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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Steve Wallace                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 

                              Duty Pilot: David Foxcroft  

Sunday    Instructing: Ivor Woodfield 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 

                              Duty Pilot: Genny Healey 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Lionel Page starts us off this week 

Forecast was for a great gliding day on Saturday - but first new CFI Ray Burns had to put me through my 

paces with a BFR (Biennial Flight Review). Talking through the take off, aero-tow and boxing the tow as well as 

consequences of a tow upset went well. Spinning went better than anticipated with the lighter weight in the 

front. (also heaps of hot air making it even lighter).  GMW went over well and tucked in nicely for a good full 

turn before recovery. A bunt over on recovery with eyes checking the airspeed indicator as she can speed up 

VERY fast. A bit of a practice with side slipping and then let Ray have turn with spinning to practice for his 

BFR on Sunday. Duly completed and back in the circuit - again very comfortable. Unfortunately not so much 

with the landing - my judgement was a bit off (that is what happens when you have not flown for a while....). 

Nice and safe - just much longer than it should have been. 

Next was a low level release - but the 

instructors were chicken and 

eventually release nice and 

comfortable (500ft) as we were quite 

far from the field. Ray got his own 

back by locking the brakes open when 

I did my pre-landing checks. Got in 

fairly easily - so a great way to 

complete my BFR - thanks Ray.  (bet 
it was not as exciting as mine) 

The conditions were steadily 

improving and the singles were 

getting an airing. 

I got to use my new BFR and took 

Matt Ledger up to further his 

training - and with plenty of lift, it 

was great to be able to demonstrate and exercise and then practice it until proficient. And then do the next 

one. At times were where buzzing around at 3,500ft longing for our new airspace up to 4,500ft (which comes 

into play this coming weekend.) A really good 44 minutes.     I then took his partner Laura up for her third or 

fourth flight - again a great time aloft. And beat Matt by 9 minutes. 

 

The singles were well aired by Gary Patten, Jonathan Pote, Tony Prentice, Roy Whitby, Rudolf Struyck, Ian 

O'Keefe and Andy McKay. David Grey showed up for a pax flight and the 109b Grob motor glider (GNW) even 

popped in for a brief appearance.    Longest flight for the day - was Roy in MP with 120 minutes and Gary with 

an honourable mention of 105 minutes, also in GMP. 



 

Plenty of fun was had by those that made it. A special thanks to Derry for towing us up.  All packed away by 

6.15pm - an excellent safe day - thanks to all.  

 

Peter Thorpe adds a snippet  On Saturday I went to Ardmore to meet Rob Owens and get a type rating on the 

Grob 109 Motor Glider the ATC intend to use for cadet air experience operating with us at Whenuapai.  We 

used to do this many years ago at Hobsonville using a Motor Falke registered GOD and we needed all his help 

to get airborne as it was rather under powered.  After studying the Grob manual and being shown all the 

important bits we launched from Ardmore and flew up the harbour to Whenuapai so that Rob could become 

familiar with the area and I could play with the aircraft in familiar surroundings.  Ardmore is not a very 

friendly place for newbies.  The wind was straight across the runway so that made flying a wide winged, 

narrow tracked, tail dragger quite interesting but I achieved the necessary solo consolidation to qualify for a 

rating so we pinched some gas from RDW and set off back to Ardmore.  A fun day as it is always a satisfying 

challenge to qualify on a new aircraft type. 

 

SUNDAY   Graham Lake was there 
 
This day did not look to be quite as good as 

Saturday.  Typical since "Warm Air"  had 
attended Grandparent duties in Te Awamutu the 

previous day, gazing wistfully at the thermal 

cloud streets everywhere as he and the Dragon 

drove down.  Still the efforts of the previous day 

had earned enough brownie points that he was 

allowed out gliding instead of following the 

Dragon to some sculptures out Milford way. A 

second hint was not required,  The Libelle gotten 

ready and a nice two hour flight taken, (longest of 

the day too).  He got to indulge in severals runs to 

the Waitakere foothills out the back of 

Henderson, all at 2500ft and the speed of heat.  

Dave Foxcroft came out with 

two friends for passenger 

flights.  Matt Ledger and Laura 

came out but were time limited 

and missed out.  The other 

singles went up while  Gary 

Patten and Christina Keil took 

the twin later in the day as it 

all cycled back in.  A quick trip 

to Wellsford and back seemed 

in order.  Warm Air"  headed 
to Parakai to bring back our 

towie Craig Rook, (our baby is 

due a 100hr) while the rest out 

everything away and had a cold 

one. 

 

Instructor Peter Thorpe 
writes:  On Sunday it was back 

to being a glider instructor.  

Ray texted me to say he had the key which was good as it meant I had time to stop for a coffee on my way to 

the field.  I wondered why he was so keen until he reminded me that he had arranged for me to do his BFR 

first up.  Woops, I had forgotten.  The wind was calm aloft but on the ground it favoured 08 so off down the 

other end we went and prepared to launch.  Airborne at 1100 was a pretty good effort and up to 2500ft for 



the usual spinning attempt.  Not completely successful but close enough considering it was MW and we 

finished with a low release from over the sea 

near Herald Island so that Dave Foxcroft could 

then take his two lady  friends flying (one at a 

time you understand).  Lionel launched in MP and 

Tony in VF followed by our own Warm Air in  

IV.  All had good flights of an hour plus so Gary 

had a go in MP and I thought that I should join in 

with VF.   

 

Another dismal failure at 22 minutes while 

others were telling the world they were at 

3500ft.  I think I have lost my thermalling mojo 

but I am pretty good at take offs and landings.  

The wind moved so we had to change ends and 

Gary and Christina went off for the longest 

flight of the day (nope beaten by 10 minutes by 
the mighty Libelle)  while I took a trial flight and 
Kris Pillai did nearly an hour in MP.  Ray came 

back for another spinning sortie and then it was 

1730 and time to pack up.  RDW had to go to 

Parakai for maintenance so Craig and Warm Air 

did that while we had a beer.  A good day with 13 

flights. 

 
CHRISTINA'S COAST RUN  Christina Keil is a visiting Glider Pilot from Germany.  She owns a LS1F and is 
out here for the summer.  She got a chance to do a coast run with Steve Wallace in our Twin 2.  These are her 
impressions. 
 

My time has come to write a little article for 'Warm Air'. Before I start to tell you my little adventure along 

the coast, I would like to introduce myself.   Maybe you 

have seen me at the airfield during the last weeks. I am 

sure you've heard (maybe because of my not sooo good 

english) that I am not from here. I am from the other side 

of the world, from good old Germany. Quite a long way, so 

I guess you could understand that I have taken this long 

trip not without a good reason: I am doing an internship 

here in Auckland. In Germany, for beeing exact, in Bavaria, 

in a city called Freising-Weihenstephan (30km north of 

Munich) I am studying Landscape Architekture in the 7th 

Semester.  

During the time I am doing this internship (from 10th 

September to 8th February) I am living in the house from 

my boss Angelique- luckily it is on Herald Island, a really 

short way to Whenuapai. When I arrived I did know that 

the Whenaupai Airbase exist, but I didn't know that there 

is a gliding club.  

Well, I was nearly born in the flying world, my father 

started flying in north western Germany in 1969, flew 

some competitions and got a flight instructor. Because he had to school during the weekend and my mother 

had to work, my brother and me spent almost every weekend at the airfield Borkenberge. So it was clear that 

I at least would try to start flying, and it caught me. It all began in the year 2005 in which I had my first 



alone flights with only 13 years. With 16 then I got my licence and at the age of 19 I bought myself a glider, a 

beautiful Ls-1f and gave her, after I repainted her wings, the new competitions identifier CH.  

A short time after I moved from Northrhine-Westfalia to Bavaria- officially because I could do my course of 

studies only there, Unofficially because you can fly much easier much longer distances there.... 

This year I started flying in the Alps. I think the fact that the humans tried to get own wings, developed 

wooden, metal or glasfiber airplanes, is for experience a world like this. A breathtaking scenery full of magic 

beauty, in which we gliderpilots can move like eagles above majestic, old and huge mountains.  Like eagles- not 

like seagulls. CoAstflying is just like that- moving like a seagull. I never felt more like beeing able to fly like a 

bird than this flight.  

 

As you know, I am from Germany, where I have a beautiful LS-1F and I fly in the alps. I came here, because I 

had the chance of doing an internship in Auckland. For the moment, I am living at Herald Island, really close to 

Whenuapai Airbase. When I arrived, I didn't know that gliding is possible in this area. I was so happy when I 

got the chance to get to know your club! Thank you again, for this friendly and companionably welcome. 

In Germany I never heard of your coast run before. Around 1920/30 in eastern Germany/western Poland 

there were some pilots who were flying along dunes with their SG 38 and similar gliders. But that was the only 

time I heard from something like a that.   I also never thought I would ever have the chance to participate in 

a Coast Run.   Gary wrote me on Tuesday that a coast run could be possible on Thursday, so I tried to get a 

day off and I luckily succeed. We met around half past eight and prepare our gliders for the day. Cleaning 

canopies, packing all our things into place and trying to get the loggers working. Around 10.00hrs VF with 

Jonathan started. I thought, that he’s a very brave and tough man to do the first launch of the day, especially 

with a PW-5. Steve Foreman with LS4 GKP, Ivor Woodfield with the Libelle IV and Gary Patten with MP 

started afterwards. Steve Wallace and I got the last launch and around 1200 we released. The tow was much 

more rough than most tows I ever did before, but we had no real trouble. I hope our tow pilot Craig didn't 

have some, too. 

Steve showed me Murawai Beach and 

explained to me the way you have to 

fly if you want to jump from the dunes 

to the cliffs- necessary if you want to 

fly more than 750km or maybe 

1000km within OLC rules. Okay, 

1000ft, so we can go to the cliffs. 

What an absolute stunning view, 

looking and flying over the sea. Seeing 

relatively low, but white and long 

waves bluster against the sometimes 

dark black or bright white cliffs. And 

I have never seen black sand before. 

Steve let me fly for this part of the 

coast. He was often said 'lower' and I trusted him, even when I had to convert our height into meters for 

trying to believe how low we were. After crossing Manukau Habor he said to me that he would like to take 

over the controls and we wouldn't fly higher 600ft/180m. I trusted him again, but could not imagine what 

would follow. 

For centuries, maybe for thousands of years the humans dreamed of flying. Flying like a bird, free, elegant 

and fast, following the rushing shadow over rocks and water, waves and hills. And so we did. Circling around 

rough, steep cliffs, nearly jumping over fences and hunting sheep and cows. I never believed that somebody 

could fly such a -sorry old Twin-,  heavy and not willing to be agile plastic bomber,  perfectly around dangerous 

and turbulent rocks like Steve did. Viper would have been proud of you, Maverick! Maybe even he did not 

thought that it could be possible to get wet by the spray of a rolling wave... :-D 



Steve taught me to glide next to the cliffs, 

how to cross Waikato River and where to 

turn at Raglan. It was very unusual for me 

to fly so low, I had never a problem flying 

next to the ground, but normally I am doing 

that over the top of thousands of meter 

high mountain, half of a circle to the right 

or left side and I have a gain at least 

hundreds of meters air under my glider. 

During a coast run you're often not higher 

than 600 or 700ft with sometimes no 

landing option under your wings. Steve 

showed me what was possible at this day, 

so to believe in the power of the strong 

western wind and to realize that it will 

work whatever happens was easier than I 

thought. 

It is very easy and relaxing to travel like this, when you always know that you got lift at nearly every place of 

the cliff. I was feeling very comfortable after I became accustomed to this type of gaining distance. 

But one very exciting point for me was the final. We got 2000ft above Murawai Beach, so Steve decide to fly 

back home. During this flight home we flew through a lot of sink, so I didn't said to what my GPS was 

calculating at the worst times for a arrival height: -120ft... But we found some lift so we hat again 300ft 

above the hangars. One turn and we landed. After landing (and visiting the nature toilet) Steve said he had a 

job for me. I didn't know what he meant, but after he wiped with a finger above over the wing, I understood: 

It was salt at the wing! The whole glider was covered in a thin layer of salt! And I was happy that not only the 

Twin had salty wings, the others had it too. (That meant it was normal and nobody would think we had been 

flying thaaat low.....) 

After washing I gave the old, brave Twin a little 

attention from a bottle of turtle wax, and at least 

the wings were looking like new. 

If you will see and hear my videos, you will hear 

how often I said the word 'unbelievable'. I didn't 

count how often I said it during this flight. Maybe 

Steve was thinking I would only know this only 

English word... However, I am absolutely sure that 

this was the most amazing flight a glider pilot can 

ever have. It was a great pleasure to accompany 

you, Steve.     And all the others: Be happy and 

proud that you are able to fly like this and that 

you maybe have the greatest area for coast flying 

which this world can provide next to your door! 

After we the gliders were in the hangar again, it came the time to go back home after a wonderful day. When 

I left the hanger, the gliders wings were glinting in the last ray of light which was falling through the closed 

hangar doors- it seemed as if they were blinking to me- promising much more fun for the next run. Coast run- 

what a heavenly drug! 

One thing I would like to add to this: I am very sure, that you will have soon more company during the next 

flights. Please think about marking your glider with daylight glowing film. It is not possible to see gliders 

above the white spray/spume from the waves. Even in the mountains it is easier to see gliders, because the 

snow is not moving so you can see at least a gliders shade. 



And one more to add: Herzlichen Glückwunsch/Congratulations Jonathan to your first five hours flight! Well 

done in very special conditions! I can just say: Hats off! 

 
AIRSPACE CHANGES 

The new airspace changes are effective this weekend.    Most important is that G158 and 159 are no-longer 

ours.  They are replaced with new numbers.  Where we would normally ask for 158 and 159 we should now be 

requesting 155 (Woodhill) , 154 (Whenuapai) and also 156 (Hobsonville).   These are all 2500 to 3500 ft.   The 

really good bit is G153 (Waitoki), 3500 to 4500ft that pretty much encompasses the boundaries of G151, 154, 

155 and 156.  In simple terms, once we get all the airspace open we will have Whenuapai North to the 30nm 

arc up to 4500ft coast to coast with the exception of the bits around Parakai and the Kaipara Harbour.  

beyond the 30nm arc we can go to 6500ft. 

A copy of the new chart is at the end of this newsletter. 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH PILOTS!  Nathan  Graves is our new organiser 
 
Sunday 23 November ....0900     

 

It's the start of the soaring season and there's no reason why you guys can't 

enjoy it too! From now on we will try to have once a month for the youth to excel in 

your training towards QGP. So it's time to dust off the logbooks and find your 

training syllabus and head back to the field. It will be a good day to revise and to 

stretch your legs in the faithful Twin Astir. It will be a 9am start and we will be able to use the twin all to 

ourselves until midday and you guys may use it after midday but you may have to wait for other club members. 

 

Don't forget to bring your logbook and training syllabus. All Youth pilots are welcome and encouraged to 

attend. This is a good day way to further develop your gliding career.  

Hope to see as many of you guys out there. If you have any questions give me a text or a call on 0211862781. 

I'm happy to answer any queries may have.  

 
CHRISTMAS 

After much discussion we have decided to stay at home this Christmas, to fly from home and to take 

advantage of our new airspace.  We will fly most days of the holiday break and will aim to have an Instructor 

and Towie rostered on for each day...just to provide some certainty.   

TAILPIECE -  

Don't forget the basic rule, get your name on the board as soon as if you want a club glider.  Let everyone 

know if you are time limited so you done miss out, come along early is better than late in the day where we 

hope to have a full house and be prepared to help get things set up or to help put it all away at the end of the 

day.  Gliders and towplanes do not come out by themselves and they do not put themselves away. 

MEMBERSHIP FORMS 

Thank you to all who have paid your subs, however the membership forms are an absolute must.  If you 
have not yet completed the forms (including the section with flight hours) can you please do so as soon 
as possible.  The completed forms can be either be scanned and emailed to : 

lionelpnz@gmail.com or ray@rayburns.nz  

Or you can use snail mail to the address on the top of the form.   

Forms are in the Caravan in the red concertina file or on the Documents page of the website at 
www.ascgliding.org 



 

 

 

 



Duty Roster for Nov, Dec, Jan 2014/2015 - Final 

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Nov 
1 K BHASHYAM R BURNS D BELCHER   

2 K BRIDGES R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
8 S FOREMAN L PAGE C ROOK   

9 R FORSTER P THORPE D BELCHER   

  
15 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE R CARSWELL   

16 G HEALEY I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

  
22 B HOCKING R BURNS G LAKE   

23 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL C ROOK   

  
29 T O'ROURKE L PAGE D BELCHER   

30 G PATTEN P THORPE R CARSWELL   

Dec 
6 K PILLAI I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

7 J POTE R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
13 T PRENTICE S WALLACE C ROOK   

14 R STRUYCK R BURNS D BELCHER   

  
20 M WARD P THORPE R CARSWELL   

21 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD G LAKE   

  
27 J FOOT R CARSWELL P THORPE   

28 N GRAVES S WALLACE D BELCHER   

Jan 
3 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL   

4 K BHASHYAM R BURNS G LAKE   

  
10 K BRIDGES P THORPE C ROOK   

11 S FOREMAN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

  
17 R FORSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE   

18 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE G LAKE   

Anniversary 

Weekend 

24 G HEALEY L PAGE R CARSWELL   

25 B HOCKING P THORPE C ROOK   

26 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

Jan/Feb 
31 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE   

1 G PATTEN R CARSWELL G LAKE   

 


