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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Peter Thorpe 

  Towing: Andrew Sunde 

                              Duty Pilot David Grey 

Sunday.     Instructing: Steve Wallace 

  Towing: Graham Lake 

                              Duty Pilot Gary Patten 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

 
SATURDAY   Instructor Ray Burns gives us the story 
 

What a great day.  The morning started at Temp 16 and Dew point 15 - resulting visibility - 

300metres, cloud base 100 metres (yes, metres).  However the fog soon burned off and we were 

presented with a wonderful looking day which just got better.  Warm Air and Grandson Caleb 

arrived to head off for a short scenic.  The aircraft were prep'd and we were ready to launch 

before 1030.  A couple of King Air departures and a 757 arrival kept us on the ground for 15 

minutes longer while I discussed the nature of G158 and 159 with ATC.   

 

The day started with a trial flight for a friend of David's.  We had an absolutely cracker of a flight 

with lots of lift and 1000 ft climbs.  Cloud base was 3000 so there was lots of room to play. 

Neville was already to charge up in SWN until a blade failure kept on the ground a little longer than 

expected.  Roy managed 40 

minutes in MP and Ivor 90 

minutes in IV.  Gary would 

clearly have exceeded that 

(we were all told) had he 

not been called down from 

3000 ft after 40 minutes. 

 

Greg and Enya both took 

flights, Greg consolidating 

his takeoff and landings 

and Enya venturing into 

new territories of steep 

turns and side slips.  David 

managed a first class no 

instrument circuit which 

signed off the last of his 

pre-solo exercises and lead 

nicely into the big news of 

the day.   

The day was a near perfect first solo day with light winds pretty well straight down the vector.  

Neville suggested that he could do check flights and approve first solo's for both David and Kishan 



and both jumped at the opportunity. The day finished around 1700 and there was quite a turn out at 

the local to toast the solo efforts. 

 

Congratulations to both David and Kishan.  Well Done.  (You forgot to mention the sight of Ollie 
carrying three full 20L cans of fuel from the gate to the hangar, one in each hand and one under an 
arm) 

 
 

SUNDAY  Instructor Andy McKay does the honours 
 

Early start Sunday with Andy picking up the keys for an 8am start - Rex was waiting at the gate.  

The morning was very warm, and the sky and forecast looked good for the day.  After setting up 

MW and caravan, we waited in vain for ATC cadets to arrive, but there must have been a mix-up as 

they never arrived. 

  

Jonathon brought along his son and son-in-law for flights (2 each!) - and what a change GMW must 

have been to a 747 skipper - his usual command!  Both seemed to enjoy their flights, and even got 

some chandelles and stalls/spins for the second ride. 

  

Ray rigged and launched in Ka6 GBU and was seen for the next five hours welded to cloudbase - 

typically between Greenhithe, North Harbour stadium and Riverhead.  A fantastic flight in the 

spruce goose. 

  

As instructor, I only took 4 flights for the day - and stuffed the first one up with a premature 

release at 1500 in lift that promptly disappeared!  One was a trial flight with Cath who had been 

given a voucher for a gift - strange considering that she had developed an irrational fear of 

(commercial) flying - I tried to make the flight and landing very smooth!  Kishan flew to make it 3 



solos in GMW, sadly Steve Foxcroft missed out on a second flight, but the solo and student flying  

and landings were of very good standard. 

  

Denny brought out his prototype wearable wings concept - looked similar to a skeletal teradactyl 

wing - but an impressive 

geometry that allowed folding 

for backpacking and a unique 

control system that alters 

camber depending on loading. 

  

After a very long and HOT 

day, including a shift to 08 

then back again to 26 - we 

packed up about 7pm and the 

sky still looked pretty good - 

with convergence and dark 

flat-bottomed streeting 

cumulus all over the North 

Shore.  In GMP I would 

suggest the day would have 

easily allowed racing 

around turnpoints North 

Harbour stadium - TV mast on Waitakares - Kumeu if not Parakai - it was a fantastic sky. 

  

Thanks to all the helpers, Rex for towing and all the pilots for very good discipline - even with the 

short-notice arrival of C130. 

Jonathan Pote sent his version of events    At last! Another excellent day. I have both my middle 

son David, who flies a Boeing 747 for a living, and son in law Ben to whom I have promised a glider 

flight for a long time, staying.  

We arrived early, but no ATC. No problem, setting up started at a modest pace under a fairly blue 

sky and I launched at 1012 with Ben. As a novice, a smooth sled ride from 3000’ feet seemed a good 

option. However, after a silky smooth tow, we found the beginnings of the day’s convergence and 

returned twenty-five minutes later after a great sight-seeing flight.  

Dave and I launched at midday. By now the tow was bumpy, but the lift was certainly there. Dave 

soloed in a K7/13 at Perranporth, a disused wartime airfield on the top of the Cornish cliffs, twenty 

years ago. When my son says he feels old when recalling that milestone, I felt very old indeed! 

However, he recently wave-soared in his 747; near the Rockies and he found himself using flight idle 

thrust plus speed brakes and still going up, followed by the reverse situation minutes later. It was a 

pretty good wave! The lift and sink were perfectly smooth, but they had to ask to be released from 

their flight level and given a block height instead.  

The convergence lie was clear to see, and we ran up and down it with between -2 and +6 along the 

southern edge of G158/9 to land after twenty-six minutes. During the day, the wind from the west 

must have increased a little, moving the convergence a little to the east, switching us onto 06 but 

not for very long. No launches were lost as the three gliders airborne refused to fall out of the sky.  



Ben bravely elected for some instruction on his second flight, so Andy took him aloft for over half 

an hour including two spins and two stalls. Brave chap on his second glider flight!  

The convergence refused to die, and just after six PM Dave and I launched for the last flight of 

the day. I found it very easy to stay high with great views each way until it was time to be home. A 

series of chandelles and a couple of sideslips positioned us for a high circuit with a satisfying touch 

down after using a lot of airbrake.  

Especially when living in Helensville, I had often seen Aotearoa, the ‘long white cloud’. It seems less 

common further south, but at last I have visited it.  

FIVE HOURS AND FORTY MINUTES Ray Burns get a great flight in his beloved K6 
 

Yes, you read right. Take off a little after 1200.  Landing a bit before 1800. 

 

It's really hasn't been the best of summers.  The Ka6 hasn't been out of its tin box since Labour 

Weekend.  Having been on the field all day on Saturday, when my dearest beloved suggested I go 

flying on Sunday I jumped at the chance.  The day dawned blue, but the little fluffy white things 

started to look quite possible by 10ish.  Lunch made, and out to the field at 1030.  The beast rigged 

(thanks to Jonathon's extended family and few others) and on the line at 1200hrs. 

 

I always like to crack an hour on solo flights, and when the first hour finished on Sunday I thought 

the conditions should enable at least one more.  When the second hour came I thought maybe it's 

time to start rationing those nut bars. 

 

The sky was just fabulous.  The lift seemed everywhere.  I was getting plenty of climbs with vario 

showing five or six knots on the averager.  After two and half hours the clouds had formed into a 

distinct band running pretty much north south, with blue sky either side.  The last time I flew in 

a sky like this was another classic convergence over Hobsonville many years ago. 

 

After three hours had been spent mostly glued to our 3500ft ceiling I started thinking of being 

able to put my longest flight in the log book.  Previously, this was five hours 10 for Silver C.  That 

was in GMP over Matamata (Oct 93).  Wouldn't it be nice to better that in a Ka6 over Whenuapai?  

Shortly after these thoughts, the sky darkened considerably.  Light rain was falling over Te Atatu.  

Cloud base dropped to 3300ft and each time I popped back under the cloud street to top up my 

height I was rained on (but still climbing!).  There were also good bouts of sink about and at 

one stage I dropped down to 1500ft.  I was still pretty happy with a good long flight, but I hung in 

there to see if it would improve.  And it did.  The cloud base lifted, the rain stopped, the lift 

continued. Once four hours passed I moved into the "this is definitely do-able" mode. My focus 

changed to not doing anything silly and not losing contact with the lift. 

 

By 1730hrs the target was met, the feet were cold, the water and food finished, and the bladder 

couldn't take it any longer.  The bug smashers started to return and there was a sudden flurry of 

arrivals to sequence with.  Kishan was called down and I was able to hold height and let him join 

number one.  I sneaked in just in front of returning C130.  340 minutes to add to the collection. 

So:  all you QGP's:  The five hour leg for Silver C is definitely achievable at home base.  There are 

plenty of OO's ready and waiting. 

 

Of course, it has to be pointed out that certain construction techniques are vital for such flying.  A 

moment's reflection on plastic: that petro-chemical based stuff.  Made from the results of dead 



and decaying matter deep underground.  Dug up and turned into aeroplanes, it only wants to return 

from whence it came.  Wood (with a little fabric): made from trees that spent their lives growing in 

the fresh air reaching for the sky. Wood's natural inclination is to go upwards, just as God intended. 

 

Let the gloating begin.   

WAITANGI WEEKEND IN MARLBOROUGH  Enya Mcpherson decided to join the fun at the 
Marlborough Club  

My Waitangi weekend started off by 

flying down to Blenheim in a very small Air 

New Zealand Bombardier Turboprop. 

After flying for an hour and twenty minutes we 

were about to land at Woodbourne airport. I 

couldn’t believe how many vineyards there were 

as I was looking for paddocks to land out in if 

necessary and there was only vineyard after 

vineyard so came to a conclusion; do not need to 

land out. 

We arrived at Omaka airfield on Saturday 

morning and I was offered to go up in the 

Tigermoth. I was so excited about going up and 

spent about 30minutes flying over the hills and 

performing wingovers over the field. 

Omaka air show was on, so traffic 

was busy and there were lots of 

different, interesting aircraft. 

Later on that afternoon cloud base 

remained low so we decided on an 

area famil in the Twin Astir. 

Unfortunately Saturday was only 

really a circuit day so after 20 

minutes we were back on the ground 

and after much talk, talk and more 

talk we called it a day and I offered 

to help with refuelling the 

Cessna172.  The pilot, Carl, took me 

up for a 30minute flight to the 



other side of wither hills. So although conditions weren’t great for gliding I had a fantastic and 

memorable first day in Blenheim.  

Sunday was day two and the weather was looking a little brighter, still nothing great however we 

managed to stay up for 48minutes in the Twin and I completed my Ridge Soaring section in my B 

certificate. I couldn’t quite believe how 

close people get to the hills and I secretly 

wish we had a workable ridge at 

Whenuapai. I had another enjoyable 

flight. 

My last day Monday, was looking quite 

iffy, however the CFI of Omaka Gliding 

club was being optimistic and decided to 

get his ASH25E out for me to experience 

gliding in a different aircraft. We had a 

great flight of an hour of and 15minutes 

and only came down as I had a domestic 

flight heading back to wellington. In the 

Beech 1900 which was even smaller than 

the Bombardier. I managed to complete my thermalling section in the B cert as well(: 

Overall I had an amazing weekend down in Blenheim and learnt so very much. A huge thank you to 

Jamie and Katherine Halstead for their hospitality over the weekend and to all the members who 

taught me so much and took me flying in the Tiger Moth, Cessna and glider (but I flew that) 

INSTRUCTORS CORNER   THRESHOLD MARKERS 

Those out this past weekend will have noticed the corners of 08/26 grass marked with white 

painted tyres.  The 08 end is marked on the southern corner only while both corners are marked on 

the 26 end.  Obstructions like these are glider magnets so a deal of care is required during the 

approach.  The aim is to pass between them and to touch down beyond them.  Think of them as a 

fence that you have to pass over.   

CABLE TRENCH 

 

We will be digging the cable trench Saturday morning and installing the electric cable from the 

paper box to the hangar.  We will need some helpers. Don’t worry,  this help does not mean actually 

digging the  trench, there is a machine for that and the filling in  bit too.  But we do need to feed 

the cable into the trench and to connect the conduit joiners plus a few other odds and ends. 

 

UP COMING EVENTS 

 

• 22 – 25 Feb.  Flying NZ National Championships at North Shore Airfield. 

• 25 Feb will be 486SQN reunion with a Spitfire display around 1430 

• 16 – 18 March.  No flying for us due to filming a segment of the Movie “Emperor” in front of 

5 SQN hangar.  We would end up in the shot and apparently there were no yellow towplanes 

or fiberglass gliders around when McArthur entered Japan at the end of WWII.  K6’s are 

not welcome either. 

• Jumpstart has been delayed until 5/6 May 

 



 

 

TAILPIECE 

 

Apart from getting power to the hangar there are a couple of other events worthy of note.  The NZ 

National Flying Champs are being held at North Shore Airfield.  This will mean increased traffic 

around the airfield and a very good reason to keep clear of the airfield zone and to have a good 

lookout and comms.  Saturday also has Whenuapai hosting a reunion of 485 SQN.   Part of the 

celebrations will be a flying display by two Spitfires around 1430.  Worth watching and we should be 

on the ground or well out of the way while this is on. 

    
 

See you at the field 

 

WARM AIR                       

 

 

ROSTER BELOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2012 FINAL 
            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

FEBRUARY 
  
  

  

4 am G Patten R Burns P Thorpe 

  pm     A Sunde  

5 am R Whitby A McKay R Carswell 

  pm       

6 am J Pote P Coveney G Lake 

pm 

  11 am 
Kishan 

Bhashyam D Todd C Rook 
  pm 

  12 am Steve Foreman L Page P Thorpe 

 
pm A Sunde 

  18 am Kris Pillai R Burns M Oliver 
  pm 

  19 am Dave Foxcroft A McKay R Carswell 
  pm 

  25 am D Grey P Thorpe A Sunde 
    pm       

  26 am G Patten S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  3 am B Hocking L Page A Sunde 
MARCH   pm       

  4 am E McPherson R Burns C Rook 

    pm       

  10 am T O'Rourke P Coveney G Lake 
    pm       

  11 am F Retief R Carswell M Oliver 
    pm       

  17 am Filming No flying   
  pm at Whenuapai     

  18 am   No flying   
  pm       

  24 am R Thomson P Thorpe R Carswell 

    pm       

  25 am I Woodfield S Wallace A Sunde 

    pm       

  31 am J Harkness A MacKay R Carswell 

    pm       
  1 am R Whitby L Page C Rook 

APRIL   pm       

  6 am J Pote R Burns R Carswell 
    pm       

EASTER 7 am K Bhashyam P Coveney G Lake 
WEEKEND   pm       

  8 am S Foreman R Carswell P Thorpe 
    pm       

  9 am G Rosenfeldt P Thorpe A Sunde 
    pm       

  14 am K Pillai D Todd P Thorpe 
    pm       

  15 am D Foxcroft R Burns C Rook 
    pm       

  21 am D Grey S Wallace R Carswell 
    pm       

  22 am J Harkness A Mackay G Lake 
    pm       

  28 am B Hocking P Coveney M Oliver 
    pm       

  29 am E McPherson L Page A Sunde 

 


