
WARM AIR 6 Apr 12 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Friday.     Instructing:  Ray Burns 

  Towing:  Rex Carswell 
                              Duty Pilot Jonathan Pote 
Saturday.     Instructing:  Peter Coveney 

  Towing:  Graham Lake 
                              Duty Pilot Kishan Bhashyam  
Sunday.     Instructing:  Rex Carswell 

  Towing:  Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot Steve Foreman 
Monday.     Instructing:  Peter Thorpe 

  Towing:  Andrew Sunde 
                              Duty Pilot  Greg Rosenfeldt 

LONG WEEKEND, EASTER, THIS WEEKEND 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY   Instructor Ray Burns does the honours 

A nor’easter brought a fairly unstable sort of day with lots of sink and not much lift.  The tower 
was on watch as most of the Air Force appeared to be de-camp to Ohakea.   

The day started at 10:03 with three Young Eagles and Lester from NS Airfield who is one of the 
organisers of the Young Eagles program.  David Grey jumped in and managed a very credible 41 
minutes for the longest flight of the day, keeping us airborne and out of the way while the tower 
got off the last King Air.  A passenger followed while Roy managed 20 minutes in MP and Krishna bit 
on the brave pill and gave VF a test flight (not quite sure if anyone told Krishna that - but the rest 
of us were impressed!).  Another four short flights with John from Parakai,  Kishan, Connor (a young 
chap brought along by his Grandfather for a second go at it), and Jay to complete the day with a 
hangar landing just as tower came on watch.  13 flights finishing at 1630. 

SUNDAY  Instructro Lionel Page starts us off 
 
Arrived early (for a change) and was greeted by a few Young Eagles waiting eagerly for someone to 
open the gate. Little did they know that Ray was inside with Julian, an other Young Eagle who had 
assisting in getting GMW out and DI'd.  
 
A bit of a briefing for the guys and we trundled off to 08 end of the field. A call from Craig ( just 
as I was about to call him to ask where the hell he was ) said that he was not far away. True - the 
little yellow tow plane arrived at the 08 end fairly soon after the call.  
 
First up was Julian who had a great flight to 2,000ft. Ray gladly accepted my off to take the next 
"victim" James, however unfortunately Craig had loosened his stomach with a flight in the tow plane 
and Ray copped the final straw! (Thanks Ray - I owe you one - but a little unsure if I really owe you 



one as it appears it was two for two with another passenger being sick the day before!)  
 
Next flight had Claire thoroughly enjoying her time up with Ray and I got to take Rix, one of the 
parents for a fun flight amongst the clouds at 2,500ft. Ray kindly helped with with instructional 
flights with David Grey, Kishan and Steve Foreman. Ivor took Kishan up for a pax flight but were 
soon back on the ground. Gary Patten got the longest flight of the day (also the last flight) with 100 
minutes.  We also got to see a couple of C17 Globemasters. One taking off and another one landing.  

 
Ray, Craig, Ivor, Kishan 
and myself were the lucky 
last and had packed away 
all we could, enjoyed a 
beer and waited for Gary 
to return. And wait we 
did. There was lots of talk 
about what we could do if 
the airforce was kind 
enough to provide us with 
an anti-aircraft gun - 
which would have ensured 
that those on the ground 
had some fun while Gary 
enjoyed himself at 
3,000ft.  Even some April 
fool radio calls to try get 
him down did not seem to 

work.  Eventually Gary realised that he had to return some time and "face the music" - we had 
decided that we were now drinking on his tab (in his absence).   Eventually all packed away at approx 
5pm - what a great day! 
 
Towie Craig Rook continues:  I arrived bright and early (not according to the rest),  at 0900 to a 
full car park, but the hangar was eerily deserted, where have all the people gone I thought. OK, so 
it was an easterly wind and everybody was already down at 08 all set to go. Looks like 9am was not 
early enough!! A quick pre flight & taxi to 08 and we were all set for the first launch at about 0930.  
The North Shore Young Eagles (and the Dads) were all keen to go flying in the tow plane too, so I 
took them all up in RDW (one at a time if you are wondering), and they all loved it. It was great to 
see so many smiling young faces (and Lionel who came up for the last tow of the day). 
 
We did 11 flights for the day in rather bumpy conditions, 4 Young Eagles, 2 Bald Eagles (the 
Fathers) followed by flights, all in MW, by David Grey, Kishan, Ivor, Steve Foreman and last and 
probably the longest flight of the day by Gary P. We all packed up by 3pm except Gary who was last 
seen at 3000 ft above the field, as I drove home. 

GARY’S 100 MINUTES 

At the club we have great banter and some cleaver wit; it makes the day fun and the wait shorter. 
Today I think we were all on fire. Perhaps all the hot air on the ground was enough to let what was 
to be my cloud-street hang around.  I watched the sky and wasn’t convinced, the flight times were 
getting less, along with the talk of big sink and the field suddenly seeming a long way away. I had 
resided myself to a bumpy sleigh ride with a 65kt landing. 



More delays of a good kind with the C17’s coming and going. Quite spectacular for such a big beast. 

My turn, not expecting 
much I leave my camera 
and water behind (what 
a never to be repeated 
mistake). In my mind I 
wanted to be dropped 
upwind somewhere 
around the end of Kauri 
rd, and the prison. But 
Craig had other ideas 
and nearing 2000ft and 
heading towards 
Riverhead I was about 
to call for a turn around 
when I felt a possibility. 
I released a little early 
and turned back for it, 
by the time I was 
established and nearing 

cloud base I was in-between the pup and forest ( thank god I didn’t hang onto 2000 ).  One thing 
that surprised me was that the climb and drift wasn’t in line with the clouds and that I was still in 
good lift skirting along the upwind edge of the street at cloud base, like being on my own invisible 
ridge. This was quite visually spectacular and I had gained 100ft by the time I was above the prison 
(oh for my camera).  

I hung around the prison/Herald Is end for a while getting the feel for the cores and how this 
beast was working and slowly tracking south. While it looked like a convergence, it was four large 
thermals that every now and then you could see in-between. There was very strong sink and at times 
strong turbulence between as well. At one point in this I heard a strange rattle; it took me a while 
to work it out, but was able to replicate it by shaking the strap clasp (I had a ghost in the back 
along for the ride).I knew I was close to very close to 30 minutes by my watch, when Ray called up 
to tell me I was bang on 30 and asked how was my side slipping, ha I thought. 

I had dolphin soared up and down, flown straight, flown in and out, flown out and down then thermal  
back up again in my Lucas creek street.  After a little over an hour I called Base Opps to be told all 
incoming traffic was on the ground. Then I began to wonder if now MW went away before VF, which 
was still sitting out, with me all this time thinking when they put her away I’ll come down. At around 
75mins I call glider base to have Ray tell me that MW did in fact go away first, then a pause, and as 
you’re so close to 90mins go for it.   The task of the day had seemed to be side slipping, so I side 
slipped from Herald Is all the way to Riverhead only losing 500ft. Then I tried a series of left and 
rights on the way back. I flew at VR to burn some more height and did some steep turns, and 
climbed back up to do it again. This time height, airframe security, engine, location, and lookout, and 
a couple of wing overs and I was finally losing height. Feeling great and thinking I would rather be 
here flying than at the ‘fridge’ I finally land 100mins later.  A big thanks to everyone for your 
patience and letting me be free. 

 

 



LAST WEEK’S COAST RUN, PICCIES AND VIDEO 
 
Remember the story last week of Ray and Steve’s Coast run, the mention of meeting up with OD and 
Conal Edwards in TX.  TX was fitted with a rear facing camera.  Check out the video, 

 
CONALS VIDEO 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E-
zdTCgSIRQ&context=C4d15e41ADvjVQa1PpcFOuS32OYypW7sh2OegVSYogjtDCEMyRqKE= 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
 

• Easter Landing Competition.  $5 entry fee per flight (plus tow of course) to be used for a 
prize pool. 

• Jumpstart has been delayed until 5/6 May 
 
EASTER LANDING COMPETITION 
 
We do intend to run a landing competition during Easter although the weather is anything but flash.  
According to met Service Friday and Saturday look the best of the days.  $5.00 per entry and you 
will be marked on the whole circuit, not just the landing.  We will firm the date as the weekend gets 
closer. 
 
ANDY WENT TO THE AIR SHOW so did Peter Thorpe and Graham Lake 
 
Just a quick report from the airshow and travel arrangements......firstly, thanks heaps Ray for 
covering my rostered instructor duties - I hope you enjoyed the day as much as I did....weather up 
here looked pretty promising. 
  
Our day started at 04:30 with check in at Airmovements by 5.15am, it was going to be Hercules 
down and back, but substituted Friday afternoon for Boeing - happy days.  My first 757 flight.  A 
very powerful takeoff was interesting, fully loaded with pax but obviously still light overall to take 



off on 08 for the 45min trip down to Ohakea.  A very late full power go-around on landing was fun, 
apparently some Cessna wandered into the flightpath when we were at 250ft agl.  My morning 
started at 7.30am with parking about 3000 cars on the airfield - Carpark 3 as it turned out - and 
got some very frustrated drivers arriving over the next few hours, well past lunchtime as it turned 
out.  My parent came up from Levin and a normal 30mins journey was a 2.5hr trip (they left early 
too!).  I heard stories of 2 hrs from Fielding, and more from the South.  Perhaps they'll consider 
opening the gates a little earlier next time.  I was due to finish parking duty just before lunchtime 
(rolling roster was the briefed idea) but ended up assisting with moving a picket line so a C17 could 
get out into the taxiway. A quick bite at the Mess then a catch up with parents and sister and 
nephew & neice.  Perfect weather, both on the ground and aloft.  No gliders sadly. 
  
Displays were of the usual high standard, with the highlights for me being the NH90 (big, fast, 
quiet) - according the announcer made from some "plastic" stuff that was very damage resistant - 
obviously hadn't heard that 10mins of hovering over an unprepared surface will keep my trade going 
for a month.  Also impressive was the MX2, C17 and FA18 Hornet displays, but I had a good look at 
the French CASA that the PTSU and Logistics guys were drooling over - would make a nice 
replacement for the King Airs with a fair bit more utility I would suggest. 
  
Ran into Peter Thorpe and Graham Lake at the show - I hope they flew down rather than drive like 
Rochelle did, but looked like they were having an interesting time running into old friends. (nope, 
drove for the flexibility to visit with friends Friday and Saturday night.  Left Wanganui 0815 for 
Ohakea and ran into the queue 2 km north of Bulls, took over one and a half hours to travel the 
remaining 4.3km…not enough gates open. 
  
Our original trip back via Boeing was delayed due to a run to Wellington first, so our crew were 
booked on the US Marine Corp Herc (tanker) and of course ended up flying back Singporean Herc - 
their crew were excellent and my seat neighbour gave a brilliant rendition of the "preflight safety 
announcement" in the dead-pan, heavily accented version of "If we should hit the water at 
300knots, please make your way to the underwing escape hatch, directly in line with the propellor 
arcs, or stay in your seat until the props open up an escape path for you" - hilarious.  A very 
enjoyable flight back. 
  
TAILPIECE 
 
Look out for the landing Comp this weekend, $5.00 per entry and you will be judged on your whole 
circuit not just the landing.   
 

See you at the field 
 

WARM AIR                       

 
 

ROSTER BELOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2012 FINAL 
            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

FEBRUARY 
  
  

  

4 am G Patten R Burns P Thorpe 

  pm     A Sunde  

5 am R Whitby A McKay R Carswell 

  pm       

6 am J Pote P Coveney G Lake 

pm 

  11 am 
Kishan 

Bhashyam D Todd C Rook 
  pm 

  12 am Steve Foreman L Page P Thorpe 

 
pm A Sunde 

  18 am Kris Pillai R Burns M Oliver 
  pm 

  19 am Dave Foxcroft A McKay R Carswell 
  pm 

  25 am D Grey P Thorpe A Sunde 
    pm       

  26 am G Patten S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  3 am B Hocking P Coveney A Sunde 
MARCH   pm       

  4 am E McPherson R Burns C Rook 

    pm       

  10 am T O'Rourke L Page G Lake 
    pm       

  11 am F Retief R Carswell M Oliver 
    pm       

  17 am Filming No flying   
  pm at Whenuapai     

  18 am F Retief  R Carswell P Thorpe  
  pm       

  24 am R Thomson P Thorpe R Carswell 

    pm       

  25 am I Woodfield S Wallace A Sunde 

    pm       

  31 am J Harkness Ray Burns R Carswell 

    pm       
  1 am R Whitby L Page C Rook 

APRIL   pm       

  6 am J Pote R Burns R Carswell 
    pm       

EASTER 7 am K Bhashyam P Coveney G Lake 
WEEKEND   pm       

  8 am S Foreman R Carswell P Thorpe 
    pm       

  9 am G Rosenfeldt P Thorpe A Sunde 
    pm       

  14 am K Pillai D Todd P Thorpe 
    pm       

  15 am D Foxcroft R Burns C Rook 
    pm       

  21 am D Grey S Wallace R Carswell 
    pm       

  22 am J Harkness A Mackay G Lake 
    pm       

  28 am B Hocking P Coveney M Oliver 
    pm       

  29 am E McPherson L Page A Sunde 


