day, with everyone deciding they would wait for the promise of better conditions 

on Sunday. 

 

So it was that we were all packed 

up well before 1500. "Too early to 

open the fridge", so we headed off 

to do chores elsewhere. 

 

Towie Derry Belcher adds.   Ray 
arrived early and got the show 

rolling so he could take a friend 

from Finland for a flight before 

leaving Ivor to instruct for the 

day. 

 

With a brisk SW wind we did a 

grand total of two flights off 

runway 26 then that was it for the 

day with no-one else wanting to fly 

even though there was plenty of 

lift about.... Everybody must be getting too much flying on the west coast to want to fly on 'normal' days now, 



or maybe they are saving for the tow-pilots and instructors Christmas prezzies.  Most likely they are a bit 

gun-shy about changing to pre-paid tow tickets ;). 

 

SUNDAY Instructor Peter Thorpe gets out his crayon 
 

A quiet start to the morning with just Tony Prentice waiting at the gate and catching up on some rest with his 

car seat reclined.  Rex Carswell arrived and then Lionel Page who was keen to give ON an airing after a long 

dry spell so we opened up and did the usual preparations.  Roy Whitby and Neville Swan arrived so we were all 

set up and ready to go by 1130 but 

no customers other than the 

geriatric yacking society.   

 

The wind was brisk but straight 

down 26 so Lionel Page launched 

expecting the conditions to be 

rough but he reported the sky was 

working well and had a good long 

flight while making lots of radio 

calls just to show that ON at last 

had a working radio.  A lot more 

yacking took place around the 

caravan before Tony Prentice and 

Roy Whitby decided to take MW 

for a fly.  Warm Air arrived to take 

IV to Drury for its annuals but then 

decided to have a fly first so he 

launched.  Gary Patten arrived to do his duty but as Neville Swan kindly agreed to continue looking after the 

books, he decided to take MP flying instead.   

 

MW came back and there were no other customers so I thought I would risk my reputation again and went for 

a solo flight in MW.  The sky was certainly active with some good climbs but equally there were some 

horrendous areas of sink where 

the needle indicated 8kts down 

for uncomfortably long periods.  

The wind aloft was SW at around 

25 kts so every time I found a 

good climb near the prison I then 

drifted out of the GAA and had to 

leave the lift.  Gary was reporting 

at the northern edge of the GAA 

well above 3000ft but I could not 

quite get that high and after 

exploring the Greenhithe area to 

check out my property I ended up 

scratching around by Herald 

Island at 1200ft before finally 

joining directly on to right base to 

land after exactly one hour – my 

longest solo flight for quite a 

while.  Nobody else wanted to fly 

so we packed up at 1430 just as Ivor Woodfield arrived to help derig IV – a wee bit late as Warm Air had 

already departed with glider in tow.  I decided the spring growth around the hangar needed some attention so 

I spent an hour mowing the grass while some others who shall remain nameless scoffed a beer, but I was able 

to go home feeling quite virtuous. 



NATHAN GRAVES AT THE REGIONALS......AND HE IS A QGP. Nathan Graves took the PW5 to the 
last couple of days of the Cross Country Course and stayed on for the Regionals.   Ray Burns provides an 
update from Monday 

Just a wee note to let you know that we had a no-

flying day today, which turned out to be quite good.   

I was able to organise a final flight test for Nathan 

with Steve Care , Organised his FRTO exam and 

completed the paperwork for the issuing of his QGP.   

Nathan has paid the money and Eduoard is here, so 

with any luck, Nathan will be able to sort it all out 

with him tomorrow.  So far this week, he’s missed 

50km by 500 metres, five hours by 35 minutes and a 

height gain by 12 feet. I’ve told him it’s all character 

building!  (He must have had the same miserable OO 
I had). 

 

Nathan has managed a landout already, into a nice 

looking field.  He was looking forward to holding the 

Pugsy.....but...he overlooked Hawkeye's fondness for 

the wee jug.  Hawkeye promptly did a landout to 

claim it back.  Not to be outdone Nathan landed out 

again .........and so did Hawkeye. 

 

Well done Nathan, congratulations of your QGP and look forward to your achievements in the future. 

AIRSPACE CHANGES  And one day we hope to get a day where we can ask for and get the new airspace....and 
be able to use it.   

The new airspace changes are effective this weekend.    Most important is that G158 and 159 are no-longer 

ours.  They are replaced with new numbers.  Where we would normally ask for 158 and 159 we should now be 

requesting 155 (Woodhill) , 154 (Whenuapai) and also 156 (Hobsonville).   These are all 2500 to 3500 ft.   The 

really good bit is G153 (Waitoki), 3500 to 4500ft that pretty much encompasses the boundaries of G151, 154, 

155 and 156.  In simple terms, once we get all the airspace open we will have Whenuapai North to the 30nm 

arc up to 4500ft coast to coast with the exception of the bits around Parakai and the Kaipara Harbour.  

beyond the 30nm arc we can go to 6500ft. 

A copy of the new chart is at the end of this newsletter. 

 

 



CHRISTMAS 

 

After much discussion we have decided to stay at home this Christmas, to fly from home and to take 

advantage of our new airspace.  We will fly most days of the holiday break and will aim to have an Instructor 

and Towie rostered on for each day...just to provide some certainty.   

TAILPIECE -  

Steve Wallace, Steve Foreman, Nathan Graves and Ray Burns are at the Regionals in Matamata this week.  Ray 

for the vintage gliders. 

Steve Wallace and Tim Bromhead are battling out the 15 m class.    

 

 

 

 

 



Club Class Nationals 2015 

January 21-31, 2015 

Auckland Gliding Club, Drury 
You’ll really enjoy our site: 

• Located at the foot of the Drury Hills, where 

the bush-clad slopes provide an early start to 

thermal activity 

• Just 2 glides to the early convergence along 

the Firth of Thames 

• Easy access to the Swamp and Kaimai Ridge 

takes you onto the edge of the Central Plateau for 

longer tasks 

• Convenient forest at Maramarua for evening 

thermals to get you home 

Or alternatively, try a different type of terrain: 

• Access the hill country West of the Waikato River without airspace worries 

• Pio Pio via back of Pirongia Mountain, 300 km out & return 

• Plenty of airstrips in the hills 

• How about “around Hamilton airspace”? 

And on the way home, either way, convergences set 

up to make your life interesting. 

Longest flight from our site:  Patrick Driessen, 730 

km FAI Triangle! 

Camping and Catering on site! 

Accommodation handy (lots of options) 

Plenty of “wet day” activities nearby 

 

Email:  clubclass@glidingauckland.co.nz with your enquiries; we already have a list of top class 

competitors to make this a serious contest.  Entries limited to 30 by size of airfield. 



 

 

 

 



Duty Roster for Nov, Dec, Jan 2014/2015 - Final 

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Nov 
1 K BHASHYAM R BURNS D BELCHER   

2 K BRIDGES R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
8 S FOREMAN L PAGE C ROOK   

9 R FORSTER P THORPE D BELCHER   

  
15 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE R CARSWELL   

16 G HEALEY I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

  
22 B HOCKING R BURNS G LAKE   

23 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL C ROOK   

  
29 T O'ROURKE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

30 G PATTEN P THORPE R CARSWELL   

Dec 
6 K PILLAI L PAGE P THORPE   

7 J POTE R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
13 T PRENTICE S WALLACE C ROOK   

14 R STRUYCK R BURNS D BELCHER   

  
20 M WARD P THORPE R CARSWELL   

21 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD G LAKE   

  
27 J FOOT R CARSWELL P THORPE   

28 N GRAVES S WALLACE D BELCHER   

Jan 
3 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL   

4 K BHASHYAM R BURNS G LAKE   

  
10 K BRIDGES P THORPE C ROOK   

11 S FOREMAN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

  
17 R FORSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE   

18 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE G LAKE   

Anniversary 

Weekend 

24 G HEALEY L PAGE R CARSWELL   

25 B HOCKING P THORPE C ROOK   

26 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

Jan/Feb 
31 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE   

1 G PATTEN R CARSWELL G LAKE   

 


