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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 022 357 6731 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Ivor Woodfield                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 

                              Duty Pilot:    Genny Healey  

Sunday    Instructing: Ray Burns     

  Towing: Craig Rook 

                  Duty Pilot  Ian O'Keefe 
MEMBERS NEWS 

 

SATURDAY  Instructor (sort of) Lionel Page starts 

 

VERY early start - but was still late.  (Again?) 

 

I met Jonathan Pote and Ray Burns at the 

main gate with the Radio. It appears that 

some ATC Cadets had got misdirected into 

the Base rather than around it.  I gave Ray 

the keys and he left to greet the crowd 

patiently waiting at the Gliding Club gate 

while I sorted out some lost souls. 

 

Seemed that everything worked like clockwork for a change 

and we had the aircraft DI’d and ready in super quick time with 

the first launch leaving at 9.15am. (And this was after a VERY 

thorough DI/briefing by CFI Burns.) 

 

There was plenty of flying with poor Ray stuck in the cockpit 

(and me enviously looking on whilst feeling sorry for myself as I 

had grounded myself due to ill health.)  (you forgot about Ivor 

Woodfield and Rex Carswell who also stepped up). 

 

A while later Grob 109 GNW arrived from Drury and Peter 

Thorpe  began taking Cadets up in that as well. Soon things 

were ticking along nicely with a continue stream of cadets 

climbing out of aircraft and new ones climbing in. 

 

Gary Patten took MP for an airing and Graham Lake flew IV 

although the conditions conspired against them and cycled out 

just as they launched, so the flights were fairly short. Still 

Gary did get the longest flight with 26 minutes. 

 



All in all, 21 flights with Brendon Moore taking a final circuit flight after a long day looking after books. 

Thanks Brendon. 

Towie Ruan Heynike looks at his busy day;  I showed up to the club at an earlier time as requested to find 

around 25 ATC cadets eagerly awaiting at 

the gate, this was going to be a long day I 

thought to myself.  

Ray Burns quickly gathered them round 

and gave them briefings and showed them 

around the gliders which gave me a chance 

to prepare the tow plane in a peaceful 

manner. We were up and running in no 

time with the first launch around 0915, 

sky clear and only about a knot or two of 

wind so it was a very smooth ride up to 

2000ft. After the first few tows the 

ground team got into a nice routine which 

meant that we could turn around MW in a 

reasonable time efficient manner.  

GNW arrived and joined in on the 

action with Peter Thorpe as the pilot in command. The cadets passed the time by kicking around a rugby ball 

and hanging around in the shade, all seemed well behaved without a complaint. Majority of the tows were in 

the twin for the cadets with only two takers to go up in a single glider, on one of the single tows I took up one 

of the cadets in RDW who seemed to have thoroughly enjoyed it. The wind picked up in the afternoon, a 

steady 12 or so knots down the runway which helped with reducing the takeoff rolls. We wrapped up around 

1700, RDW effortlessly completed a massive 21 tows for the day! The hangar was locked up and I managed to 

sneak away with a beer in hand. 

SUNDAY Towie Derry Belcher has first go: 

 

Prior to the weekend, emails circulated regarding the arrival of a royal flight on Sunday so I rang the 

rostered instructor Rex Carswell on Saturday evening to confirm we were still due to meet at the gate at 

0800 for the ATC cadet flying. 

 

On Sunday morning, Ivor Woodfield kindly 

picked up the gate key, radio, and received the 

briefing for the day's movements and we 

opened up and pulled the aircraft out.  While we 

D.I'd and readied the gliders and towplane, 

Mike Ward turned up to advise us that the 

royals were not coming into WP after all, which 

meant that we would not be grounded for an 

extended period, although the tower was on all 

day due to other movements so I didn't hold my 

breath. 

 

We did 21 tows off runway 26 giving a total 

climb of around 37,500 feet, just to put a 

different slant on it.  Conditions were not 

conducive for sustained thermal soaring and it was difficult trying to work any buoyant areas on tow so most 

flights were pleasant drift-down glides from release, which is actually best for air experience flights anyway. 

 

Nathan Graves kindly did the honors and went to replenish the motion-lotion for RDW and the ATC Grob G109 

motorglider, GNW that Peter Thorpe was flying. 



We had a couple of interesting moments during the day.  One bit of excitement was when the Boeing 757 was 

on approach at one stage, with two club light aircraft, a glider, the G109, and the towplane all trying to get on 

the ground and needing to talk to the tower for clearances.  Thankfully, the 757 lost the glide-slope and 

elected to do a quick re-circuit for another go.... (according to Base Ops man when I dropped the radio back 

later).  All in all, the tower-man 

had a very busy day and we 

appreciated his help in keeping 

us rolling to get through all the 

ATC cadets. 

 

The towplane performed 

admirably although another few 

ponies wouldn't go amiss, along 

with a softer seat, a sun-visor, 

and air-conditioning :). 

 

I was most impressed with the 

way the ATC cadets behaved 

during the day and happy for 

them that they had two great 

days of flying. 
 
Instructor Rex Carswell  adds 

his recollections:  What a great 

weekend!  Not so good for Saturdays rostered instructor though.  Lionel Page advised a few days early that 

he had a bit of a cold developing, so requested some 'stand in' assistance to do the flying bits.  Not a problem 

- Ray Burns was there bright and early to get the clubs twin out and the flying underway.  I was able to come 

out too, and arrived late morning to assist for the rest of the day, as a 'warm up' for a full day as duty 

instructor on the Sunday.  Peter Thorpe carried out all the dual flights in the Grob D109 motor glider.  

The Time Sheet logs show a total of 33 launches on Saturday, being 19 for the Twin GMW (ATC Cadets),  12 

for the motor glider GNW (ATC Cadets), and one each for Gary Patten in GMP and Graham Lake in GIV. 

Sunday was pretty busy too with a total of 30 launches,  14 for GMW (ATC Cadets),  9 for GNW (ATC 

Cadets).  Kris Pillai flew GMP and Tony Prentice flew GVF, and Nathan Graves had two launches in GMW, one 

being for a dual check with CFI Ray Burns before taking a passenger flight. 

The entire weekend ran smoothly thanks to excellent help from club members present, included for thanks 

are Brendan Moore, Nathan Graves, Enya McPherson, Ivor Woodfield, Neville Swan, Roy Whitby, Tony 

Prentice, Graham Lake, Jonathan Pote, Kris Pillai, Gary Patten - and not forgetting the towies Ruan Heynike 

and Derry Belcher.  (I apologies for those I haven't recalled for a mention here as I write.) 

 

CADET WEEKEND CAMP  Club 

member and stalwart of both days, 

Roy Whitby sums up the weekend 

 

Was it a success, a resounding yes. 

 

Club member turnout particularly 

Saturday was very pleasing setting 

up and organising things and getting 

our first flight away by 0915. 

 

The cadets were well organised and 

our turnaround time was impressive, 

with slick briefings and launchings (two instructors and a launcher). 

 

The Grob 109 joined in and a couple of single flights were slotted in, it was the a very smooth operation with 

no hiccups. 



 

The cadets all got their flights over the two days and seemed to enjoy themselves.  I think the club deserves 

a pat on the back for their effort. 

 

When I was leaving on 

Sunday afternoon I was 

approached by two 

different cadets to say 

"thank you very much 

sir". This made my day. 

 

The hanger door stop 

post broke off at ground 

level over the weekend. 

We (3) purchased and 

cemented a new pole in 

to replace it. 
 
 

HAWKEYE'S CENTRAL PLATEAU REGIONALS 

Day 1  

118 Galatea A/F -  Atiamuri Bridge - Otaunga A/s -  Aratiatia -  Finish N 

 Task distance: 125.82 km  /  291.95 km 

 (207.98 km) 

 Task duration: 2:15:00 

Started out well and headed up to Galatea had some 

good glides, got to Atiamuri (which everybody was 

calling ‘The Valley of Death’). I tried heading to the 

last turnpoint but the sky was blue and the clouds 

looked a long way away so pushed as far as I could but 

couldn’t make the circle and turned back for a 22 km 

glide home, Only 4 completed the task. 

Placed 12 out of 19. 

Day 2 

 126 Kaingaroa H/Q -  Tirau R/J -  Finish 

N 

 Task distance: 103.35 km  /  

302.48 km  (200.08 km) 

 Task duration: 2:30:00 

Today I was first up on the grid 17 other 

gliders behind it was over an hour before 

the start gate was open it’s a time you gain and lose and hopefully stay up until the gate opens, The edge of 



the circle was up by Normans corner a well-known spot for some lift I got a small climb but nothing great, I 

headed over the valley to the Paeroa Range hoping to get some lift Ridge but nothing, I saw David Hirst and 

we both thermalled in nothing basically. 

At this point I knew I was probably going to landout as I was at 1600ft agl, I decide to fly towards some 

paddocks by Lake Atiamuri and arrived at 1250 ft, now that I had a paddock to drop in on, I was less than 

1000ft when across the river onto the windward 

side of the hill, somebody on the radio asked 

who’s that in ‘The Valley of Death’ I quickly on 

the Radio ‘Kilo Papa’ it was an inspiring call not. 

I managed to climb out of the hole and got some 

height and headed to the next hill I should have 

topped up here but  decided to head to Tokoroa 

as I headed off the hill in front kept getting 

higher so I had to turn back and try again so this 

required another save from 1100ft yes had 

another paddock sorted, I climbed up once again 

and headed off in a different direction but was 

not successful and landed out in a well-known 

farm of Mr Singh. I joined 8 others that didn’t 

get around, 13th for the day. 

Day 3 

 147 Matamata - Hoddle Rd A/S - Aratiatia -  Finish N 

 Task distance: 177.25 km  /  298.67 km  (234.61 km) 

 Task duration: 2:30:00 

Oh Crap back across ‘The Valley of Death’ today 

time to get high and stay high, I started well 

first though the start gate by a minute, have to 

take the small psychological wins in my own head, 

The day before was a no fly day so a lot of us got 

our flarms reading correct ,with some stations 

being set up around the country to track 

progress, I have an aerial on order whether it be 

set up somewhere on base or on my house ( one 

on the coast at Muriwai would be great to)  it 

should be able to show up on flightradar24. 

So it was great to see on the LX9050 6 boogies 

on my 6. I had one climb around Ohakuri and the 

second at Tokorua approx   where I thought great should be easy now but the sky was soft and was a glide 

downwards, the wind was light and was hard to judge the direction. I had a few paddock to choose from there 

is a video on my Facebook of the landing, I had chosen a cut paddock but changed my mind on finals with  

power lines thought I could be a bit high for the paddock and 3/4 the way to end of paddock was a slope down 

so went for the longer one just to be sure, although in the end the other would have been ok. Hindsight I 

should of keep going to Matamata where it was a mixed bag with some getting lift mainly the big wings while 

most of the 15 metre landed out. 



Unfortunately 3 Taupo gliders where damaged NM hit an irrigation sprinkler, ML landed on a A/S but had a 

drench or something through the middle of it and under carriage U/S and very sadly XA had the tail broken 

off in a paddock with long grass after a ground loop  

Placed 15th for the day 

Day 4 

194 Rerewhakaitu Farm - TeAwa Camp -  Ohaaki Tower -  Finish N 

 Task distance: 75.49 km  /  210.14 km  (136.82 km) 

 Task duration: 2:00:00 

Today was the last day it was a small task but 

proved very difficult as only 5 got around 

It was blue and hot, I decided not to muck 

around in the valley and headed to Normans 

corner to get the second climb then headed 

into the Kaingaroa Forrest getting climbs in 

the cleared areas on the way back once again 

had paddocks ready at 1000ft several times 

but was able to hang in as a Hawk kindly 

marked the core 

 Packing up and heading Home with the CX5 

handling the 2 landouts no problem 

 

 

 



The Taupo comp is all about fun and getting set for the coming season, with all gliders in 1 class flying with or 

without water so all tasks were AAT. 

I ended up 13 out of 19 with Mark Tingey winning the comp in the JS1 21m 

The word in the street …… Tauranga Gliding club with 3 JS1 are putting an effort in to win the  

OLC club competition this year and were ecstatic to see they are currently leading. Let’s get Logging! 

Regionals are coming up to with a number of our club members entered would be great to see VF and MP go (if 

not already booked) and compete it doesn’t have to be one pilot for the week and there is the new novice class 

with day entries, the novice tasks will be set so that you can get around and tasks will be set over landable 

areas if you do land out. Come ON! Go see the CFI NOW!  

TAILPIECE 

Our chilly bin drinks and chocolates have been come up a bit short in the cash department.  Guys,  No cash, no 

goodies. 

 

Well done and thanks to all club members 

who came out and helped with Cadet flying 

one or both days of the weekend.  A slick 

operation that got through 21 aerotowed 

flights each day.  Excellent work and a 

fulfilling weekend. 

Ian O'Keefe's new glider has arrived.   

 

Warm Air  



Duty Roster For Nov, Dec 15, Jan 2016 

      Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Nov 7 B MOORE L PAGE R HEYNIKE 
  

  8 E MCPHERSON R CARSWELL D BELCHER 
  

  14 G HEALEY I WOODFIELD R CARSWELL 
  

  15 I O'KEEFE R BURNS C ROOK 
  

  21 T O'ROURKE L PAGE J WAGNER 
  

  22 G LAKE R CARSWELL R HEYNIKE 
  

  28 G PATTEN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER 
  

  29 S THOMAS I WOODFIELD F MCKENZIE 
  

Dec 5 K PILLAI R CARSWELL C ROOK 
  

  6 J POTE I WOODFIELD P THORPE 
  

  12 T PRENTICE S WALLACE R CARSWELL 
  

  13 R WHITBY L PAGE J WAGNER 
  

  19 J FOOT R BURNS R HEYNIKE 
  

  20 N GRAVES R CARSWELL D BELCHER 
  

Jan-16 9 K BHASHYAM L PAGE F MCKENZIE 
  

  10 S FOREMAN R BURNS C ROOK 
  

  16 D FOXCROFT P THORPE J WAGNER 
  

  17 D GREY R CARSWELL R HEYNIKE 
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23 B MOORE I WOODFIELD P THORPE 
  

24 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL 
  

25 G HEALEY R BURNS D BELCHER 
  

  30 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL F MCKENZIE 
  

  31 T O'ROURKE I WOODFIELD C ROOK 
  

 


