
WARM AIR 31 May 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Peter Coveney                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot: Ian O'Keefe  
Sunday.     Instructing: Andy McKay 

  Towing: Craig Rook 
                              Duty Pilot: Thomas O'Rourke 
Monday.     Instructing: Lionel Page 

  Towing: Graham Lake 
                              Duty Pilot: Gary Patten 

SATURDAY - WORKING BEE IN THE MORNING 

SUNDAY - WE HAVE ATC CADETS EARLY START PLEASE 

MONDAY - QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor David Todd starts 

A windy blustery north westerly day gusting 30 knots - but that didn't put Nathan of from signing of the 
almost all of B-Cert.  It was a perfect day for high wind circuits and wind gradient exercise. 
 
One friend also came out for a PAX fight despite my suggestion that it wasn't the best day......and that was 

it... 

Towie Derry Belcher adds some detail:   
Saturday didn't look very pleasant when I 
looked out the window and even less when 
I downloaded the latest GA met briefing 
but after talking with David Todd we 
decided to meet out at the field and he 
kindly dropped me off at Parakai to 
retrieve RDW which was up there 
getting a maintenance check done, the 
regulator overcharging sorted, a new 

rudder installed, some corrosion work carried out 
and some repainting to get her looking neat again. 

First job was to put a temporary registration 
letter on the tail to make the aircraft legal, and 
after a really good look to make sure all the 
control systems were installed properly and a 
preflight, I pushed it outside hoping the wind 
wouldn't blow it away before climbing in!  A quick 
advisory call on the cell-phone to WP tower let 
them know I was coming as I knew they had a P3 



Orion buzzing around.   As it was, everything was sweet and by the time I was strapped in with the plane still 
up the right way it was time to light the fuse and aviate. 
 
I am impressed with the ground handling of this little aircraft in a strong wind as the undercarriage is so 
stiff it doesn't allow the plane to roll with the wind, which can allow the windward wing to lift and start a roll-
over..  Not to say it won't blow over, just that when it does you won't get much indication before reaching its 
limit.  There is no-way we would operate a Piper Cub in those sort of winds unless you had numerous wing-
walkers and someone helping to steer.  Even the Cessna we had would have needed a LOT of care to taxi. 
Anyway, I digress.  Take off with heaps of crosswind, still didn't need full rudder and by 900 feet and not 
much further forward than my take-off point, I set heading towards Waimauku to keep away from the cloud 
and turbulence from the hills.  Even so, the flight back resembled more of an off-road 4 wheel drive 
experience than the usual pot-holed gravel road and WP ATIS reported the 2000 foot wind as 280/38kt. 
 
Once on the ground at WP, GMW was lined up waiting to go with Nathan wanting to do some training in these 
conditions, and he did a pretty good job from my perspective. 
We only did three flights before running out of folk wanting to fly so we packed up early. 
 

SUNDAY Instructor Peter Thorpe starts this time 
 

A mild morning with a far bit of 
cloud at 2500ft but pleasantly 
flyable.  For the second time lately I 
was first to arrive and waited a 
while before Lance and Matt Pawley 
and then Derry joined me.  No 
military traffic and a westerly 
breeze so we in leisurely fashion 
cleaned and DI-ed MW while Derry 
filled the fuel containers and then 
set up on 26.  Matt was keen to 
capitalise on his recent Youth Glide 
course at Matamata where he flew 
the PW-6 and had a ride in the Duo 
so we packed all the weights and 
padding we could find into the front 
seat and launched just after 

midday.  Matt found MW heavy 
and sluggish after the PW-6 so 
we did a second flight to 
refresh him on just how much 
rudder was needed to turn the 
Twin.  Karl joined us with his 
long lensed camera and took a 
selection of shots for Warm Air 
but then decided his back was 
not well enough for flying so he 
went home and left just the 
Pawley family, now including 
Mum and young sister, to do all 
the flying.  Lance and I went for 
a look at the thermals and 
found enough to climb to 
2400ft where the sky became all misty and to stay up for 27 minutes while Lance tried his hand at driving – 



and he did pretty well too.  Another flight for Matt where he was just about back in the groove and we were 
all over Rover by 1500.  Roy and 
Gary were busy trying to 
restore the running gear on 
MP’s trailer and had gone off to 
do some work in the workshop 
so Derry kindly remained behind 
to wait for them while the rest 
of us went home.  We need 
more regular members flying to 
keep the club viable. 
  
Towie Derry Belcher, (what 
again)  continues:   This was a 
lot better day with light wind 
but still nearly total cover of cu 
with bases around 2000 feet or 
so.   Picked up more fuel for the 
towplane and finally got 
underway around midday with 
a total of four flights for the Pawley family, with young Matt getting some good training from Peter T, and his 
dad Lance also having a flight. 

CLUB WORKING BEE 

Your Committee has figured it's about time we had a working bee to tidy up and sort out stuff around and in 
the Hangar.  This is planned for Saturday 31 May, yep Queens Birthday weekend.  More details as we get 
closer but if we can get a good early start we can get finished before lunchtime and get some gliding in too.  
Essential jobs include getting rid of rubbish in the hangar including all the broken fridges and microwaves, 
tidy what we have, cut the grass round the hangar, clean out the caravan etc. 

Lance Pawley has kindly offered us the use of a large trailer so he will be there by 0830 on Saturday.  This is 
mainly a clean-out the hangar session so we need members to do the cleaning and then stay for some flying 
after. 

ATC CADETS SUNDAY 

We are hosting group of ATC cadets this Sunday Morning lead by our Ben Mawhinney.  Eight cadets in all so 
can we have an early start please, 0830 with the aim of first launch at 0900 ish.  Can we have some helpers 
please.  

STEVE WALLACE DINNER 

Many of you know, one of our instructors, Steve Wallace, has been selected to represent New Zealand at the 
World Gliding Championships in Poland.,  He is leaving town in early July.   As it is around our normal mid winter 
dinner we thought it was a real good time to have our mid winter dinner and to make it a benefit for Steve 
Wallace while we were at it.  

We will do this on Sunday 29 June 14 at 1830 at the Browns Bay RSA.  These guys do a really good "all you can 
eat" buffet for $25 per head.  We will also ask for a donation towards Steve's  tilt at the Worlds and 
suggest $20 per head.  This is a great chance to get together and to help one of our very talented instructors 
and contest pilots as he goes up against the world's best.  This is not just for ASC members and the invite is 
open to all. 

Can you please let either Peter Thorpe or Warm Air  know if you intend to come along.   



SEASPRITE WAKE TURBULENCE 

Wake turbulence generated by Seasprite helicopters in calm or light winds can be unpredictable by nature.   
(The Seasprite is the large light grey Navy helicopter).   It can be quite strong and can cause a nasty surprise.  
Please keep this in mind when you land, take off, taxi or fly behind one of these in calm or light wind 
conditions.  It is better to turn in early rather than cross behind a Seasprite.  If the Tower is on they should 
provide you the separation but do not be afraid to speak up if you feel you will be too close.  Crossing the 
wake two to three minutes after the helicopter has passed is a reasonable rule of thumb.   The NH90 may well 
have much the same effect. 

The RNZAF are currently conducting vortex/wake turbulence trials with Seasprites, primarily for ship borne 
operations but are also interested in any meaningful data that can be used in the airfield.  

TAILPIECE 
 
Where have all our flying members gone??  Your club exists because of your participation, you being there, 
doing the stuff we exist for...Gliding in all its beauty.  The strength of a club is measured in its membership 
and the participation of its members.  No activity leads to no club at all.   
 
Cheers 
 
Warm Air 
 

A selection of Roy Whitby's shots from Warbirds Over Wanaka 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Further, Faster, 
Shinier! 

 
Many will remember Steve Wallace’s inspiring presentation at last year’s symposium. 

 
The answer to halting our declining membership is not better recruiting, it is retention 

People leave because they get bored 
Who stays and why? 
X-country pilots stay 

Why? Because they are not bored! 
Surveys show that X-country pilots are: 

The most active 
The most motivated 
The most engaged 

The most enthusiastic 
X-country flying maintains members 

Clubs with a X-country culture are the most successful 
How do we get pilots flying X-country? What can we do as a movement? 

We must: 
Break down the barriers 

COACH pilots along a pathway of smaller easier steps 
Instructors teach How to Fly 

COACHES teach Why we Fly 
COACHES don’t have to be instructors 

COACHES can help set goals 
Goal setting is the key to keeping people motivated 

 
HOW DO WE ESTABLISH A COACHING STRUCTURE 
FOR GLIDING IN NEW ZEALAND? 
 
FIND OUT! - COME TO THE GLIDING NEW ZEALAND 

SYMPOSIUM ON 7 JUNE 2014 



 

DUTY ROSTER FOR MAY, JUNE, JULY 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  3 am K Bhashyam I Woodfield C Rook  

MAY   pm        

  4 am K Boyes A McKay D Belcher  

    pm        

  10 am K Bridges L Page P Thorpe  

    pm        

  11 am S Foreman R Burns R Carswell  

    pm         

  17 am R Forster S Wallace G Lake  

    pm        

  18 am D Foxcroft R Carswell J Wagner  

    pm        

  24 am G Healey D Todd D Belcher  

    pm        

  25 am B Hocking P Thorpe D Belcher  

    pm        

  31 am I O'Keefe P Coveney P Thorpe  

    pm        

JUNE 1 am T O'Rourke A McKay C Rook ATC cadets 

    pm        

QUEENS 2 am G Patten L Page G Lake  

BIRTHDAY   pm        

  7 am R Struyck I Woodfield J Wagner  

    pm        

  8 am T Prentice R Carswell D Belcher  

    pm        

  14 am K Pillai R Burns R Carswell  

    pm        

  15 am E McPherson D Todd P Thorpe  

    pm        

  21 am J Pote S Wallace C Rook  

    pm        

  22 am R Whitby P Thorpe J Wagner  

    pm        

  28 am K Bhashyam P Coveney G Lake  

    pm        

  29 am K Boyes I Woodfield D Belcher  

    pm        

JULY 5 am K Bridges L Page R Carswell  

    pm        

  6 am S Foreman A McKay P Thorpe  

    pm        

  12 am R Forster R Carswell C Rook  

    pm        

  13 am D Foxcroft R Burns J Wagner  

    pm        

  19 am G Healey D Todd D Belcher  

    pm        

  20 am B Hocking P Thorpe G Lake  

    pm        

  26 am I O'Keefe P Coveney P Thorpe  

    pm        

  27 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  

    pm        

 


