
WARM AIR 13 Dec 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Steve Wallace     Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Craig Rook 

                              Duty Pilot: Tony Prentice 

Sunday    Instructing: Ray Burns 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Rudolph Struyck 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Instructor Lionel Page tells his story 

Crummy forecast - drizzle and low clouds. The Airforce had given us plenty of warning that we would be 

grounded for the arrival of Santa in a Helo. I started early as I had a friend I wanted to take up for a flight, 

how the weather ensured that we remained firmly on the ground while we waited for the parachutists to fly 

up and down trying to get sufficient height to do a drop into the Christmas party. 

 

Eventually the low cloud beat them down and they had to give up - as soon as they landed, a great big blue hole 

appeared over the drop zone - go figure!   It was then close to 12 o'clock - so no point in launching before we 

would be grounded. Finally took off once the grounding was lifted - and managed to find a nice gap in the 

clouds to climb to 2,500ft. My passenger certainly enjoyed the experience!   Soon the clouds lifted and the 

thermals started to pop off and the fleet got airborne. Myself with David Grey getting back into the swing of 

things. Tony, Ian, Roy and Gary took the singles (and twin) for an airing. (Sorry if I missed anyone)   Ian 

tested out his 

newly acquired parachute (acting as a cushion, not as a parachute).  

 

Ivor brought IV back from its annuals but is stayed in its trailer as GON has Creepy's place in the hangar.... 

let the games begin!!!! (Or can we squeeze IV in as well?)  



 

All down and packed away by 5pm when the lift seemed to dissipate anyway.   

Another great day's flying. 

 

SUNDAY  

 

A nice day with a promising sky, and a 15knot breeze with a bit of southerly crosswind component on grass 26. 

It was approaching midday before the first flight got underway. Rudolf Struyck launched in the PW5 and had 

a most successful sortie achieving 64 minutes. 

 

First flight for the twin was with Jack Foot to 

hopefully take advantage the lift to exercise 

thermaling technique.  Another good flight, but 

found we both had to work hard to make any 

headway. However, 43 minutes flown with Jack 

handling the flight well. 

 

New member Matt Ledger is making great 

progress too, doing his first take-off, and flying the 

complete tow right up to the release.  Plenty of low level 

turbulence kept the flight interesting, but diligence to the 

task achieved a satisfying grin from Matt. 

 

A new local resident arrived to see what this gliding stuff 

was all about, and frequently instructors make an 

assumption, that all 'first timers' don't know much about 

aeroplanes.  Well, fortunately I 'hooked in' to the fact 

that this trial flighter, was indeed very familiar with 

aeroplanes.... you see, Alex Hood flies Boeing 777's for a 

living!    We enjoyed the flight with Alex flying a big chunk 

of the 30 minutes aloft.  We hope to see you back here 

Alex. 

The final flight for the twin was another with Matt.  Good 

achievements made, including a 1000 ft climb with Matt on 

the controls. 

 

Other flights for the singles reported conditions as good - but had to be worked all the time.  Roy Whitby 

achieved 31 minutes in GMP.  Gary Patten 37 minutes - also in GMP.   But the longest flight for the day was by 

Tony Prentice flying the PW5 with 82 minutes.  Well done - your shout Tony.  In all, 8 launches made.  Thanks 

to our helpers - duty pilot Jonathan Pote, Neville Swan, and towie Peter Thorpe. 

The customary 'meeting in the hangar' took place after all the stuff was put away. 



NORTHERN REGIONALS 

 

Two and a half club members ventured to the Northern Regionals.  Steve Wallace and Steve Foreman 

contested the 15m standard class while Nathan Graves decided to do some of the club class tasks post the 

cross country course.  Steve Wallace fended off strong challenges from Tim Bromhead and David Moody to 

win the 15 meter class while our very own Hawkeye came in the middle of the field in the normal contest but 

gave a strong performance in the landout contest with a landout on 3 out of 5 tasks.    

 

The other Steve, the Hawkeye of landout fame had promised the good oil for Warm Air.  Alas, emboldened by 

the news Jonathan Pote has snatched away the Pugsy, decided he was very busy with this stuff called "work".  

Some twaddle about catching up at work after a week away entertaining various farmers.....and a little bit of 

gliding. 

 

Word on the street suggests Jonathan has been flying his newly acquired Ka6 (what another one, are these 

things breeding or something).  Apparently it does fit in a farmer's paddock. 

15-meter 

 

# Total CN Pilot Team Glider 1 2 3 4 5 

1. 4391 GKT Steve Wallace Aviation Sports Mosquito 
2 

(994) 

1 

(409) 

2 

(988) 

1 

(1000) 

1 

(1000)          

2. 3878 GRS Tim Bromhead Piako ASW 20 
1 

(1000) 

4 

(315) 

1 

(1000) 

4 

(844) 

5 

(719)          

3. 3532 GCS David Moody Auckland Discus CS 
3 

(940) 

3 

(375) 

3 

(958) 

7 

(600) 

7 

(659)          

4. 2507 GKM Maurice Weaver Tauranga LS4 
4 

(324) 

2 

(399) 

7 

(411) 

10 

(382) 

2 

(991)          

5. 2382 GLK Peter Himmel Auckland LS3 
6 

(295) 

5 

(217) 

8 

(391) 

5 

(802) 

6 

(677)          

6. 2104 GPV John Bayliss Auckland Discus B 
11 

(0) 

9 

(37) 

6 

(441) 

2 

(875) 

4 

(751)          

7. 2076 GNM Trace Austin Taupo Discus CS 
5 

(300) 

7 

(54) 

10 

(319) 

3 

(856) 

8 

(547)          

8. 1957 GWC Roy Innes Auckland LS6c 
9 

(266) 

11 

(25) 

9 

(372) 

8 

(494) 

3 

(800)          

9. 1666 GKP Steve Foreman Aviation Sports ls4 
7 

(293) 

6 

(55) 

4 

(455) 

9 

(425) 

9 

(438)          

10. 913 GXP Neil Raymond Piako Discus b 
10 

(109) 

10 

(31) 

12 

(7) 

6 

(766) 

11 

(0)          

11. 910 GLL Doug Henry Auckland LS3a 
8 

(281) 

7 

(54) 

5 

(453) 

11 

(0) 

10 

(122)          

12. 97 GYR Paul Ellison Tauranga ASW 20F 
11 

(0) 

12 

(0) 

11 

(97) 

11 

(0) 

11 

(0)          
 

Very well done Steve Wallace. 

 

AIRSPACE CHANGES  And one day we hope to get a day where we can ask for and get the new airspace....and 
be able to use it.   

The new airspace changes are effective this weekend.    Most important is that G158 and 159 are no-longer 

ours.  They are replaced with new numbers.  Where we would normally ask for 158 and 159 we should now be 

requesting 155 (Woodhill) , 154 (Whenuapai) and also 156 (Hobsonville).   These are all 2500 to 3500 ft.   The 

really good bit is G153 (Waitoki), 3500 to 4500ft that pretty much encompasses the boundaries of G151, 154, 

155 and 156.  In simple terms, once we get all the airspace open we will have Whenuapai North to the 30nm 

arc up to 4500ft coast to coast with the exception of the bits around Parakai and the Kaipara Harbour.  

beyond the 30nm arc we can go to 6500ft. 

A copy of the new chart is at the end of this newsletter. 



CHRISTMAS 

 

After much discussion we have decided to stay at home this Christmas, to fly from home and to take 

advantage of our new airspace.  We will fly most days of the holiday break and will aim to have an Instructor 

and Towie rostered on for each day...just to provide some certainty.   

TAILPIECE -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Club Class Nationals 2015 

January 21-31, 2015 

Auckland Gliding Club, Drury 
You’ll really enjoy our site: 

• Located at the foot of the Drury Hills, where 

the bush-clad slopes provide an early start to 

thermal activity 

• Just 2 glides to the early convergence along 

the Firth of Thames 

• Easy access to the Swamp and Kaimai Ridge 

takes you onto the edge of the Central Plateau for 

longer tasks 

• Convenient forest at Maramarua for evening 

thermals to get you home 

Or alternatively, try a different type of terrain: 

• Access the hill country West of the Waikato River without airspace worries 

• Pio Pio via back of Pirongia Mountain, 300 km out & return 

• Plenty of airstrips in the hills 

• How about “around Hamilton airspace”? 

And on the way home, either way, convergences set 

up to make your life interesting. 

Longest flight from our site:  Patrick Driessen, 730 

km FAI Triangle! 

Camping and Catering on site! 

Accommodation handy (lots of options) 

Plenty of “wet day” activities nearby 

 

Email:  clubclass@glidingauckland.co.nz with your enquiries; we already have a list of top class 

competitors to make this a serious contest.  Entries limited to 30 by size of airfield. 



 

 

 

 



Duty Roster for Nov, Dec, Jan 2014/2015 - Final 

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Nov 
1 K BHASHYAM R BURNS D BELCHER   

2 K BRIDGES R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
8 S FOREMAN L PAGE C ROOK   

9 R FORSTER P THORPE D BELCHER   

  
15 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE R CARSWELL   

16 G HEALEY I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

  
22 B HOCKING R BURNS G LAKE   

23 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL C ROOK   

  
29 T O'ROURKE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

30 G PATTEN P THORPE R CARSWELL   

Dec 
6 K PILLAI L PAGE P THORPE   

7 J POTE R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
13 T PRENTICE S WALLACE C ROOK   

14 R STRUYCK R BURNS D BELCHER   

  
20 M WARD P THORPE R CARSWELL   

21 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD R CARSWELL   

  
27 J FOOT R CARSWELL P THORPE   

28 N GRAVES S WALLACE D BELCHER   

Jan 
3 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL   

4 K BHASHYAM R BURNS G LAKE   

  
10 K BRIDGES P THORPE C ROOK   

11 S FOREMAN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

  
17 R FORSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE   

18 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE G LAKE   

Anniversary 

Weekend 

24 G HEALEY L PAGE R CARSWELL   

25 B HOCKING P THORPE C ROOK   

26 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

Jan/Feb 
31 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE   

1 G PATTEN R CARSWELL G LAKE   

 


