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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Friday     Instructing: David Todd                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Craig Rook 

                              Duty Pilot: Karl Bridges  

Saturday.     Instructing: Peter Coveney 

  Towing: Jaime Wagner 

                              Duty Pilot: Rudolph Struyck 

Sunday.     Instructing: Peter Thorpe 

  Towing: Graham Lake 

                              Duty Pilot: Roy Whitby 

THIS WEEKEND - ANZAC  

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

FRIDAY  Rex Carswell, pretend towie for the day, starts off 

Didn't fly on either day I was rostered over the weekend.  As tow pilot on Good Friday, arrived at the field, 

along with duty instructor Ivor - conditions looked okay.  Neville Swan and Tony Prentice arrived also.  We 

waited until about 12:15pm then closed up. 

  

Instructor Ivor Woodfield adds just a touch of detail .   Despite forecasts to the contrary, the day dawned 
sunny and bright, with a light northerly wind. I headed off early to collect the key and radio, to be told by 

Base Ops that the only movement was a departing Hercules, which would be gone before 9.30. 

I got to the field and opened up before anyone else arrived, with the sky looking reasonable for flying, 

although perhaps soaring flights would need to wait until a little later in the day. After a while Rex arrived, 

and we passed the time chatting about various things as the sun continued to shine. Then Neville arrived, and 

conversations moved to holidays, and then some stories from the early days of the ASC gliding club .. all 

interesting stuff. 

Later in the morning Tony arrived, so we were almost ready to go. However, despite the sky starting to look 

quite flyable, there was no real urge to drag anything out until a  couple more pilots arrived to fly. Sadly, that 

turned out to be it for the day, and finally around 1pm the decision was made to close up and go home. So in 

the end there were no flights for the day, although the conversations about flying had been many and varied. 

SATURDAY   Instructor Lionel Page does the honours 

The Easter weekend was forecast to be damp and dreary - and for the most part I think it was. Saturday had 

a breeze and rain in the vicinity. I collected the keys, radio and briefing. No airforce movements which was 

good for us. I opened the gates to the vast crowds of NIL. What with our normal early bunch being down 

south for WarBirds over Wanaka. A quick text to Peter to say I was all alone (not actually - I brought my 

father along for the day) saw Krishna arrive and persuade me that some flying should definitely be on the 

cards. 

 

A quick text to a friend of mine, and with a promise to take my father for a flight, and Krishna also having a 

pax wanting a flight, there would be at least three flights. We set up, again lucky it was a 26 day so that was 

easy enough. A bit of chatting and who popped in but Steve Wallace needing Peter T’s autograph on some 

paperwork so that he can fly in the World Championship. 



 

A bit more chatting and my friend arrived and we decided to wait no longer. We had the longest flight of 

the day 29 minutes.   Krishna took his passenger for two flights by which time Peter T persuaded Tony to try 

his hand in MP. Unfortunately a bit of a sled ride. 

 

David Grey graced us with his presence to keep his hand and eye in. And Krishna finished the day with a solo. I 

think we packed up by about 4pm. Not a bad day - although the conditions were not exactly booming. 

 

Thank you to Krishna, Tony, Steve and Peter - my father really enjoyed his day - made his weekend actually.   

 

Towie Peter Thorpe has his view of things.   As five of our more staunch members were away in Wanaka for 

the big air show I thought it would be pretty quiet at Whenuapai and initial indications from Lionel were that 

he was on his own but by the time I arrived Kris and Tony were there so we agreed to go flying.  The sky 

looked promising with a few rain showers that had us wiping down the wings twice before we eventually got 

airborne.  After refilling the fuel containers and watching the rain go by we took off at midday with a trial 

flight.  The AK ATIS had the wind at 270/08 on the ground and 270/15 at 2000ft with quite a bit of 

scattered cloud and there were a few bumps to suggest there was lift but most found it hard to stay up for 

more than about 30 minutes.  Lionel took his dad up, Kris took two passengers up and then had a go by 

himself.  Tony was persuaded to take MP up and David Grey and family joined us so that he could take a flight 

just to keep in touch. A couple more passenger flights and we finished before 4pm after a total of seven 

flights.  Not so bad I suppose considering there were only four of us club members. 

 
 

SUNDAY  Towie Craig Rook speaks up, just a little bit 
 

I met Rex at the hangar at 0950 in nice blue skies and sunshine, but by 1020 dark clouds rolled in with rain, 

rain and more rain.   I went to fill the petrol cans, but they were full, I went to polish up RDW, but it was 

spotless, so we both went home just before it poured down. 

 



Rex Carswell Instructor today  Easter Sunday started out looking okay too - but soon after arrival at the 
field, the forecasted trough could be seen approaching from the west.  Towie Craig Rook arrived a little 

later.  We figured it was pointless waiting while the rain approached, so again, shut up shop. 

 

MONDAY  I guess we had better let Towie Derry Belcher start  
 

A bit of a blustery day operating into a 15 KT southwesterly.  Only four flights were done, which Steve will 

no doubt expand on but not a lot to report of significance and all who flew didn't seem to have any problems 

with the conditions, and the day was quite soarable. 

 

Instructor Steve Wallace fills in many gaps.....Monday was almost a coast day. The wind was in the right 

direction and strong but unfortunately probably not quite strong enough. The RASP models had the average on 

the wrong side of 15kts and decreasing as the day went on. As it turned out you probably could have got to 

Raglan and back although the wind was still at the bottom end of the range. Whenuapai had 15kts on the 

ground all day, Auckland ATIS was reporting 14Kts on the ground and 26Kts at 2,000ft.  

 

For those that did go flying it was however still worthwhile. Good instability meant good vertical development 

in the clouds with good lift under them and the wind strength meant good streeting. It was also quite showery 

and we got wet at some point on every flight. This worked out well for Rudolph who was first up, having been 

briefed and signed off on flight in rain he then went and did it. 10 oral B Cert questions then followed and 

Rudolph's B Cert was complete.  Congratulations Rudolph!  

 

Two flights then followed with Jonathan Pote, the first a demonstration on soaring technique for Jonathan 

and the second Jonathan demonstrating what he had learned. Both flights were over 40 minutes and both 

times we elected to return to Whenuapai from cloud base. Last flight of the day was with Andy Mackay. Off 

tow at 2,000ft, turn left into wind under a cloud street then fly straight ahead under the cloud street until 

reaching cloud base. Have fun in the local area at or near cloud base for 40 minutes while giving the wings a 



good wash in the showers then elect to return to Whenuapai well satisfied with a nice flight. While nobody did 

you could have easily stayed up all day under the clouds. You equally could have taken a local tow to 2,000ft, 

flown to the coast under a cloud street, flown the cliffs to Raglan and back and then come home from Muriwai 

at cloud base under a street. It was that kind of day! 

 

Duty Pilot Jonathan Pote enjoyed his flight.    Great day's flying; Steve W took me out to almost Muriwai at 

3000', but better judgement decided against attempting the coast.   ATC was on and very helpful, a French 

CN235 landing under us. 

 

MICE ATTACK 

 

Unfortunately the hangar has again been invaded by mice and during the last week or so they have sampled 24 

packets of crisps which were in the top drawer of the metal filing cabinet. 
  
To prevent a recurrence, I will now keep the crisps in large plastic containers and so an added chore for the 

duty pilot (or anyone) is to make sure that the carton of crisps in the caravan is put into a container at the 

end of the day. 
 

TAILPIECE 

 

ANZAC day on Friday.  We will be flying but not an early start.   Hope the weather is good. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Further, Faster, 

Shinier! 
 
Many will remember Steve Wallace’s inspiring presentation at last year’s symposium. 

 
The answer to halting our declining membership is not better recruiting, it is retention 

People leave because they get bored 
Who stays and why? 
X-country pilots stay 

Why? Because they are not bored! 
Surveys show that X-country pilots are: 

The most active 
The most motivated 
The most engaged 

The most enthusiastic 
X-country flying maintains members 

Clubs with a X-country culture are the most successful 
How do we get pilots flying X-country? What can we do as a movement? 

We must: 
Break down the barriers 

COACH pilots along a pathway of smaller easier steps 
Instructors teach How to Fly 

COACHES teach Why we Fly 
COACHES don’t have to be instructors 

COACHES can help set goals 
Goal setting is the key to keeping people motivated 

 
HOW DO WE ESTABLISH A COACHING STRUCTURE 
FOR GLIDING IN NEW ZEALAND? 
 
FIND OUT! - COME TO THE GLIDING NEW ZEALAND 

SYMPOSIUM ON 7 JUNE 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

 
MATAMATA SOARING CENTRE INC 

 
TO TAKE PLACE IN THE MATAMATA SOARING CENTRE, CLUBROOMS WAHAROA  

 
ON SUNDAY, 11TH MAY 2014 COMMENCING AT 11.00 AM 

 
--------------------- 

 
�  NOMINATIONS ARE INVITED FOR POSITIONS ON THE COMMITTEE 
 

�  NOMINATIONS AND REMITS FOR DISCUSSION SHOULD BE RECEIVED AT PO BOX 100, 
MATAMATA OR TO E-MAIL walest@jafa.net.nz BY FRIDAY 9TH MAY 2014 
 

�  MEMBER CLUBS ARE ASKED TO ENSURE THEY ARE REPRESENTED 
 

�  BE THERE AND HAVE A SAY IN THE FUTURE OF SOARING AT THE MATAMATA 
SOARING CENTRE, WAHAROA AIRFIELD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook  
FEBRUARY   pm        

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe  
    pm        

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher  
DAY   pm        

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell  
    pm         
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe  
    pm        
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney D Belcher  
    pm        

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake Drury 
    pm        

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe Drury 
    pm        
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook  
    pm        

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher  
    pm        

  22 am R Forster R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake  
    pm        

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell  
    pm        
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe  
    pm        

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook Jumpstart 
    pm       NSAC 
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher Jumpstart  
    pm       Alternate 
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe  
WEEKEND   pm        

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm        

ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook  
DAY   pm        

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        

 


