
WARM AIR 27 Dec 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Rex Carswell     Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 

                              Duty Pilot: Whoever is there 

Sunday    Instructing: Steve Wallace 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Whoever is there 

MEMBERS NEWS 

 
SATURDAY 

 

Rain, low cloud misery and no gliding 

 

SUNDAY  Instructor Ivor Woodfield starts us off 
 
While most of the 'apps' I looked at for weather info agreed with the TV that Sunday would start out very 

wet, one amused by predicted little or no rain, and an improving day. When I checked very early Sunday it 

appeared the majority might have got it right. However, by the time I got my first phonecall of the morning .. 

Dave Foxcroft calling to see if I would be opening up, the sky had cleared. By 9 am Peter Thorpe had called to 

say the base radio was now in the hanger for the Xmas period, so I would just need to get the key, and the 

sky was looking better so off I went to open up. 

I arrived a little before 9.30 to find Dave waiting, and shortly after we had the place opened up we had been 

joined by duty pilot Roy and tow pilot Rex Carswell, so we were ready to go. The sky was indeed looking flyable 

so out came the fleet, although not so good that anyone seemed to be in a rush to get airborne. 

First flight was with Jonathan Pote, wanting to get back in the air after a few weeks of not flying, and 

demonstrating his skills well. Sadly the sky was not as good as it looked, and after around 20 mins we were 

back on the ground. Roy 

Whitby was keen to improve 

on our time and had a go in 

GMP, only to find little had 

changed and what little lift 

there was up there was not 

that easy to use. 

Next up was Kishan 

Bhashyam, keen to progress 

the remaining sections of his 

QGP. We did some rapid 

descent work with a short 

spiral dive and some use of 

brakes, and he then was keen 

to try a side slip approach 

which he held well although 

we lost less height than 

expected and needed brakes as well to land within the planned space. A few bits signed off, although sadly 

there was no opportunity to work through other theory parts before he was called back to work. 



While this was happening 

Steve Foreman in KP, 

Tony Prentice in VF, Ian 

O'Keefe in MP and Neville 

Swan in SWN all took to 

the air, with varying 

degrees of success. The 

tower also came on watch, 

and remained with us for 

the rest of the day. I had 

a couple of trial flights 

with people who have 

expressed a keen interest 

in learning to glide with 

the club, and while the 

flights were short, both 

have said they are very keen to continue. Steve Foreman also had a second go at keeping KP aloft over 

Whenuapai and we saw the welcome return of Ryan Brookes who took the opportunity to get current again in 

RDW. 

All in all not a bad day for one which was forecast not to be flyable. A total of 10 glider flights, with Tony 

winning the honours with a 54 minute flight in GVF. 

The day ended around 1700 with a "Xmas BBQ" put on by Club Captain Ian, setting precedent for what we 

hope will be a regular event. 

 

AVIATION DAY AT HOBSONVILLE POINT 

 

The Hobsonville Land Company is planning a series of summer events at Hobsonville point.  One of these will be 

"Come Fly With Me" on Feb 14 and 15 between 0900 and 1400 each day to acknowledge and celebrate Aviation 

in the area through a wide-ranging weekend of displays, activities and free public engagement. There will be 

kites, model aircraft, retailers, a market, workshops and opportunities for exploration of the area.   

 

We have been invited and will be there with VF and possibly ON as well.  We will need members to be there, 

to man our stand answer questions and to recruit new members.  This event drew 8000 people last year so 

there is plenty of opportunity. 

 

AIRSPACE CHANGES  And one day we hope to get a day where we can ask for and get the new airspace....and 
be able to use it.   

The new airspace changes are effective this weekend.    Most important is that G158 and 159 are no-longer 

ours.  They are replaced with new numbers.  Where we would normally ask for 158 and 159 we should now be 

requesting 155 (Woodhill) , 154 (Whenuapai) and also 156 (Hobsonville).   These are all 2500 to 3500 ft.   The 

really good bit is G153 (Waitoki), 3500 to 4500ft that pretty much encompasses the boundaries of G151, 154, 

155 and 156.  In simple terms, once we get all the airspace open we will have Whenuapai North to the 30nm 

arc up to 4500ft coast to coast with the exception of the bits around Parakai and the Kaipara Harbour.  

beyond the 30nm arc we can go to 6500ft. 

A copy of the new chart is at the end of this newsletter. 

CHRISTMAS 

 

After much discussion we have decided to stay at home this Christmas, to fly from home and to take 

advantage of our new airspace.  We will fly most days of the holiday break and will aim to have an Instructor 

and Towie rostered on for each day...just to provide some certainty.   



TOWPILOTS  

We are on the lookout for one or two new towpilots.  Several folks have indicated interest and you will see 

some strange faces come along to see what we are about,  Once you have figured they are towpilot candidates 

please make them welcome, and get them alongside the towie of the day. 

TAILPIECE 

Last Warm Air for the year folks another year gone and some interesting experiences despite the less than 

ideal weather.   

The Roster below includes the Christmas Roster.  We do not have folks rostered for 26th Dec or 1 Jan but if 

you can find a towie and instructor, have at it.  If there are volunteers, please send out a message to all club 

members or tell Ray Burns. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year to you all and your families.  Take care out there. 

 

Warm Air  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Club Class Nationals 2015 

January 21-31, 2015 

Auckland Gliding Club, Drury 
You’ll really enjoy our site: 

• Located at the foot of the Drury Hills, where 

the bush-clad slopes provide an early start to 

thermal activity 

• Just 2 glides to the early convergence along 

the Firth of Thames 

• Easy access to the Swamp and Kaimai Ridge 

takes you onto the edge of the Central Plateau for 

longer tasks 

• Convenient forest at Maramarua for evening 

thermals to get you home 

Or alternatively, try a different type of terrain: 

• Access the hill country West of the Waikato River without airspace worries 

• Pio Pio via back of Pirongia Mountain, 300 km out & return 

• Plenty of airstrips in the hills 

• How about “around Hamilton airspace”? 

And on the way home, either way, convergences set 

up to make your life interesting. 

Longest flight from our site:  Patrick Driessen, 730 

km FAI Triangle! 

Camping and Catering on site! 

Accommodation handy (lots of options) 

Plenty of “wet day” activities nearby 

 

Email:  clubclass@glidingauckland.co.nz with your enquiries; we already have a list of top class 

competitors to make this a serious contest.  Entries limited to 30 by size of airfield. 



 

 

 

 



Duty Roster for Christmas Break 

     

If you can find an instructor and Towie you should be able to fly 26th Dec and 1 Jan 

 

Duty Roster for Dec 14 Jan 15  

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Dec 26 
 

Nothing Rostered 

 
 

27 
 

R CARSWELL P THORPE 

 
 

28 
 

S WALLACE D BELCHER 

 
 

29 
 

L PAGE R CARSWELL 

 
 

30 
 

I WOODFIELD P THORPE 

 
 31 

 
R BURNS D BELCHER 

 
Jan 15 1 

 
Nothing Rostered 

 
 

2 
 

S WALLACE P THORPE 

 
 

3 
 

L PAGE R CARSWELL 

 
 

4 
 

R BURNS A SUNDE 

 
 

5 
 

I WOODFIELD D BELCHER 

 
 

6 
 

L PAGE R CARSWELL 

 
 

7 
 

R BURNS D BELCHER 

 
 

8 
 

I WOODFIELD R CARSWELL 

 
 

9 
 

S WALLACE D BELCHER 

 

  
10 K BRIDGES P THORPE C ROOK   

11 S FOREMAN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

  
17 R FORSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE   

18 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE A SUNDE   

Anniversary 

Weekend 

24 G HEALEY L PAGE R CARSWELL   

25 B HOCKING P THORPE C ROOK   

26 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

Jan/Feb 
31 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE   

1 G PATTEN R CARSWELL A SUNDE   

 


