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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 022 357 6731 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Ivor Woodfield                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot:    Brendon Moore   
Sunday    Instructing: Lionel Page   

  Towing: Derry Belcher 
                  Duty Pilot  Enya McPherson 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  
 

Towie Craig Rook tells his version........What an amazing buzz of activity and excitement, perfect weather, blue 
skies with a nice cloud street forming to the north west. It seemed all the private ships were out of their 
boxes and ready to soar, BU,HU, HS, IV, KK, KP, and of course MW, MP & VF. I could tell it was going to be a 
busy day, but I had an uneasy sense that there was a gremlin lurking somewhere. 

 
With a light northerly wind we were all set up on 26 
ready to go, then the wind shifted NE, so we all 
moved down to 08. At 11:38 the first flight was 
launched into perfect skies, with lift starting to 
build over Paremoremo.   I momentarily admired the 
view, the tide was in, with skiers and kayakers 
enjoying the mid-summers day, then all of a sudden 
the glider was low out of position (or was it me) and 
airspeed dropping  - whoa, pay attention,  was that 
the gremlin? 
 
Next up was a constant stream of 8 or 9 launches in 
a row and I noticed something a bit sluggish on taxi 
back to the caravan. I shutdown and checked the 
tyres, sure enough the right tyre looked a bit soft so 
pumped it up and launched Rudolf Struyck in VF, 
landed and lined up to launch Andy McKay in KK. I 
leaned out the right side door to check the tyre 
which was still OK. I took up the slack and went to 
full power for all of 5 seconds, but the roll felt like 

pushing a heavily laden wheelbarrow with a flat tyre. 
Sure enough it was. Thanks to everybody who helped 
jack up the plane and replace the tube, especially 
Graham Lake who had all the tools for the job. 
 
With the gremlin flattened to death, we carried on 
with another 10 flights, 21 in total for the day, 
finishing up about 6pm (apologies’ I couldn’t stay to 
help pack up)....or clean the towplane or organise 

someone fill the fuel containers. 

 



Instructor Rex Carswell  adds to the story....   Without a word of 
doubt, I can confidently say this has been the busiest day for the 
club this year.  I also know our towie Craig Rook has written a very 
good piece about the days events, so I don't wish to repeat it all. 
 But I may add that from my 'duty instructor' perspective the day 
flowed very well with no issues to report - and that is always 
pleasing.  Having said that, as Craig mentioned, the FK9 glider tug 
suffered a flat tyre.  Under Graham Lake's guidance, and assistance 
from others, the wheel was removed - new tube installed - and all 
back in operation in a very impressive time.  We thank Graham, not 
only for his expertise, but ensuring we have such spares on hand. 
 
It was good to report that all pilots requested permissions to fly - it 
is required.  Gliders were moved promptly away from the active areas 
after landing, and the amount of bragging heard following the longer 
flights, wasn't too excessive. 
 
Three flights of over 100 minutes were logged, with the longest 
being that by Steve Foreman in his LS4 (GKP) at 143 minutes.  At the 
other extreme, the shortest and 'hard luck' story came from our tug 
master Graham Lake in his Libelle GIV with just 12 minutes (awww 

not that bit).  However, he flew again later in the day to 
redeem himself with better success. 
 
On the training front,  Rahul Bagchi is making steady 
progress and is now flying 'hands on' for just about all of 
his air time.  Brendan Moore likewise, is flying most of his 
time in the air.  Albeit, he had a very long wait for his turn 
the twin, and when it came, the sky had flattened out 
considerably thus giving him only 18 minutes.    We had one 
Trial Flight earlier in the day, and that went very well for 
Paul Marks, with heaps of enjoyment expressed during his 
38 minutes.  We are hoping to see him back soon. 
 
In all, a total of 16 hours and 38 minutes gliding time was 
achieved.  That equates to an average duration over 47 
minutes per flight.  Of course, the club owned gliders are 
restrained in duration by the waiting list, so the credit for 
good statistics goes to our private owners.  Incidentally, 
Craig in the tow plane climbed a total of 43'500 feet. 
 
The summer has plenty left yet to offer - see you out at 



the field - have fun - fly safe. 
 

SUNDAY Instructor Peter Thorpe shared this report 

 

Rex and I had exchanged duty days because I had family who wanted trial flights so I arrived on Sunday 

morning to find that they had flown 21 flights on Saturday so the chances were that club members would be a 

bit thin on the ground.  There was a 

brisk north to north-easterly wind so 

we prepared to move west.  While 

moving the gliders MP fell off its 

trolley and bit a piece out of the 

rudder of MW but fortunately not 

enough to prevent us flying, however, 

a reminder to us all to take care when 

moving gliders in and out of the 

hangar.  Saturday’s effort had 

consumed all the go-juice for RDW so 

a trip to the Gull Station was required 

while Neville Swan applied some old 

fashioned maintenance tricks to the 

yellow tractor to try and fix its rough 

running.  By then my rellies had 

arrived so Neville set off in a now 

smoothly running tractor to set up on 08 and we launched just on midday.  First up was my grandson Elliott 

whose mother is keen for him to find a hobby.  Not sure he is quite so keen but he enjoyed the flight even 

though it was mighty rough at low level.  We managed 20 minutes but the lift was rather fractured. David 

Todd took HU for a run but he only managed 30 minutes so it wasn’t just my poor thermalling skills.  My next 

trial flight was marginally better at 26 minutes but Warm Air only managed 14 and our Swiss star, Yves 

Gerster a measly (for him) 19 mins.  A third trial flight was 17 minutes so after that we sat around discussing 

the fate of the world before deciding that as the soaring conditions were horrid and neither Roy nor Tony 

wished fly we might as well go home.  All shut away by 2-30 in time for another chin wag around the caravan 

where we were joined by Gary Patten and Murdock who were not pleased to find we had finished flying and 

were not convinced when we said the conditions were terrible and they would not have enjoyed flying.  

Another reminder to members – if you plan to come out for a flight in the afternoon make sure you ring 

someone who is on the airfield and 

then we will wait for you.  Just six 

flights for the day.

 

Towie Ruan Heynike adds to the 

tale....The weather looked a little bit 
marginal when I woke up on Sunday 
morning, seeing a few patches of low 
cloud made me wonder whether any 
gliding would go ahead. 
I met up with Peter Thorpe at the 
club and he informed me that there 
might be a few intro flights around 
midday, we briefly discussed the 
weather and decided to get 
everything ready with the hope that 
things might improve. RDW had a 
semi flat tire on the right hand side 
but a quick squirt of air and it seemed to hold up fine. Luckily the cloud looked a bit more promising around 



midday and we were off for the first tow of the day. There were a few patches of lower lying cloud but we 
managed to get up to 2500ft with ease and luckily the cloud situation improved as the day went on. The wind 
was from the north-northeast creating a bit of turbulence as it interacted with the treeline and 
housing north of RWY08. The initial climb out up to about 300ft required a bit of concentration! All up there 
were 6 tows, 3 in MW and 3 single seater launches (MP, IV, HU), enough tows to keep the tow pilot happy. In 
the downtime I received a lesson on how to drive a tractor, 27 years of waiting and I finally did it, I obviously 
didn't grow up on a farm!   (And he washed the towplane.) 

 
CFI CORNER: 
 

Position Reporting:      Please remember that when the tower is off watch, the control zone is a Mandatory 
Broadcast Zone (MBZ).  This means we are required to report our position upon entry, exit and at the 
intervals specified on the Visual Navigation Chart.  I tend to augment my normal reporting with another call 
when I hear traffic transiting the area in which I am flying.    When the tower is on watch then you do not 
need to report your position. 
 

YOUTH GLIDE  Roger Read writes...... 

 

For those who get Soaring NZ, you will have seen the insert about Youth Glide NZ and a membership 
application form for YGNZ. this was kindly printed free of charge and included with the magazine mailout by 
Steve Foreman; thanks for the generous support Steve. 
 
It is easy for us to find an excuse to not take the time to respond to that "flyer" and in doing so, not support 
YGNZ so I thought I'd like to offer these thoughts about why the simple act of filling the form out, taking a 
pic or scan of it and returning it after making a bank payment can help us help our sport survive and grow.  
AASC is going well at present...but I assure you many clubs around the country aren't and some are close to 
ceasing operations which is tragic for our sport. The AASC is about to celebrate its 50th anniversary...and I 
hope to join you in celebration as I started my flying in 1972 and did my first solo in the T-31 GAL shortly 
after turning 16. I have stayed with gliding ever since as it has proven to be a great foundation to all flying I 
have since been involved with. I now focus my efforts on helping young people discover how gliding opens the 
door to the many sporting and career opportunities in aviation.  
 
The AASC has some keen young members and they will potentially secure the future of the club as they 
progress and gain experience that they can pass on to other members. Some will leave as they move into the 
workforce and have families...but many will stick with it or come back later when life's other distractions and 
demands allow. Regardless, while they are young, they and other potential youth members need the support we 
can provide through YGNZ...and to do this, we need your support. If you do nothing other than pay the $20 
for YGNZ Social Membership and let us know you've done this, then at least you are helping us re-generate 
our ailing sport. If you have any questions, contact Ray or myself and we will help you to help us. 
 
If you've misplaced the account details..its YGNZ 38-9014-0547980-00 and its $20 for Social Membership. 
Thanks in anticipation of your support and I look forward to seeing you when next out at WP. 
 
OLD BLANIK WINGS 

We are about to send the old blanik wings to the scrap merchants.   Last chance if anyone wants them for the 
proce we will get from the scrap merchant, otherwise they and the trailer they are on will be gone.  Ring Ray 
or Roy  

50TH ANNIVERSARY 

We will be celebrating the 50th anniversary of our club over the weekend of 19/20 March.  More details of 
events in due course 

 



DUTY PILOT AND KEEPING THE DAY RUNNING 

We roster a Duty Pilot for every day we fly.  This person, a club member, is there to run the books, chivvy 
folks along, organise retrieves on the field, collect the dosh and generally be a most useful controller of the 
day's activities.  Every club member gets a turn unless they are a towpilot or Instructor.   The reality is a 
little different. 

A number do not turn up, do not organise a replacement and do not call.   We are most grateful to those who 
do turn up.  We appreciate things happen and you cannot come on your appointed day.  If this happens please 
send an email to all club members as see if someone can swap with you.    

Great summer days mean lots of club members out and lots of flying.  We get the most from the day if we 
keep things moving along.  This is where all of our club members come in.   It starts early in the day, getting 
the gliders out, DI and set up before the gossiping starts.   This means chivvying folks to be ready to go as 
soon as you glider lands.  It means that if your glider is at the front of the grid, you are sitting in the cockpit, 
strapped in, pre take-off checks done, ready to hook up before the towplane lands.   If you are not ready then 
get off the grid and let the next one go.   The second glider on the grid should be ready too. (Saturday we 
waited four minutes for one glider at the front of the grid cos the pilot was not ready.  The next one was not 
ready either).   On busy days set up two grid lines so that either side can be taken without having to move 
another glider. 

We need our senior and not so senior club members to be proactive in making things happen, having someone 
out there to launch the next glider, getting someone on the tractor and retrieving the glider from the middle 
of the airfield.  Finally, if a member rings indicating he or she will come out a bit later, make sure someone 
knows about it and put them on the booking board.    

Step up please folks, on busy days we need to be sharper and we can take better advantage of the day.   

KAIKOHE 

Many of you will be aware we looked at deploying to Kaikohe over Waitangi weekend.  A number of factors 
together suggested this was not a good weekend and we have slid this sideways to Easter weekend. 

 

 

New Roster Below 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Roster For Jan Feb Mar 2016  

      

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Jan 16 23 B MOORE I WOODFIELD P THORPE 
  

 
24 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL 

  

AK  30 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL F MCKENZIE 
  

Anniversary  31 T O'ROURKE I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
  

Weekend 1 G HEALEY R BURNS D BELCHER 
  

Feb 16 6 B MOORE L PAGE R HEYNIKE 
  

Waitangi 7 G LAKE I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
  

Weekend 8 S THOMAS R BURNS P THORPE 
  

  13 K PILLAI P THORPE R CARSWELL 
  

  14 G PATTEN R BURNS C ROOK 
  

  20 Y GERSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE 
  

  21 T PRENTICE L PAGE F MCKENZIE 
  

  27 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD J WAGNER 
  

  28 J FOOT P THORPE R CARSWELL 
  

Mar 16 5 N GRAVES R BURNS D BELCHER 
30 SQN ATC 

  6 K BHASHYAM L PAGE R HEYNIKE 
30 SQN ATC 

  12 S FOREMAN R CARSWELL C ROOK 
  

  13 D FOXCROFT I WOODFIELD P THORPE 
  

  19 D GREY P THORPE F MCKENZIE 
  

  20 Y GERSTER R BURNS J WAGNER 
  

Easter 25 E MCPHERSON L PAGE D BELCHER 
Kaikohe 

 
26 G HEALEY R CARSWELL R HEYNIKE 

Kaikohe 

Weekend 27 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
Kaikohe 

 
28 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE 

Kaikohe 

 


