
WARM AIR 30 Aug 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Lionel Page                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 
                              Duty Pilot: Kishan Bashyam 
Sunday.     Instructing: Peter Thorpe 

  Towing: Graham Lake 
                              Duty Pilot: Karl Bridges 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY   Instructor Ray Burns starts us off 

RB  A lovely clear blue winters day.  The day started with a scramble looking for the hangar key, eventually 
located in the fuel locker.  (Please put the key back on the hook!).  Derry arrived and shortly afterwards Tony, 

Nathan and Roy.  A 
gently wind from 
across the runway and 
slightly towards the 
SE sent us down to 08.  
Roy started the day 
applying de-greaser to 
the tractors.  I’m sure 
there must have been 
some grease come off 
– somewhere.  Either 
that or it was the $2 
shop de-greaser. 

Just on midday Gary 
and I took to the air 
for a sniffer and found 
very little of anything 
but within an hour 
there were a few more 
clouds and things 
started looking more 
promising.  Roy 

managed a very credible one hour forty for the longest flight.  Nathan and Tony and exercised VF and Chelle 
and I went for a bit of re-fresher.  That was about it for the day.  Everything was packed up by 1600 and the 
day ended with the requisite ale.  Thanks to all for an enjoyable day. 

Towie Derry Belcher adds a detail or two 
 
We started off the day with a game called 'let's find the missing hangar key', and Nathan won this by 
discovering it on the top shelf inside the fuel cabinet.  Well done Nathan!  It will have to be hidden better 
next time, whoever it is in charge of hiding keys... 
 
That was clearly the highlight of the day really, with operations from the 08 end due to the southerly wind.  
The man in the tower came and went mid afternoon and once the clouds started forming there were a few 
good soaring flights done.  In all, seven flights safely returned from their various sorties. 



 

SUNDAY Instructor Ivor Woodfield gets first hack 
 

The sun was shining out of a cloudless blue sky as I left to collect the keys and briefing. Just two Hercules 
departing, most likely before we would be starting operations. The plan was for committee members to meet 
and check out a couple of old buildings before we set up, and sure enough the hangar had hardly been opened 
up before a group of us were heading off for a local site visit. By the time we returned a few people had 
arrived and aircraft were being dragged out and prepared for a day's flying. The wind was a light south 
easterly, so everything was dragged down to the 08 end, although not before a stuck gear mechanism had 
needed fixing in the red tractor. 
 
First flight of the day at around midday was Lionel Page who flew a short circuit before heading back up with 
a keen young passenger in the back. It was clear from his flight that there was very little lift to be had. This 
did not deter Jack Foot who was getting to get more solo flying experience following his successful A cert 
completion the previous weekend. Just a brief but successful flight, adding to his experience. During these 
flights a group of solo pilots had been gathering, all eyeing the sky with a mixture of interest and scepticism, 
and many predictions were being made as to the best time to take to the air. First away was Steve Foreman in 
KP, followed by Nathan Graves in VF and Ray Burns in BU. As they were being launched we had a visit from 
returning member, Bevan Buchanan, who has completed his aeronautical degree and is keen to get back into 
gliding. As a start he went up with Gary Patten in MW. 
 
Next away was Roy Whitby in MP, who was sure the sky was now working well, and he was quickly followed up 
by Derry Belcher in MR, Tony Prentice in VF and Graham Lake in Creepy. When Steve, who had landed back 
after managing half hour in the earlier part of the day, launched for another go, we had a total of 8 aircraft 
in the air, counting RDW, which was believed to be a first for the club at Whenuapai. Overall there were a 
few flights over an hour, with Ray claiming longest flight honours with 108 mins. 
 
As the sky started to die back, I had my first instructional flight of the day with a trial flighter, Ian, keen to 
learn all about gliding. We were not able to find much lift sadly. However Ian had an enjoyable flight during 
which he was surprised to learn how responsive the controls were, and he seemed keen to come back for more 
at some stage. Next up was Bevan, who now wanted to see how much he remembered of his gliding skills. A 
short and well flown set of exercises followed, showing that he is still a good glider pilot after quite a 
considerable break and I am sure he will be back flying very soon. The final flight of the day was an 
experience flight for Jozef who is an RNZAF Engineer, and came across keen to find out what gliding was all 
about. He enjoyed the flying, and was also keenly involved in the derigging activity as the solo gliders were 
being packed away. 
 
With the packing away all over around 5pm, and the fridge contents being checked out thoroughly by 
members, the final act for the day was for Jack to be presented with his A certificate and badge. 
Congratulations to Jack. Overall a great day's flying for the penultimate weekend of the winter, with a total 
of 15 successful flights recorded. 
 
Peter the towie adds just a little..... First up on Sunday was a visit to the old Monterey Park site to look at the 
hangar and a smaller building that we might be able to acquire for the cost of moving them.  An interesting 
prospect but there is a lot more work to be done to see if it is feasible.  Back to the airfield and we were still 
ready to fly by soon after 1130.  The ATIS winds were 130/4 and 130/19 but forecast to move to the south 
west later in the day so it was down to the 08 end to start the day.  Lionel was first away in MW to refresh 
himself before taking a passenger to 2500 ft and then we had a long run of solo flights.  Ray, Derry, Steve F  
and Graham brought their toys out to play and at one stage for a few minutes we had seven gliders airborne.  
It was good to see Bevin Buchanan back on the field and he gave duty instructor Ivor the excuse for one of 
his three flights the whole day.  The wind did move as forecast so it was back to 26 for the last few flights.  
Lots of take off and landing practise for the tow pilot with 15 flights for the day and we only consumed 28 
litres of fuel doing it. 
 
 



LABOUR WEEKEND 
 
Yes, I know it is only August but Labour Weekend is approaching fast.  Your club is planning to deploy to 
Matamata for the weekend taking all the club gliders, the towplane and most of the privateers.   We intend to 
go down Saturday morning aerotowing MW and this is a chance to get cross country towing signed off, first in 
to Peter Thorpe for this one.   We will need three folks to tow down VF, MP (in their trailers) and MW's 
trailer (just in case someone lands out in MW or the weather is not conducive to an Aerotow return.   Anyone 
willing to do this please contact Warm Air.   
 
The airfield features a well equipped camping ground with good ablutions and kitchen plus some excellent and 
cheap bunkrooms, -  check these out at http://msc.gliding.co.nz/accommodation/  Alternates include motels in 
Matamata, Morrinsville or further afield. 
 
These camps are normally great fun and great flying especially if the ridge is working.  Time to start planning. 
 
CROSS COUNTRY COURSE  Below details and an invitation to attend this year's cross country course to be 
held at Matamata Nov 24 to 28 Nov 14.   You must have your CFI approval to attend this course 

Hi Mr CFI, 

 Could you please invite those that you think are ready, and would benefit from our cross-country course.  
Entries close 1st Sept.  The course details are below. 

The Matamata Soaring Centre is running a basic Cross Country Course this year from Nov 24th to 28th. 
Opening night Sunday 23rd. 

This year’s course is aimed at the early cross-country pilot. While we cover out landings, it is expected that 
participants will be able to land accurately and confidently and preferably have done some out landings all 
ready. 

 As usual they will require the use of a single that may be shared with one other from their club and a car 
with a tow bar and a trailer for the glider. 

 The course format will be- 

Sunday 6pm meet and greet with a casual meal and 1st briefing that evening. 

Each day we will start with a briefing, and weather briefing, task set, then flying, followed by debrief. 

 Briefings cover out landings, weather, thermaling, ridge and wave flying, preparation, etc. 

On site accommodation is available (http://msc.gliding.co.nz/accommodation/ ). Get in early to book your spot 
through Ralph Gore. It would help if you came with your accommodation registration filled out. (Available at 
the bottom of the above webpage.) 

Please enter on line here:  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1czh7F1IUmG6E 

Entry to the course is $280. {$120 to cover the overheads. $160 for all meals through the week that Jan will 
be providing. (Please let me know of any dietary considerations you may have.) } Tows and glider use will be 
extra. 

All enquiries to the convener   Bill Mace, subject, X Country 14       wajvmace@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

Now here is a question.......... 

 

Would you tell him..........or 

 

Wait and see what happened 

 

 

 



Club Class Nationals 2015 

January 21-31, 2015 

Auckland Gliding Club, Drury 
You’ll really enjoy our site: 

• Located at the foot of the Drury Hills, where 

the bush-clad slopes provide an early start to 

thermal activity 

• Just 2 glides to the early convergence along 

the Firth of Thames 

• Easy access to the Swamp and Kaimai Ridge 

takes you onto the edge of the Central Plateau for 

longer tasks 

• Convenient forest at Maramarua for evening 

thermals to get you home 

Or alternatively, try a different type of terrain: 

• Access the hill country West of the Waikato River without airspace worries 

• Pio Pio via back of Pirongia Mountain, 300 km out & return 

• Plenty of airstrips in the hills 

• How about “around Hamilton airspace”? 

And on the way home, either way, convergences set 
up to make your life interesting. 

Longest flight from our site:  Patrick Driessen, 730 
km FAI Triangle! 

Camping and Catering on site! 

Accommodation handy (lots of options) 

Plenty of “wet day” activities nearby 

 

Email:  clubclass@glidingauckland.co.nz with your enquiries; we already have a list of top class 
competitors to make this a serious contest.  Entries limited to 30 by size of airfield. 



  
  

DUTY ROSTER FOR AUG, SEP, OCT 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  2 am G Patten L Page J Wagner  

AUG   pm        

  3 am C Pillai P Thorpe C Rook  

    pm        

  9 am J Pote A MacKay D Belcher  

    pm        

  10 am T Prentice R Carswell P Thorpe  

    pm         

  16 am R Struyck P Coveney R Carswell  

    pm        

  17 am R Whitby D Todd G Lake 5 Sqn ATC 

    pm        

  23 am N Graves R Burns D Belcher  

    pm        

  24 am E McPherson I Woodfield P Thorpe  

    pm        

  30 am K Bashyam L Page D Belcher  

    pm        

  31 am K Bridges P Thorpe G Lake  

    pm        

  6 am S Foreman A MacKay P Thorpe  

SEP   pm        

  7 am R Forster S Wallace P Thorpe  

    pm        

  13 am D Foxcroft R Burns J Wagner Power Sect 

    pm       Comps 

  14 am G Healey D Todd G Lake  

    pm        

General  20 am B Hocking P Coveney P Thorpe  

Election   pm        

  21 am I O'Keefe I Woodfield J Wagner  

    pm        

  27 am T O'Rourke L Page C Rook  

    pm        

Daylight 28 am G Patten R Carswell G Lake  

Saving   pm        

  4 am C Pillai P Thorpe R Carswell 19 Sqn  

OCT   pm       ATC 

  5 am J Pote A MacKay C Rook Camp 

    pm       Both days 

  11 am T Prentice S Wallace P Thorpe 19 Sqn  

    pm       ATC 

  12 am R Struyck R Burns R Carswell Camp 

    pm       Bad WX Alt 

  18 am R Whitby P Coveney G Lake  

    pm        

  19 am N Graves D Todd C Rook 30 Sqn ATC 

    pm        

  25 am E McPherson I Woodfield P Thorpe Matamata 

LABOUR   pm       Matamata 
  26 am K Bashyam P Thorpe R Carswell Matamata 

WEEKEND   pm       Matamata 
  27 am K Bridges R Burns G Lake Matamata 
    pm       Matamata 

   


