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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Peter Thorpe/Ivor Woodfield 

  Towing: Marc Oliver 

                              Duty Pilot Ben Hocking 

Sunday.     Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Graham Lake 

                              Duty Pilot Graham Hodge 

SUNDAY WE HAVE ATC CADETS - EARLY START PLEASE 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Instructor Peter Coveney does the report 

After some really nice “Thermulus Midweekus” days towards the end of the working week we were hoping for 

Saturday to be the day for the “Lesser Spotted Thermulus Weekendus”. With this in mind Jonothan 

volunteered to get the key and the radio a tad earlier than usual with a view getting the first flight up around 

10am.  The day dawned a bit cloudy and cool but we got everything out and DI’ed. I contacted Christchurch 

Control and opened the G158 and G159 airspace. Base Ops had advised us that a Boeing was due to take off 
around 1130. 

The South West wind meant we didn’t have to haul everything down the other end for a change. Great.  With 

no flying allowed on Sunday due to the Royal Visit and heightened security it would be Saturday or No Day for 

flying. Both singles were readied, Derry arrived with his GMR and Neville pulled out his Silent. Hmmm. Shaping 

up to be a busy day. The list for MW soon grew. I had one trial flight and three instructional flights booked 
and Roy Whitby had the idea of going up with Ian O’Keefe. 

The singles would be flown by Dave Foxcroft, Steve Foreman, Ian O’Keefe and Kishan. And Ivor decided to 
pull out GIV. 

My first instruction flight was with Tony Prentice who looks about my age and keeps fit by kayaking.  He is 

working on aerotow and showed some improvement as he gets to grips with this task. Relax Tony and it gets 
easier believe me. 

Next up was young Nathan. He got two flights in as we had to come back earlier than expected due to an issue 

with locking the canopy. Fortunately he kept a cool head and held the canopy closed with his forearm whilst I 

did a quick circuit back to land to check it out. ( Not too sure what caused it to unlatch but it is important to 

always ensure that the latch pins are fully home, red marks aligned and a push check carried out against the 

canopy. Also the person doing the launch should check for any obvious sign that the canopy is not securely 

latched.) I did observe Nathan push up with no movement so I assume the pins were not fully home. Lesson 
learned. 

Second flight was uneventful and Nathan showed good aerotow and general flying skills.  

Another flight with Tony was followed by a trial flight with Ron who seemed to really enjoy the sensation of 
gliding. Lift was pretty good and we climbed to 3000ft. 

Fergus, who works with Kishan, took his second flight at club rates. Again we got some good lift near 

Riverhead and covered the lesson “Effects of Controls”. We would have done “Secondary Effects” but the 
hapless instructor couldn’t find any lift (too low to go to Riverhead/Kumeu area). 



 The singles all had good flights and some had to be called down or just called downwind before getting the 
“Your time is Up” call. Free advice: Buy your own glider J. 

With instructions from Base Ops and higher RNZAF authority we were duty bound to return the key no later 
than 1830 so we vacated the hangar with plenty of time to spare. And that was that. 

SUNDAY   

The impeding visit of HRH the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall got the base in heightened 
security and we were not allowed to fly.  

ATC CADETS 

We have ATC cadets this Sunday, early start please gate at 0830 to start flying 0930ish.  Can we have some 
helpers please. 

CONTEST FLYING Steve Wallace writes  
 
I flew in the Central Plateau contest last week so thought I might write a quick overview of how this contest 

and the tasks worked for those club members who may have looked at these contest tasks and not quite been 

able to interpret them. 

 

Day One of the Central Plateau contest was last Sunday 28th. As I attended a GNZ Executive meeting in 

Wellington on the Saturday, Sunday was always going to be a tight squeeze to get my glider from Auckland to 

Taupo then rig and fly the first contest day. I was however not too worried as it usually rains on the first day 

of a contest and the Sunday was no exception. 

 

There were 16 gliders entered, ranging from the very enthusiastic Glyn Jackson from Taranaki in a PW5, to 3 

x Duo Discus from Auckland, Tauranga and Taupo clubs (pity the Matamata syndicate didn't bring their one), 

right up to a very nice looking 18m Discus 2T. Because of the handicap /performance range all tasks were to 

be AAT (Assigned Area Tasks). This allows the lower performance 

or slower guys the opportunity to fly a 

smaller distance (sometimes just clipping the assigned area circles) 

and the higher performance or faster guys to go deeper into the 

assigned areas (circles) and cover a greater distance, (without 

coming home too early under the minimum set time which is not good 

for your speed). Your speed is calculated by dividing your handicap 

first by 100 then by the distance you covered (to get a handicapped 

distance) and then dividing this figure by the time it took you 

(taking into account the minimum task time). That is, if the minimum 

task time has been set at 2.5hrs and you choose not to go deep into 

any circles and get back home in just 2hrs your speed will still be 

calculated by dividing the handicapped distance you covered by the 

minimum time set for the day, in this case 2.5hrs and not the 2hrs 

it took you to get around the task. Meaning your calculated speed 

will be slower than actual, meaning you should have taken note of 

the fact that you were going to come in under time and flown 

further into the assigned areas. 

 

For example, taking the last day of the Taupo contest (I like this 

day because the weather was nice and I also won the day!) a task 

was set as below:  Steve scored the maximum 1000 pts for this day, 
pretty good gliding. 
  



 

Open class, Day 6, 04/11/2012 

AAT Speed Task , 02:30 

Turnpoint   Distance                 Direction                  Observation Zone: 

305 Start E  12.5km  214°To Next Point                  Line 8.0km 

223 Tirau R/J  76.2km  328°   Cylinder R=30.0km 

136 Kuratau R/J  99.9km  184°   Cylinder R=30.0km 

104 Aratiatia  49.5km  053°   Cylinder R=2.0km 

401 Finish N  5.0km  172°   Cylinder R=2.0km 

 

Total:120.6km/347.2km 

 

You can read the task above as follows; 

AAT means Assigned Area Task. 

Speed Task means fastest handicapped speed around the task wins. 

2:30 means a minimum time of 2hrs 30mins will be used to calculate your speed. 

Turn Point. Each turn point has a three digit identifying number to make it easy to select in your flight 

computer. E.g. In the above task, 305 is the start, 223 is the first turn point, 136 in the next, etc. After the 

three digit number the turn point is described, e.g. Start E is the Start line,  

Tirau R/J is the Road Junction at Tirau. 

Distance is the distance to the next turn point. E.g., Start E is a distance of 12.5km from the airfield 

(Centennial Park), Tirau R/J is a distance of 76.2km from Start E, etc. 

Direction is the heading to fly that will take you direct to the centre of the next turn point. 

Observation Zone describes the dimensional characteristics of the point. 

E.g. Start E, is a line that is 8.0km long, Tirau R/J is a circle (Assigned Area) with a 30.0km radius, centred on 

the way point of Tirau Road Junction, etc. 

 

Connect the dots and you have a task that has a minimum distance of 120.6km (just clipping the nearest point 

between each circle) and a maximum distance of 347.2km (fly to the furthest point of the circle away 

from the furtherest 

point in the circle you 

have just come from). 

 
On this day, I flew a 

total distance of 

267.05km into the 

assigned areas of this 

task in a time of 2hrs 

37min and 30seconds. 

So to calculate my 

speed you must first 

divide the handicap of 

my glider 

(Mosquito=98) by 100 

to get 0.98. You then 

divide my actual 

distance by 0.98 to 

get my handicapped 

distance. 267.05km / 

0.98 = 272.5km. To 

give you a feel for 

handicaps a PW5 is 81 

and an 18m Discus 2T 

is 106. Just google "GNZ handicap" and you will find the handicap for any glider in NZ. Next you need to turn 

2hrs 37mins 30seconds into hours and decimal of hours by dividing the minutes and seconds by 60. This gets a 

Day 2  Heading for the steamy thermal coming off mount Tongariro'     



time of 2.625hrs. So, remembering school physics; speed = distance / time, my handicapped speed for the day 

was 272.5km / 2.625hrs = 103.8kph. Should I have flown this task distance in 2hrs 15mins I would have come 

in under time and my speed would have been calculated using the minimum task time of 2hrs 30mins.  Should I 

have done this distance and actual speed in a PW5 my handicapped speed would have been 125.6kph or in an 

18m Discus 2T my handicapped speed would have been 96.0kph. The reality is on the day I would have 

travelled a smaller distance in a PW5 in this amount of time and bigger distance in a 18m Discus 2 which in a 

perfect world would have resulted in exactly the same speed. 

 

I hope this helps you make more sense of handicaps, speeds and AAT tasks in contests and helps you realise 

you don't need the latest most high performance glider to enter and compete in a handicapped contest, 

especially one with AAT tasks. 

 

Perched at the top of a very steep top dressing strip awaiting an aerotow retrieve. 

 
 

 

Steve did manage to miss a couple of minor details from his story.   He won the contest, 

first in the Open Class ahead of Trevor Terry and Maurice Weaver.  On the last day Steve 

achieved the only 1000 point (the maximum available points) day of the contest.  Well done 

Steve.     
 

 

 

 



LIBELLE SHARE FOR SALE 

Terry Dagnin’s share in Libelle 201B GIV is up 

for sale.  GIV has done a touch under 3000hrs 

and had some 1540 aerotows.  There are two 

other partners.  She has a Borgelt vario, 

winter vario airspeed, altimeter and compass, 
O2, radio and transponder and parachute.  

Ill health prevents Terry flying solo again so 

his share is available.  He is open to offers.  

Call him on 021 181 5664.  See Graham or Ivor 
for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you at the field 

 

WARM AIR                       

 

NEW ROSTER BELOW 

 



DUTY ROSTER FOR NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2012, JANUARY 2013 
            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

  3 am R Whitby R Carswell P Thorpe 
NOVEMBER   pm       

  4 am D Foxcroft L Page/R Burns A Sunde 

    pm       

  10 am K Bhashyan P Coveney R Carswell 
    pm       

  11 am D Grey S Wallace C Rook 
    pm        

  17 am B Hocking P Thorpe/I Woodfield M Oliver 
    pm       

  18 am G Hodge R Carswell G Lake 
    pm       

  24 am B Mawhinney D Todd P Thorpe 
    pm       

  25 am E McPherson L Page/I Woodfield A Sunde 
    pm       

  1 am I Middlemiss P Coveney R Carswell 
DECEMBER   pm       

  2 am L Middleton I Woodfield/R Burns M Oliver 

    pm       

  8 am P Neely P Thorpe/I Woodfield C Rook 
    pm       

  9 am I O'Keefe S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  15 am T O'Rourke R Carswell P Thorpe 

    pm       

  16 am G Patten L Page/ I Woodfield A Sunde 
  pm       

  22 am K Pillai P Coveney R Carswell 
    pm       

  23 am S Saunders R Burns C Rook 

    pm       

  29 am   XMAS   
    pm   ROSTER   

30 am   XMAS   
    pm   ROSTER   

  5 am   XMAS   
`JANUARY 2013   pm   ROSTER   

  6 am   XMAS   

    pm   ROSTER   

  12 am R Struyck P Thorpe M Oliver 
    pm       

  13 am R Thomson S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  19 am J Pote I Woodfield P Thorpe 
    pm       

  20 am M Belcher R Carswell A Sunde 
    pm       

  26 am S Foreman P Coveney R Carswell 
    pm       

  27 am R Whitby L Page M Oliver 
    pm       

AUCKLAND 28 am K Bhashyan D Todd C Rook 
ANNIVERSARY   pm       

 

 

 


