
WARM AIR 22 Feb 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Steve Wallace                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 

                              Duty Pilot: Jonathan Pote 

Sunday.     Instructing: David Todd 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Tony Prentice 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Towie Graham Lake grabs the crayons 

An earlyish start for the towpilot as we had to first go to Parakai to collect RDW, Tony Prentice was kind 

enough to "volunteer" to take us up sweetened no doubt with the knowledge he was using Warm Air's fuel.   
Nephew Peter Greig came along for the ride and a 21 minute Tiki tour saw us on the ground at Whenuapai 

ready to tow.   We were overjoyed to discover an Orion would be coming and going all afternoon and despite 

the tower on watch, we would not be allowed to fly while this all happened. 

A little hustle saw the first launch in MW with Instructor Peter and nephew Peter and a wave off at 1300ft.  

Yep, they recognised the signal and obeyed.  They still managed 21 minutes while we summoned our engineer.  

Once the Orion started we gave it away, tucked it all to bed and departed for home based brownie points.  

Saturday looked promising when we arrived at the field although we knew that there would be P3 flying in the 

afternoon.  Graham was away fetching RDW from Parakai so we DI’d and set up on 26 ready.  There was the 

usual reluctance to be first away but soon after midday I launched with Graham’s nephew as a passenger.  As 

we climbed through 1300ft I was chatting to Peter when I noticed RDW was lower than usual and was rocking 

its wings furiously.  Funny place to wave me off I thought but I dutifully pulled the bung and watched him 

scuttle back to the airfield while I sniffed around for some lift.  Not much to be had at that height so after 

21 minutes we had to land.  RDW had its cowls off waiting for our engineer to come and work some magic.  He 

duly arrived and restored the engine to full power but by then the controller advised we would have to stay on 

the ground until 1600 to allow the P3 to conduct multiple short sorties – it was the squadron family day and 

they were tasking family members for short flights.  There were not many club members waiting to fly so we 

decided not to wait and went home early.  Just one flight for the day. � 

SUNDAY  Instructor Rex Carswell starts off 
 

Another cracker summer day dawned 

with the forecast suggesting a sou'east 

breeze would maintain throughout the 

day - and a hint of good soaring 

conditions. The day got off to a slow 

start - mainly due to those present 

hesitating till the sky 'developed' a bit. 

 

It was nearly midday before the 

first launch got underway.  David 

Foxcroft - flying GMP - towed to 2500', 

but very surprisingly was back in '08' 

circuit soon after.  Both he, and towie 

Peter Thorpe, reported fairly benign 



conditions at altitude.  However, this did allow a good opportunity for Tony Prentice to take a dual flight with 

me to complete his 'Hi Speed Flight' syllabus.  All went well - even though it was another short flight on the 

'daily flight sheet'.  By now, the serious contenders were forming a 'start grid'.  Ray Burns (GBU) was first in 

this line.  He quickly established a good climb - and announced it to the world. 

 

Roy Whitby followed in GMP - Ivor Woodfield, plus passenger, in GMW - Jonathan Pote in GVF - and Derry 

Belcher in GMR.  Good conditions now prevailed, so Rudolph Struyck had to bide time before his solo turn in 

GMW.  More good durations were to follow, with Gary Patten in GMP, Tony in GMW, and Graham Lake in GIV. 

(and Ivor had DI'ed it for me....he is so kind).  The 'event of the day', was created with Jonathan's 
outlanding.  He had earlier reported "just south of Parakai", but was caught short on his return to WP and 

selected a field near Kumeu.  Roy and Ivor carried out the retrieve. 

 

In all, 11 launches done, achieving total glider flight time of 11 hours 52 minutes.  Ray had the longest flight - 

193 minutes.   A 'debrief' occurred beside the coolness of the refrigerator - after the PW5 was returned - 

rigged - washed - and put away.  Towie Peter, and Graham (the towie retrieve), missed out.  They had to 

deliver the tug back to Parakai.  Thank you Neville Swan for keeping a tidy log of the days flying.  Yeah, 

I reckon all would agree - it was a cracker of a day.  
 
Stand-in towie Peter Thorpe adds a detail or two.     I was planning a lazy lie-in when Craig sent out a text 
saying he was sick and needed a relief tow pilot so I quickly shifted into flying mode and headed for the 

airfield.  No air force flying today so we trundled down to 08 and were all ready by 1130 bur the sky was clear 

and nobody wanted to be the first to see what was in the blue.  Dave Foxcroft finally took up the challenge 

but was back on the ground quite quickly.  Rex and Tony P took MW at 1230 and seemed to find some lift, then 

Ray took BU up and stayed all afternoon so everyone was happy to launch.  Derry rigged and vanished in MR 

while Jonathan took VF (yes it is back) for a test flight and was soon heard reporting near Parakai.  Many 

raised eyebrows at the caravan when we heard that!  Iv or and Graham launched in IV and Roy, Rudolf, Gary 

and Tony all had a turn.  Then Jonathan reported that he had landed out in Kumeu so Roy and Ivor launched a 

retrieve crew.  They returned just before we were due to finish but VF was covered in pink stains from weeds 

so it had to be rigged and washed.   A nice afternoon and beer o’clock was looming when we received a call 

from RDW engineer Bryn to say he needed RDW back at Parakai for more fault diagnosis.  So Graham and I 

forfeited our beer for a trip to Parakai.  Eleven launches and one land out for the day but not many students 

were present – poor old Rex as duty instructor only got one flight. 

 

SAFETY MESSAGE 

 

Pilots & wing runners:-  When the tow rope end is raised for inspection prior to hook-up, remember to actually 

DO the check.  Quite frequently, a 'loose' knot will occur in the last couple of meters of the rope - created 

during the landing phase of the tow plane.  These are usually easily seen and undone.  However, the knot that 

occurs within a few centimeters of the ring splice is the one most likely to be missed.  One such knot 

happened today, but wasn't discovered until after it had been towed on.  The tow rope was replaced before 

continuing with the next launch. 

 

JUMPSTART AND MILITARY PARACHUTE OPERATIONS 

 

We have been advised of military parachute operations 8 and 9 March that are likely to have some effect on 

our club activities 

 

The annual tandem parachute ride for CanTeen and disadvantaged kids is scheduled for the weekend of 5 

April.  Current thinking is we will go somewhere else  for both of these weekends, either North Shore or 

Drury.  Both are keen for us to visit and see our wee towplane. 

 

PW5 

 

The PW5 is back, 



JONATHAN'S LANDOUT SUNDAY 

After a disappointing Saturday, Sunday looked promising on the RASP, so it was time to glide, just to feel 

current again after a few weeks off.   The sky was very blue locally, and the quick return of the first launch 

suggested the RASP might be optimistic.   Nonetheless, the gurus were making ready, so I lined VF up for its 

first flight since its recent temporary indisposition. 

Expecting a pleasant but inevitable drift steadily down, I asked Peter for 3000’ but the sky was improving so 

I released at 2500’ and soon found good lift NW of the field even though the cloud cover was sparse.   From 

Kumeu towards Helensville it was easy to keep a good height, not going too close to Parakai, then a surprisingly 

turbulent leg to Muriwai in what was probably best described as ‘convergus fractus’ or perhaps a sea breeze 

front: little cloud, but easily found lift. 

I left Muriwai at 3000’ fairly confident of crossing the wide blue gap, checking out the fields the Club has 

used beside the Muriwai road – of the two, the modeller’s field (they were flying) seems to be the preferable 

one both for approaches and trailer access.   On towards Kumeu beneath a cloudless sky progress was not 

good, and I arrived there at 2000’ and changed into ‘Outlanding mindset’.   I had several options but decided 

against the playing fields (a few people) and the showground (glider magnet centrally placed) so circled above 

the winery, which has an area of open land adjacent.   It would have to be a downwind landing to land up a 

fairly steep slope towards some lethal looking wires. 

I got down to 1100’ and called Neville at glider base to inform him, but then a bubble floated off Kumeu and I 

got back to 1500’.   Optimism gave out with the lift, so another call and settle into a circuit, left hand so as 

not to overfly any houses.   Only on the downwind leg did I realise that the short vegetation I had walked 

some months ago was now very long: Too late, I was committed.   Ground speed was inevitably high and I was 

thankful for the PW-5’s shorter and slightly higher wings compared to ‘MP’.   ‘VF’ held straight for most of 

what seemed like a ‘trap’ in arrestor wires on a Carrier.   At the very end there was a leisurely ground loop to 

the left, probably mostly due to the tailwind. 

I was able to relay a message via Derry to glider base that all was well.   Not long after Peter was overhead in 

RDW and in r/t contact, after which I settled down to wait for Gold Medal retrievalists Roy and Ivor.   I led 

Roy as he bravely drove into the savannah; I think the Club should have a red flag on a long pole for this duty.   

For some reason Roy found it funny that as I scouted a safe passage for him, I fell flat on my face when a 

vindictive plant tied itself around my ankle. 

My first landaway (Spring Hill hardly qualifies as a landout) was at a BBQ, this time (with a 50 Km triangle 

under my belt) I chose a vineyard, so planning is underway for an even better location next time.   Next day I 

revisited the scene of the crime and bought a few bottles at the Vinyard shop – the staff were very sorry not 

to have seen what happened on the other side of the olive trees the day before. 

Lessons?   There are lessons with every flight, but in particular 

- I had only anticipated a short flight, so just had water.   One must always be prepared to take advantage of 

unexpectedly good conditions, which could have led to a long flight and remote out-landing in this case. 

- I walked the paddock at the start of the season, which made me feel much happier as I prepared to land 

there, but assumed the vegetation was still short.   It was not, and I could have been very embarrassed.   

Information is good, but it must be up to date. 

 

RNZAF AUCKLAND SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR FUNCTION  

(SPOTY) 

 

We had three contenders in this year's event.   

Steve Wallace for his work representing NZ, his administration skills with the 

Matamata Soaring centre and his NZ competition wins. 

Steve Foreman for his 300km and height gain plus badge flights 



Ian O'Keefe for his seven hour flight on the coast. 

 

All three received Merit Awards with one very close to a major trophy.  Congratulations to all three and very 

well done to you all 

 

 

 

STEVE FOREMAN COMPETED IN THE DRURY COMPS 

SOME OF HIS SHOTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 
DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final  



             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook  
FEBRUARY   pm        

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe  
    pm        

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher  
DAY   pm        

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell  
    pm         
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe  
    pm        
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake Military Para  
    pm       Ops 

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe Military Para  
    pm       Ops 
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook  
    pm        

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher  
    pm        

  22 am G Patten R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake  
    pm        

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell  
    pm        
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe  
    pm        

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook Jumpstart 
    pm        
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher Jumpstart  
    pm       Alternate 
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe  
WEEKEND   pm        

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm        

ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook  
DAY   pm        

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        

 


