
WARM AIR 4 Oct 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Peter Thorpe                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 

                              Duty Pilot: Chris Pillai 

Sunday.     Instructing: Lionel Page 

  Towing: Craig Rook 

                              Duty Pilot: Jonathan Pote 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY - ATC CADETS GLIDING CAMP early start 0830 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Lionel Page reports: 

Day dawned much better than forecast, however there was a very cool breeze and 8/8 cloud. I arrived late 

after a telling off from base ops for not having a pass yet. Point taken - time to get the paperwork done.  

Even though I arrived late - Craig Rook was later but still before anyone else.  

 

Lots of gas bagging ensued, with Roy, Jonathan and Steve Foreman arriving during the course of the morning. 

There was also a lovely German lady Christina Keil, that graced us with her presence and gliding stories.  

 

Lots more gas bagging and comments on the Aero clubs landing competition. Even had a fly by, by a Learjet. 

Eventually called it quits at about 12pm as a few drips were felt but before any significant rain. 

 

No fly day. Bugger. 

 

Not so fast hairy legs..........there was flying, you ran away too soon.   Graham Lake rocked up shortly after the 
programmed  crew had vanished.  Ray Burns stern words about a required fix to IV trailer to reach WOF 

standard were still ringing in his 

ears.  1230, gate locked and no 

one there...where is everyone, its 

not raining nor does it look liek it 

will any time soon.  Over to get 

the key and let one in to start 

wrok.  Gary Patten joined me with 

Ray Burns and Tony Prentice not 

far behind.  Gary helped fix the 

trailer and we decided we had an 

instructor and towie if needed 

otherwise Graham and Gary were 

taking RDW for a wee scenic, 

can't do that in your Pawnee 
either .  After much discussion 
and gazing at a dead looking sky 

the rest gave it away,  Gary and 

Graham headed for on our scenic.  

Down the city, round Rangitoto, 

out to the Noises and back, up 

the North Shore to Okura river and back to Whenuapai.  40 minutes and 9 litres of fuel.  Smooth as with not 

a bump anywhere.   



 

SUNDAY  Towie Graham Lake takes a turn 
 

Sunday started off windy with rain squalls and really did not get better.  Towie Graham lake and instructor 

Rex Carswell arrived in good time as did Gary Patten and Tony Prentice.  There was much discussion there 

mght be a coast run on later in the day but the wind seen=med too far round.  Each time we thought of getting 

a glider out, another rain squall blasted through.  We hung around until 1230 before bowing to the inevitable 

and going home. 

 

ATC CADETS - GLIDING CAMP 

 

This weekend we are hosting a gliding camp for ATC cadets from 19 Squadron.  We will have eleven cadets 

each day for one flight each.  The first group of six will rock up at 0830 with the rest late morning.   Can we 

have an early start and some helpers please.  It would be good if we can have an extra instructor or 

towpilot on Saturday and one of each on Sunday, or at least an instructor.  This will aloow both the instructor 

and towie a break.   

 

LABOUR WEEKEND - UPDATE 

 

As always Ray Burn's request to come visit with the Piako club mentioned how much we enjoyed the Jan Mace 

traditional roast dinner.  It will be on again this year.  To assist with catering can you please let Ray Burns 

ray@rayburns.co.nz know if you think you will be attending. 

 

It's now the end of September and Labour Weekend is approaching fast.  Your club is planning to deploy to 

Matamata for the weekend taking all the club gliders, the towplane and most of the privateers.   We intend to 

go down Saturday morning aerotowing MW.  Nathan Graves has gotten in first for the aerotow down and Jack 

Foot for the Aerotow back.  We look like we have the volunteers to tow down the trailers VF, MP (in their 

trailers) and MW's trailer (just in case someone lands out in MW or the weather is not conducive to an 

Aerotow return).   We do need volunteers to bring them back too and while those who take them down have 

kindly indicated a willingness to bring them back too, it is good if this burden can be shared around.  Hands up 

to Warm Air  please.   Thanks to Ray Burns who organised for a chap to come to the field and give WOF to all 

of the trailers. 
 

The Matamata airfield features a well equipped camping ground with good ablutions and kitchen plus some 

excellent and cheap bunkrooms, -  check these out at http://msc.gliding.co.nz/accommodation/  Alternates 

include motels in Matamata, Morrinsville or further afield. 

 

These camps are normally great fun and great flying especially if the ridge is working.  Time to commit. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The AGM of your club will be on Tuesday 21 October 2014.   Any remits/Notices of motion to the Secretary, 

Ivor Woodfield  mailto:ivor.woodfield@gmail.com  by 8 October 14. 

TAILPIECE 

October already, where did the year go?   This is supposed to be the start of the soaring season.  It wouold 

be nice to break the pattern of nice weather during the week while most are at work, and crappy weather in 

the weekend.  Maybe soon as "Creepy" is getting itchy feet.  We have new airspace to try out..... 

 



Club Class Nationals 2015 

January 21-31, 2015 

Auckland Gliding Club, Drury 
You’ll really enjoy our site: 

• Located at the foot of the Drury Hills, where 

the bush-clad slopes provide an early start to 

thermal activity 

• Just 2 glides to the early convergence along 

the Firth of Thames 

• Easy access to the Swamp and Kaimai Ridge 

takes you onto the edge of the Central Plateau for 

longer tasks 

• Convenient forest at Maramarua for evening 

thermals to get you home 

Or alternatively, try a different type of terrain: 

• Access the hill country West of the Waikato River without airspace worries 

• Pio Pio via back of Pirongia Mountain, 300 km out & return 

• Plenty of airstrips in the hills 

• How about “around Hamilton airspace”? 

And on the way home, either way, convergences set 

up to make your life interesting. 

Longest flight from our site:  Patrick Driessen, 730 

km FAI Triangle! 

Camping and Catering on site! 

Accommodation handy (lots of options) 

Plenty of “wet day” activities nearby 

 

Email:  clubclass@glidingauckland.co.nz with your enquiries; we already have a list of top class 

competitors to make this a serious contest.  Entries limited to 30 by size of airfield. 



  
  

DUTY ROSTER FOR AUG, SEP, OCT 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  2 am G Patten L Page J Wagner  

AUG   pm        

  3 am C Pillai P Thorpe C Rook  

    pm        

  9 am J Pote A MacKay D Belcher  

    pm        

  10 am T Prentice R Carswell P Thorpe  

    pm         

  16 am R Struyck P Coveney R Carswell  

    pm        

  17 am R Whitby D Todd G Lake 5 Sqn ATC 

    pm        

  23 am N Graves R Burns D Belcher  

    pm        

  24 am E McPherson I Woodfield P Thorpe  

    pm        

  30 am K Bashyam L Page D Belcher  

    pm        

  31 am K Bridges P Thorpe G Lake  

    pm        

  6 am S Foreman A MacKay P Thorpe  

SEP   pm        

  7 am R Forster S Wallace P Thorpe  

    pm        

  13 am D Foxcroft R Burns J Wagner Power Sect 

    pm       Comps 

  14 am G Healey D Todd G Lake Power Sect 

    pm       Comps WX day 

General  20 am B Hocking P Coveney P Thorpe  

Election   pm        

  21 am I O'Keefe I Woodfield J Wagner  

    pm        

  27 am T O'Rourke L Page C Rook Power Sect 

    pm       Comps 

Daylight 28 am G Patten R Carswell G Lake Power Sect 

Saving   pm       Comps WX day 

  4 am C Pillai P Thorpe R Carswell 19 Sqn  

OCT   pm       ATC 

  5 am J Pote A MacKay C Rook Camp 

    pm       Both days 

  11 am T Prentice S Wallace P Thorpe 19 Sqn  

    pm       ATC 

  12 am R Struyck R Burns R Carswell Camp 

    pm       Bad WX Alt 

  18 am R Whitby P Coveney G Lake  

    pm        

  19 am N Graves D Todd C Rook 30 Sqn ATC 

    pm        

  25 am E McPherson I Woodfield P Thorpe Matamata 

LABOUR   pm       Matamata 
  26 am K Bashyam P Thorpe R Carswell Matamata 

WEEKEND   pm       Matamata 
  27 am K Bridges R Burns G Lake Matamata 
    pm       Matamata 

   


