
WARM AIR 14 Jun 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Ray Burns                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 
                              Duty Pilot: Kris Pillai 
Sunday.     Instructing: David Todd 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot: Enya McPherson 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Rex Carswell give the words 

Another one of those day where the weather experts warned us during the week to expect rain, but as this 
Saturday got nearer the rain prediction was progressively delayed. as it turned out, the rain stayed away - 
albeit, a grey day ensued with no prospect of any thermal activity.  However, conditions were perfect for 
smooth upper air exercises . Only two flights carried out Both Nathan Graves and Rudolph Struyck too good 
advantage of the day - allowing us plenty of time to have a good chat about the (hi speed flight) and (rapid 
descent ), before taking to the air.  But, in addition to the (gloominess) of the sky, these topics have lots of 
(dont's) in them.  And to top it all off , there is nothing in these exercises that are (efficient) in sustaining 
flight!  So- the briefings were far from being brief - the longest part of the flights was probably the tow to 
3000ft - and resultant cost per minute of these flights isn't talked about!  Also in attendance during the day, 
were Ray Burns, Roy Whitby, Neville Swan, Tony Prentice Gary Patten, Ivor Woodfield and towie Jamie 
Wagner.  An optomistic approach had all three gliders ready at 08 end, but the two singles remained on the 
ground.  With nothing else happening, Jamie and Gary headed out in RDW to check on the yachts just after 
their start for the Auckland - Suva yacht race and Warm air in the  winter series.  The tug had the longest 
flight of the day. 

Graham Lake was out sailing and saw the yellow peril come circling round the yacht a couple of times.  Graeme 
Preston, who flew with us last week, was also on the Yacht and recognised RDW immediately.  We came second 
on handicap.  Towie Jamie Wagner was flying with Gary Patten along for the ride. 

SUNDAY  Instructor Ivor Woodfield starts us off 
 

Despite the forecasts of the preceding few days, 
the day dawned rain free, and I could even see 
patches of sky through the cloud. Driving through to 
the base there were a few light spits of rain, but 
still the sky did not look so bad. Base Ops told me 
there were to be no military movements all day, and 
there was a light north easterly, so it would be a 08 
day. After picking up the radio and keys I headed to 
the gate, and got things unlocked. Before too long 
Derry had arrived, followed shortly by Tony, which 
meant we had a full team. Despite the fact that a 
couple of keen power section members had started 
bashing the circuit, the cloud base was looking very 
low, so we opted not to get things out immediately. 
Instead Derry went off with Ray to try and find 
fuel knowing that our usual gas station has been completely dismantled. They were gone for quite a while, but 
managed to find fuel [and coffee] before returning. 



 
Before too long first Gary and then 
Graham arrived to do some further 
work on MPs trailer. The scene was 
set for lots of discussions around the 
repairs to RDW and the ongoing work 
on Ray's KA 6. Throughout, and 
despite an improving sky, no-one 
actually turned up to fly, and by 
around 12.30, those that were not 
working on welding the trailer were 
thinking of heading home. At about 
this time it was pointed out that the 
club fleet would need to go through 
annual inspections before they could 
fly again, and so would need to be 
dismantled. And just about then it 
decided to rain. So began an 

interesting hour of moving things around in the hanger and pulling bits of gliders. Fortunately the rain was 
very short lived so we were able to push RDW and the red tractor outside, allowing enough room to de-wing all 
the gliders and arrange the resulting parts neatly in the hanger. 
 
Once that was successfully done there was time for a short break, during which time some folk went off to 
collect food while others created space in the hanger. By mid afternoon the trailer repair crew were set up 
and starting to pull the damaged parts away and weld up a new frame. 
 



So sadly there was no flying done, and indeed no people wanting to fly. None the less lots of good work was 
done, and stories told, before the day was out. 
 
Towie Derry Belcher adds:   No-one turned up to fly so Ray and I took RDW's empty fuel containers to 
Westgate for fuel then Tony helped me refuel the towplane.   Thanks to the help of Ivor, Ray, Roy, Gary, 
Tony and Graham, we derigged the club gliders in preparation for their annual inspections this week. 
 
GLIDING NEW ZEALAND AGM Peter Thorpe went along: 
 
Last weekend I attended the GNZ AGM in Wellington as both our club delegate and in my role as Quality 
Manager for GNZ.  Also present were Steve and Lisa Wallace and Steve Foreman and Aida.  I missed the 
Youth Glide meeting but the Sailplane Racing Committee (SRC) meeting saw Steve Wallace appointed Chairman 
and Steve Foreman as a member – well done guys.   
  
There was a general round table talk from clubs about how they are encouraging cross country flying and then 
a chat about aero towing with microlights.  To my surprise that consisted of me talking about the FK9 and 
Canterbury sharing their experiences with the Eurofox.  Lots of questions  from other clubs as the realisation 
is sinking in that keeping a Pawnee running is rapidly becoming uneconomic for all but the largest clubs and 
while there is still some resistance to the use of microlight /LSA type aircraft most see it as the inevitable 
way forward. 
  
The late afternoon presentation was from Peter and Lisa Trotter from Australia on coaching for cross 
country flying as opposed to instructing.  They are a husband and wife team who each have more than 4,500 
hours glider time and have been involved in coaching for many years.  They explained how coaching works in 
Australia and suggested how we could do the same in NZ as a means of boosting interest in cross country 
flying and helping improve retention of members.  
  
The evening presentation was a very entertaining talk from Gavin Wills who told us about his early flying 
experiences.  He is another pilot with over 3000 hours in gliders and has been flying his Piper Cub around the 
Southern Alps for 30 plus years so he has a heap of experience and some hilarious tales of daring-do that 
would be severely frowned upon these days.  
  
Then we got to the presentation of annual GNZ awards and that turned into a bit of an ASC benefit as four of 
our members featured as follows: 

• Air NZ Soaring Award – awarded to the pilot who has shown the most significant improvement in their 
personal standard of competition or record flying during the year – Steve Wallace 

• CWF Hamilton Award – this trophy is awarded to a New Zealander operating in NZ for the most 
meritorious flight that is a NZ gliding record – Abbey Delore and Enya McPherson for their female 
100 km out and return speed record of 131.99 kph in a Janus B on the Kaimai Ridge. 

• Air NZ Cross-Country Awards – this is a decentralised competition for pilots who have not completed 
a Gold distance flight and is determined by the highest total handicapped distance from three 
flights.  North Island Division 1st place Steve Foreman 1086 points, 2nd place Ian O’Keefe 533 
points. 

 
To finish the weekend the AGM was held on Sunday morning and from that you will be pleased to hear that 
there will be no increase in affiliation fees this year.  The new GNZ President is Karen Morgan, a lady from 
the deep south who flies an ASH 25 and the Vice President is Steve Wallace. 
  
My day finished with a management review meeting where the executive committee and operations and 
airworthiness chairmen reviewed various quality indicators and audit findings to ensure follow up actions are 
being completed.  We are in the process of applying to renew GNZ’s Part 149 certification and CAA requires a 
lot of ticks in a lot of boxes. 
  
A good weekend and hearty congratulations to our club members who received awards and/or stood for 
committee positions. 



 

 
 
The best dressed dynamic duo of Steve Squared strike again at the GNZ annual conference dinner in Wellington.   Steve 
Foreman, winner of the Air New Zealand Cross Country Championships Trophy (Northern Division). Worthy of note, second 
place was Ian O¹Keefe and third place was Gary Patten. Clean sweep for the ASC.   Steve Wallace, winner of the Air New 
Zealand Koru Soaring Award for outstanding achievement in New Zealand Gliding 

 

MP TRAILER HELP 

We are in the process of doing some remedial work on MP trailer to bring it up to WOF standard as well as 
some longer term preservation.  Gary Patten and Roy Whitby have done pretty much all of the work to date.  
We could do with a little help in couple of areas, to paint the exposed metal parts under the trailer,  and to 
reinstall the lower side walls.  Can we please have a volunteer for either or both of these two.  Our first 
preference is for a volunteer to paint under the trailer. 

STEVE WALLACE DINNER 

Many of you know, one of our instructors, Steve Wallace, has been selected to represent New Zealand at the 
World Gliding Championships in Poland.  He is leaving town in early July.   As it is around our normal mid winter 
dinner we thought it was a real good time to have our mid winter dinner and to make it a benefit for Steve 
Wallace while we were at it.  

We will do this on Sunday 29 June 14 at 1830 at the Browns Bay RSA.  These guys do a really good "all you can 
eat" buffet for $25 per head.  We will also ask for a donation towards Steve's  tilt at the Worlds and 
suggest $25 per head.  (a bit more than the $20 I mistakenly suggested last week) .  This is a great chance to 
get together and to help one of our very talented instructors and contest pilots as he goes up against the 
world's best.  This is not just for ASC members and the invite is open to all. 



Can you please let either Peter Thorpe or Warm Air  know if you intend to come along.   

QGP GROUND COURSES 

It is hoped to run a series of lectures followed by the QGP exams later this winter.   If this goes ahead, it 
will be on consecutive Tuesdays, Wednesdays OR Thursdays at 7 PM at Whenuapai.  The first session (for all, 
ESPECIALLY QGP holders!) will be on Threat and Error Management. The five subjects will follow and finally a 
seventh evening for all the exams. 

Please let me know jonathanpote47@gmail.com THIS WEEK if you would like to attend - those who have 
already passed are very welcome to come again. 

UK INTERSERVICES GLIDING CONTEST.   

Steve Saunders sent us this photo of the 2014 Interservices  Contest.  He did the inter services one 
year(2008) along with 18m nationals.  There were 101 ac on the grid.  I was number 101 and at the bottom of 
the stack…………………………eyes in the back of your head time. 

 

TAILPIECE 
 
Who saw our very smartly turned out Jonathan Pote on TV as he presented at the dedication of MoTaT's 
Lancaster.  Good work Jonathan. 
 
I we can get our act together with a viable scoring sheet, look for another landing contest on Sunday. 
 
Cheers 
 
Warm Air 



 

DUTY ROSTER FOR MAY, JUNE, JULY 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  3 am K Bhashyam I Woodfield C Rook  

MAY   pm        

  4 am K Boyes A McKay D Belcher  

    pm        

  10 am K Bridges L Page P Thorpe  

    pm        

  11 am S Foreman R Burns R Carswell  

    pm         

  17 am R Forster S Wallace G Lake  

    pm        

  18 am D Foxcroft R Carswell J Wagner  

    pm        

  24 am G Healey D Todd D Belcher  

    pm        

  25 am B Hocking P Thorpe D Belcher  

    pm        

  31 am I O'Keefe P Coveney P Thorpe  

    pm        

JUNE 1 am T O'Rourke A McKay C Rook ATC cadets 

    pm        

QUEENS 2 am G Patten L Page G Lake  

BIRTHDAY   pm        

  7 am R Struyck R Carswell J Wagner  

    pm      

  8 am T Prentice I Woodfield D Belcher  

    pm        

  14 am K Pillai R Burns R Carswell  

    pm        

  15 am E McPherson D Todd P Thorpe  

    pm        

  21 am J Pote S Wallace C Rook  

    pm        

  22 am R Whitby P Thorpe J Wagner  

    pm        

  28 am K Bhashyam P Coveney G Lake  

    pm        

  29 am K Boyes I Woodfield D Belcher Mid winter  

    pm       Dinner 

JULY 5 am K Bridges L Page R Carswell  

    pm        

  6 am S Foreman A McKay P Thorpe  

    pm        

  12 am R Forster R Carswell C Rook  

    pm        

  13 am D Foxcroft R Burns J Wagner  

    pm        

  19 am G Healey D Todd D Belcher  

    pm        

  20 am B Hocking P Thorpe G Lake  

    pm        

  26 am I O'Keefe P Coveney P Thorpe  

    pm        

  27 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  

    pm        

 


