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MEMBERS NEWS
SATURDAY short time stand in Duty Pilot Graham Lake starts us off
Turned out to be a cracker day with plenty of lift.
Yours truly had promised The Dragon that he
would hire a trailer and take a pile of stuff to the
dump and that was Saturday morning gone....just
like that. I would not be surprised to find Yves
Gerster planted the idea in her head as he then
shot out to the airfield and nabbed IV with the
intention of going North with KP. Unfortunately
he did not realise the new vario makes a noise
going up....and going down so had to take a relight.
No problem, as he did an instant relight before
Graham even got near him. Went north of Orewa
and coast to coast in a three hour stint. A minor
hitch with a fading battery needed a little help from a cellphone and the Cliff in the Tower to get back.
Hawkeye (Steve Foreman) also went north up as far as Waipu Cove before turning round to discover it had
blued out. He also made it back for another good flight. Andy Mackay in KK and Lionel Page in ON also went
northwards for a good flight. Derry did some towing while
Peter Thorpe checked out Rex Carswell in the Grob 109.
Derry then jumped into MR and got in a good flight.
Once done Rex got back in the towplane to continue a
master class on landing. Rahul managed two good flights
to progress his training while Tony Prentice got a couple
of hours in MP
Ray Burns came out to give Jack Foot a dual check, (third
I think), before sending him on his fort flight in the PW5.
A big step and once accompanied by his proud family.
Jonathan may have to fly something else.
17 flights in all and a big day for many. We finished the day with a cold one and then went and helped Ian
O'Keefe do a first rig on his ASW28. He seemed to only want us to lift heavy stuff and did not seem
interested in our helpful advice.

Instructor Ivor Woodfield fills in a detail or two: The day was expected to feature good weather, and so it
appeared when I looked out first thing. As I was on my way to the field I got a message from Peter Thorpe to
say he already had collected the key and radio as he and Rex were planning on getting a few early flights in
Grob GNW before it was returned to base.
Therefore I arrived just before 9.30 to find the hangar opened up and both GNW and RDW out and being
checked. Before too long there were a few people about and we set about preparing the glider fleet for
flying. The tower was going to be on all day and the breeze was straight down the 26 vector, so we got things
hauled out and got ready. At the same time Steve Foreman, Derry Belcher, Lionel Page and Derry Belcher all
started rigging their singles, and the four GFAs were opened up as it appeared it was going to be a day for
them.
The first flight in GNW got away
before 1100 with Rex familiarising
himself with the aircraft. While they
were away Derry kindly finished
getting RDW ready and brought it up
onto the grid ready for the first glider
launch. Unfortunately at this stage the
tower asked us not to launch as they
had an incoming Hercules. In the end
this meant that the first glider launch,
Steve F in KP, was just after 1200.
This was followed in quick succession
by Rex taking a solo flight in GNW,
Yves in GIV and Tony Prentice in GMP. Also A new student, Rahul Bagchi, got his first flight of the day in
GMW, which was a good soaring flight of around 50mins, during which he had plenty of practice with basic use
of controls, turns and some straight and level practice. He also got his first attempt at some thermalling.
While we were airborne Yves landed back and then had a second launch in GIV, and Andy Mackay annd Lionel
Page launched in GKK and GON respectively. Next launch in GMW was a trail flight with a very enthusisatic
Canadian called Sydney. She asked lots of questions and generally took a great interest in everything to do
with the flying. She remained excited throughout the 40 minute flight, and managed quite a bit of flying
herself, showing definite promise as a flying student. While this was going on Derry launched in GMR and
Jonathan in GVF, meaning we had several gliders airborne at one time.
Jack Foot was keen to try out GVF for the first
time, so following a well flown check flight in GMW,
and with the calming final guidance from our CFI
ringing in his ears, he launched in GVF at just after
1500. Although just a short flight, it was very well
flown with a textbook launch and a very good
landing in quite windy conditions. Congratulations to
Jack for successfully converting into the PW5.
Next away was Ian O'Keefe in GMP who was to get
the last of several long flights for the day.
Jonathan, Derry and Lionel all took short 1000'
circuits to end the day, and Rahul did another
flight in GMW to consolidate what he had learned
from the earlier flight, together with some of the
things he got briefings on during the day.
All in all a good day's flying, with 8 flights of an hour or more, the longest of which time wise was over 3
hours, and duration wise was up to Whangarai and back [congratulations to Yves and Steve respectively].
The last flight landed around 1700, and after a short chat session around the fridge people started to depart.
At this stage Ian O'Keefe decided he would rig his new glider, so several people joined in to offer him heaps
of advice and suggestions, as befitting the occasion. After a short amount of pulling and pushing, and heaps of

photos being taken, everything was put back in the trailer, with everyone agreeing that it was indeed a very
smart looking machine. I finally got to return the key and radio onto base around 1900, after what had been a
long and enjoyable day of flying.
SUNDAY Instructor Ray Burns has first go.
The weather forecast was not that flash and reality lived up to the forecast. I arrived at the field to find
Rudolf already waiting and Ian right behind me. Rahul turned up shortly thereafter followed by Craig, Roy and
Neville. Rahul and Rudolf were keen to try their hands under the 8-octa cover, so we pulled out the twin and
got ourselves setup.
Rahul was first up, we had 28 kts at 2000 and a little over 10 on the ground, so it was boisterous to say the
least. Rudolf had one crack at it and Rahul another and then we all decided to call it quits. While all the
lunacy was going on in the air, Neville and Roy took to the new door post and installed an appropriate eyebolt
to secure the door while Ian spent some time with lid of his new trailer open; drooling mainly.
We were finished, the gliders put away and on our way home before 1400 (which
gave me time to get my act together before going to see Spectre with No 1
Son).
HES DONE IT
Congratulations to Krishna Pillai who achieved his 50km while we were at
Matamata. Despite landing out not far from, (and after), Hawkeye he did fly
the required distance.

SO HAS HE
Former Tow pilot, Flying Officer Andrew Sunde, has graduated from his RNZAF
Wings course. In doing so the was awarded the Wigram Cup for Academic
achievement. Well done Drew. Word is he is going to fixed wing so will be
eventually be based in Auckland.

TAILPIECE
Well done to our two bretheren who have succeeded in their ventures. Andrew
Sunde has come a long way from a first career as a technician in the Air Force and
one of our towies, to get thru a wings course and to come out successfully on the
other side. Kris Pillai's 50km is a first step on the real badge flights. To have
made it in the conditions of the day is good work.
Well done to both

cheers
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Duty Roster For Nov, Dec 15, Jan 2016
Month

Date

Nov

7

B MOORE

L PAGE

R HEYNIKE

8

E MCPHERSON

R CARSWELL

D BELCHER

14

G HEALEY

I WOODFIELD

R CARSWELL

15

I O'KEEFE

R BURNS

C ROOK

21

T O'ROURKE

L PAGE

J WAGNER

22

G LAKE

R CARSWELL

R HEYNIKE

28

G PATTEN

I WOODFIELD

D BELCHER

29

S THOMAS

I WOODFIELD

F MCKENZIE

5

K PILLAI

R CARSWELL

C ROOK

6

J POTE

I WOODFIELD

P THORPE

12

T PRENTICE

S WALLACE

R CARSWELL

13

R WHITBY

L PAGE

J WAGNER

19

J FOOT

R BURNS

R HEYNIKE

20

N GRAVES

R CARSWELL

D BELCHER

9

K BHASHYAM

L PAGE

F MCKENZIE

10

S FOREMAN

R BURNS

C ROOK

16

D FOXCROFT

P THORPE

J WAGNER

17

D GREY

R CARSWELL

R HEYNIKE

23

B MOORE

I WOODFIELD

P THORPE

24

E MCPHERSON

L PAGE

R CARSWELL

25

G HEALEY

R BURNS

D BELCHER

30

I O'KEEFE

R CARSWELL

F MCKENZIE

31

T O'ROURKE

I WOODFIELD

C ROOK

Dec

Anniversary W/E

Jan-16

Duty Pilot

Instructor

Tow Pilot

Notes

