
WARM AIR 19 Sep 15 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 022 357 6731 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Ivor Woodfield                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Craig Rook 
                              Duty Pilot:    Ian O'Keefe 
Sunday    Instructing: Peter Thorpe     

  Towing: Jamie Wagner 
                  Duty Pilot  Thomas O'Rourke 

POWER SECTION COMPETITIONS THIS SATURDAY 

 

SATURDAY  Instructor Lionel Page starts off 
 

Another great day, yeah right. Base Ops' equipment showed 22kts at 170 - so marginally it was to be a 26 day 
with a very STRONG cross wind. The tower was to be on watch for the entire day as well with a few military 
movement scattered throughout the day. On arrival at the gate, Derry and Gary were "patiently" waiting. (Got 
a telling off for saying that I would be there at 9:30 but only arrived at 9:45) 

 
GMW had its 3 monthly inspection 
done and there was much discussion 
about new batteries and battery 
boxes for GMP until finally we 
decided it was time to aviate. After 
discussing the wind with Derry and 
the tower, we decided that the 
gusts would  influence our choice 
and we relocated to 08 with some 
keen trial flighters already waiting. 
 
First flight of the day was really 
interesting with the strong cross 

wind making sure that I was concentrating fully on the job in hand. There was a bit of lift around but not 
enough to stay up for long. The landing was the most crabbed that I have every done. Almost flew it in facing 
90% to the runway. Plenty of rudder just short of touch down got us mostly lined up straight. Later in the 
landing roll the rudder could not stop the weather cocking into wind (luckily it was only just before we 
stopped.) 
 
Second flight of the day, also a trial flighter was as interesting as we changed ends to 26 mid flight. Mid 
down wind saw lots of sink and a very early turn in made for a short final approach.  
 
Last flight of the day was Brendon, with a 1,500ft launch to demonstrate a cross wind landing. What with lots 
of radio traffic, and a bit of the physical kind on finals as well, the landing was challenging to say the least. 
 
Decided to call it quits with no one else willing to brave the difficult conditions (wise choice I think) and were 
packed away by 3pm. Interesting day - thanks again to all. 
 
 
Towie Derry Belcher adds With the tower reporting 22 knots straight across the runway, the FK9 managed to 

cope although after all the rain, and the fact that the mower had not cut the grass due to losing a couple of 
large bolts somewhere on our runway.  I have to say that the takeoff run due to these factors was much 



longer than was pleasantly tolerable if 
you get my drift... I think we did well 
to achieve three flights with GMW 
before running out of people to fly 
even though there was lift about. 
 

Warm Air puts a different 

perspective on the day.   Difficult 
conditions.......are you 
kidding........where I was we sailed 
through the conditions with excellent 
speed.   Got up to 12 knots under 
spinnaker on one of the downhill runs 
and didn't wipe out.   Last race of the 
series,  we came 4th on handicap and 
climbed to second for the 10 race 
series.  Rum was good too.  
 

SUNDAY   CFI Ray Burns reports 

The day started with a pretty stiff 
cross wind and didn’t change much 
all day.  I pre-organised to meet 
Kishan and Kris at the field to do 
some flying with a Colibri in 
preparation for 50km at Labour 
Weekend.  Jack was the first to 
arrive a look at his syllabus showed 
that he needed to do simulated 
landouts.  This was a good 
opportunity to review the landout 
material I have as power points 
(while the rain drummed on the 
roof).  Roy and Fletch were not far 
behind and Kris and Kishan not far 

beyond that.  We did some prep 
work in the Hangar looking at maps 
and Google earth and then decided 
the weather was good enough to 
have a crack.  We setup a course of 
Prison / Riverhead / Prison to get 
familiarisation with the equipment.  
While that was happening Jack and 
I took to the skies and Jack did two 
cross field landings that were 
pretty hard to fault.  Well done 
Jack. 

Only four flights for the day but it 
was not wasted and a lot of good 
learning and preparation done. 

 

 



POWER SECTION CLUB COMPETITIONS  Now near the top of WA as some folks did not manage to stay 

awake long enough to get to the end last week..........sigh. 

These are programmed for Saturday 19 Sept.  There will be a few extra aircraft in the circuit and the Tower 

will be on all day.   This should not affect us but where possible we should try to keep high on downwind to 

give ourselves options to keep out of the way of competition aircraft.  Very important, keep your ears tuned 

to the radio and maintain a good mental picture of what's going on around you, (situation awareness folks).  

Give early calls of intentions so the Tower has a good chance to sequence everyone well. Respond quickly to 

Tower calls and keep your reply short and to the point.  If your intentions change, like you walking into a pile 

of lift, tell the Tower so he/she can re-plan.  Be prepared to offer to turn in early and land deep if you see 

that will be helpful or prevent a Power aircraft being asked to go round. 

Finally and most important, make sure the batteries are in good nick, fully charged and the radio transmits 

crisp and clear strength 5.....before you launch. 

CLUB TEE SHIRTS   

As many have asked for T shirts similar to those presented to Christina, Matt and Laura, we are getting them 
made if there is sufficient interest.  (They have the ASC logo and words "Gliding" on front and 'Stealth 
Squadron" on the back).  Kindly let Lionel Page (lionelpnz@gmail.com) know how many and size. The cost will be 
$40 per shirt. 

If you would like to see/try on the T-shirts - there are blank ones in the Caravan.  

There are 3 sizes in the caravan (M, L and XL). If M is too large - then order S, if XL is too small order XXL. 

Please let him know by Sunday 13th September. " 

MOTAT BATTLE OF BRITAIN AND SIR KIETH PARK COMMEMORATION DAY 

This Sunday (June 20th), MOTAT have an event in the Aviation Display Hall (MOTAT 2) commemorating Sir 
Keith Park and the Battle of Britain.   We will be operating all the functioning exhibits (the Link Trainer, the 
Avenger wing/bomb bay hydraulics, Lancaster Turrets, Hastings main wheel undercarriage retraction etc). 

For children (of all ages 0 - 90+!) the steam engines will be running, and the Warbirds flypast will go over 
around 11 AM.  There are guided tours every hour on the half hour, 1130 - 1530.  Sadly, the only glider is the 
Grunau Baby, suspended over the walkway. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Our AGM will be on Tuesday 20 October 2015.   Notices of Motion should be with the Secretary, Ivor 
Woodfield by 20 September.  Nominations are also sought for the committee. 
 
SOARING SEASON BRIEFING  Club Capitaine El Zorro explains 

 
Folks, please book in your diary the ASC Gliding Safety Briefing taking place on Sunday the 18th of October 
at 10:30am - 12:30pm at the Hangar. 
 
We would strongly encourage you to attend this briefing where we will be covering important topics such as 

• Aviation & Ground Safety  
• X-country & Badge flights  
• West Coast and Matamata Ridge procedures  
• Club Rules and etiquette  



We will have food and coffee etc to keep you energized and focused. We will follow this with everyone taking 
a glider of their choice and undertaking some paddock landing practice.  
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

MATAMATA 

We intend our annual deployment to Matamata for Labour Weekend.  For those who have not been before this 

offers great flying, the possibility of ridge flying on the Kaimais, maybe wave, good thermals and 

opportunities for cross country with endless easy landout spots.   The airfield has good accommodation in the 

form of inexpensive cabins (book through the Matamata Soaring centre web site) or there are good motels in 

the local area.   

Naturally everything has to get there and get back.  We will need volunteers to tow trailers down and back, 

someone or two to help fly the twin down and back, (cross country tow sign off).  Matamata - Thames is a 

great 50km. 

TAILPIECE 

Although the forecast is not that flash we will need to be aware of our surroundings for Power Section 
Competitions.   You know how to do this folks....  



Duty Roster For Aug, Sep, Oct 

 

  
DUTY PILOT DUTY INSTRUCTOR DUTY TOWPILOT NOTES 

Aug 1 S THOMAS I WOODFIELD D BELCHER  

  2 T PRENTICE S WALLACE P THORPE 
 

  8 J POTE L PAGE F MCKENZIE 
 

  9 G LAKE R BURNS J WAGNER 
 

  15 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD D BELCHER 
 

  16 J FOOT P THORPE F MCKENZIE 
 

  22 N GRAVES S WALLACE C ROOK 
 

  23 K BHASHYAM L PAGE D BELCHER 
 

  29 S FOREMAN R BURNS P THORPE 
 

  30 D FOXCROFT I WOODFIELD F MCKENZIE 
 

Sep 5 D GREY P THORPE C ROOK 
 

  6 B MOORE I WOODFIELD J WAGNER 
 

  12 E MCPHERSON L PAGE D BELCHER 
 

  13 G HEALEY R BURNS F MCKENZIE 
 

  19 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
 

  20 T O'ROURKE P THORPE J WAGNER 
 

  26 G LAKE S WALLACE P THORPE 
 

  27 G PATTEN L PAGE D BELCHER 
 

Oct 3 S THOMAS R CARSWELL F MCKENZIE 
 

  4 K PILLAI R BURNS C ROOK 
 

  10 J POTE I WOODFIELD R CARSWELL 
 

  11 T PRENTICE P THORPE J WAGNER 
 

  17 R WHITBY S WALLACE P THORPE 
 

  18 J FOOT L PAGE D BELCHER 
 

Labour W/E 24 N GRAVES R CARSWELL F MCKENZIE 
 

  25 K BHASHYAM I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
 

  26 S FOREMAN P THORPE J WAGNER 
 

  31 D FOXCROFT R BURNS R CARSWELL 
 

Nov 1 D GREY S WALLACE P THORPE 
 

 


