
WARM AIR 18 APR 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Friday     Instructing: Ivor Woodfield                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 

                              Duty Pilot: Thomas O'Rourke  

Saturday.     Instructing: Lionel Page 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 

                              Duty Pilot: Kris Pillai 

Sunday.     Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Craig Rook 

                              Duty Pilot: Richard Pitt 

Monday.     Instructing: Steve Wallace 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Jonathan Pote 

THIS WEEKEND - EASTER 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY   Instructor Peter Coveney tells of a day that promised so much and delivered so little 

Not a big turn out and it was hard to say why as the sky did look very inviting. The wind was up around ten 

knots plus on the field and a lot more upstairs. At least it was westerly which meant an easy set up at the 

hangar end. 

Ian and Tony thought perhaps the email about not 

bothering to come out on the 10th and 11th might 

have confused a few folk (like me J  ). Doh! 

While towpilot Jamie went off to fill the red 

jerrycans we got the club fleet out and DI’ed 

them. I noticed the MW was quite muddy 

underneath the fuse and the wings had taken out 

lots of large bugs so I set to with a rag and bucket 

of water. Tony P, Ian O’K and Roy Whitby were the 

only other takers until Steve Foreman came along 

with KP after picking her up from Ross at 

Sailplane Services. The undercarriage has been 

rebuilt and he reports the glider now sits a lot 

higher off the ground.    No Air Force movements 

until 1800hrs so we had the place to ourselves.  

 Well, that inviting sky was a bit of a letdown 

literally. Tony went up in MP to 2000 and was 

back on the ground ten minutes later having hit 

massive sink despite being towed through massive 

lift. Roy and Ian did two flights in MW of 13 and 

16 min duration. The second went to 2500 but 

still they were not too successful in finding 



anything to keep them up. I am glad I brought my camera as I didn’t have much else to do. 

By 2.30 we started packing up slowly just in case Genny showed up but nobody came and the fleet were all 

tucked up just after three. We wetted our whistles and discussed the weather before heading home. 

SUNDAY  Towie Graham Lake has the first cut 
 

Sunday morning, Warm Air promised ATC cadets, an early start with helpers he said.   We got ATC cadets, 

and an early start, not so hot on the helpers.  Just as well we had keen Cadets willing to help and a couple of 

good organisers in Instructor Andy Mckay and Towie Graham.  In a trice we had the gliders and towplane out 

and DI underway with Cadets observing and learning and were soon ready to head on out.  As it was dead calm, 

26 was in use by the Power folks, we decided to ignore the forecast NE winds and set up on 26.  We trained a 

couple of cadets to do the launch and started working with the Lady in the Tower.  There was to be a 

Hercules departure in an hour or so and then she would go off watch. 

 

We got the first couple of launches away with the beginnings of the forecast NE staring to appear.  A nice bit 

of float on the first landing convinced us we should swap ends and with the aid of willing cadets and parents 

we did our second launch away on 26 and landed on 08 where we stayed for the rest of the day.  Once settled 

on 08 we could also take a cadet in the towplane and the list for that one equalled the glider list.  Duty Pilot 

Tony Prentice appeared  so Andy and Graham got to relax a little.  The tower came off watch after the Herc 

departure.  the Towies expression  of regret that we would miss her was greeted  with  a cheery "Yeah right". 

 
More members slowly appeared including Roy Whitby, Ray Burns, Kishan Bhashyam, Steve Foreman, Ivor 

Woodfield, Jack Foote, Rudolph Struyck and Jonathan Pote.   Graham's Grandson, Caleb, over from Australia 

for the school holidays came over to spend the rest of the day.  The appearance of lift soon had Tony heading 

down to get MP and as this developed trailers containing BU and KP appeared and rigging started.  Tony got 

launched for a reasonable flight until he fell out as the lift cycled.  A was able to confess how he was in good 

lift and climbing at will until he noticed he had not retracted his wheel.  This remedied, he promptly fell out of 

the sky. (he claimed his hour was up). 



 

The sky still looked good with Andy working thru the last of the Cadets still reporting lift.  Bouyant he said.  

Ivor to launch in the Libelle, Ray Burns in BU, K and Steve Foreman in KP now sitting much higher off the 

ground with her new undercarriage.   Jack Foote took the first of his two 1000ft tows as the grid filled, Kish 

took MP, Jack his second and in succession Ray in BU, Ivor in IV, and Hawkeye in KP and Andy taking up his 

cousin to clear the grid and for the towie to take a break.    Rudolph taking a solo in MW and Caleb going up 

with Andy finished the day with a 1600 packup and well deserved beer,  After cleaning the towplane of 

course. 

 

17 tows in all for a good day, at least for the towie. 

 

SEARCH FOR MH370   TOWIE JAMIE WAGNER HAS BEEN AWAY - IN PERTH WITH 5 SQUADRON 

As an Aircraft Technician at No 5 Squadron, I have just spent 3 weeks away providing maintenance support 

for the Orion searching for the missing Malaysian Airlines Boeing 777. Initially based out of RMAF 

Butterworth, my first week away involved arriving at the aircraft 2 hours before take off to prepare the 

aircraft for flight, including fuelling up to a typical search fuel load of over 60,000 pounds of jet fuel. Due to 

lack of observers, both myself and the other maintainer would also be required to then board the flight and 

take turns looking out the windows looking for possible debris relating to the missing airliner. Add another 2 

odd hours at the end of the flight putting the aircraft to bed, our work days typically stretched beyond 12 

hours. Despite the sophisticated array of search systems on the Orion, most of our patrolling was conducted 

by visual means, at heights of 500-1000ft. If any items of potential interest were spotted, the aircraft would 

then descend to 200ft and further passes carried out and photos of the objects taken. Upon relocation to 

RAAF Pearce, near Perth, the long distance out to the search area dictated minimum personnel on the aircraft 

and as much fuel as MCTOW would allow. This meant as maintainers we no longer rode on the plane and instead 

would sit out the 10 hours on the ground, waiting for the planes safe return. The intense media coverage of 

this event has provided 5 Squadron an invaluable platform to demonstrate one of its core roles and why it is 

such an essential element of New Zealand’s air power capability.  Personally, I feel privileged to have played a 

small part in what has turned into the biggest search effort the world has ever seen. The thoughts of those 

who were on board the missing flight and the loved ones they left have left behind, keeping us motivated 

during the long, tedious hours spent staring out into the ocean. 

 

 

 

WATER BOMBING FOREST FIRES 

The view from the cockpit!  What a lesson in coordination!  Four Hands, Four feet, and six eyes - all working as 

one!  WOW !!! 

The old company, Bombardier Aerospace, makes these. They don't "motor around" to fill the tanks---they 

touch down at approach speed, open the fill scoops, add lots of power, and the tanks fill in seconds. 

There's one scene in the film where you can see the two tank level gauges rapidly go up. The other neat thing 

is watching the magnitude of the flight control inputs, especially aileron, as they are manoeuvring down low---

sometimes the pilot is literally going stop to stop. 

Real flying! 

43 Grupo 2012 



 

 

Club Youth Members,  Interested??? should be a good week.  Contact Bill Mace directly or via Ray Burns 

Evening Sunday 21st to Sunday 28th April 2013 

Designed to advance pilots from all ranges of experience as far as possible in the week.  

Yes even ab-initio (as long as they have had a flight and are keen to carry on). 

There will be an extensive range of briefing subjects from A & B Certificate to advanced subjects 

as have been delivered to the Cross Country Courses. 

Please see your Club President, Secretary, or Youth Flying Coordinator for details or email direct to  

Bill Mace <wajvmace@gmail.com> 

Information Sheet, Registration, Consent, and Liability Release Forms can be got here. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/f2o0sgzlhqqlynm/GTXxL_dWXI/YG%20info%202013%20%26%20Co

nsent%20Form.doc 

 

 

 

 

 

Open to GNZ Club members  

15 to 25 year olds. 

MATAMATA SOARING 

CENTRE YOUTHGLIDE 

CAMP,  

MATAMATA. 



DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook  
FEBRUARY   pm        

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe  
    pm        

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher  
DAY   pm        

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell  
    pm         
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe  
    pm        
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney D Belcher  
    pm        

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake Drury 
    pm        

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe Drury 
    pm        
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook  
    pm        

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher  
    pm        

  22 am R Forster R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake  
    pm        

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell  
    pm        
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe  
    pm        

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook Jumpstart 
    pm       NSAC 
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher Jumpstart  
    pm       Alternate 
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe  
WEEKEND   pm        

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm        

ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook  
DAY   pm        

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        

 


