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THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Dave Todd 

  Towing: Graham Lake 
                              Duty Pilot Ivor Woodfield 
Sunday.     Instructing:  Andy McKay 

  Towing:  Andrew Sunde 
                              Duty Pilot Kris Bhashyam 

MEMBERS NEWS 

 
SATURDAY  “Ray of sunshine” Burns gets to do the report 

Ok, so I was wrong.  The weather was not as awful as predicted.  In fact, although there was no lift 
about we did quite a bit of good flying. 16 launches starting at 11:30; last landing at 17:07.  Ten 
different pilots. Two new members, one returning member, a test flight of GMP, done by Andy 
(thanks) and two type conversion (Steve 
and Gary) into GMP.  Whew! 

Steve Saunders arrived shortly after me 
and got the wheels in motion and was also 
first off the flight line.  He was followed 
(in no particular order) by Steve Foreman, 
David Grey, Jonathon Pote, Roy Whitby, 
Gary Patten, Graham Hodge and Andy 
McKay, the latter graciously did the flight 
test for MP which then enabled Gary and 
Steve to do their first flights under 
Andy’s tutelage.  Two strolls to the gate on 
separate occasions (Jonathon and I) 
resulted in two new members and a trial 
flight.  Shiv’ Singh and Phil Neely 
(apologies if I get the spelling wrong), so please make them welcome when you next meet them.  It 
was also good to see Thomas arrive and we also had a membership renewal from Lee Middleton. 

I had the great pleasure of joining Jonathon for the last flight of the day in which we were treated 
to the most stunning scenery of green fields with long shadows in the late afternoon sun and the 
most stunning cloud formations in the middle distance.  For what we lose in gliding opportunities we 
seem to be handsomely rewarded in scenery. 

 Longest flight honours going to Steve Foreman with 35 minutes in GVF. 

SUNDAY  Instructor Lionel Page does the honours 

 
Normal start with Jonathan meeting me at the gate and kindly getting the key. 9.30am saw still only 
Jonathan Pote and I slowly get the gliders and the rest of the equipment ready. Roy arrived shortly 
after that and things progressed a little quicker. Next was towie Rex Carswell with fuel for RDW 



after which we trundled the whole lot down to 08.  
 
Next was a lot of gas-bagging about aviation but no actual flying! A call from Graham Lake doing his 
duty pilot stint over at the power section had Rex and I taxi RDW over there to show some 
interested power pilots our little yellow peril. Then suddenly a call from Roy - they actually had a 
customer (turns out a new member Shiv Singh) who wanted to do what they have only been talking 
about! So back to the caravan to find Shiv thoroughly briefed by Neville Swan and ready to go for 
his first flight in a glider.   As with most youngsters he seemed totally at ease and handled the 
exercise well. Eventually Gary Patten, Roy Whitby, Jonathan and Steve Foreman started squabbling 
over VF and MP and there was some more really aviation taking place.   Another new member Philip 
Neely then joined and I took him for his first flight - again well handled.  
 
Gary seemed to please the lift gods and was seen zooming around at cloud base (and most 
importantly) NOT returning to the field. This encouraged all those still on the ground to scramble 
for an aircraft to join him. I took my youngest daughter for a quick sight seeing flight and Ray 
Burns took his son for a flight. With the lift still in evidence I took Philip up for what I hoped would 
be a soaring flight but turned out to be quite a struggle as I had obviously upset the said lift gods 
and it was slowly dying. Long landings for all the gliders saw us all packed away at 5pm.  
 
Another great winter gliding day! Thanks to all. 

MILESTONES  Gary Patten is finally allowed into GMP, 

Saturday.  After being robbed for so long by some bad adding, I finally got the opportunity to fly 
MP.   Andy gave me my brief and 
recommended speeds to fly. Having 
flown a couple of tail draggers before I 
knew what to expect on the take-off, 
and the landing speed was to be very 
safe.  The canopy was very dirty but I 
opted to go without the delay of 
cleaning, well it promptly fogged up and 
the take-off was rather visually 
impaired until around the hanger. I went 
to 3000ft agl and released, wheel up 
and down several times to get the feel. 
A few turns then eased it back for a 
stall 40, 39, 38, 37, still flying and not 
kiting, 35 indicated there we go.  I did 

trim, turns, comfortable speeds, hey! I’ve covered some distance, nice. I lower the undercarriage at 
1500 and proceed down Lucas  Creek turning back to go join downwind just before the golf course at 
1200, suddenly in lots of sink I opt to join late down wind. The recommended speed seems way to 
fast on finals, I try to bleed some off and flair just on 60kts a tad early, which would have seen me 
hanger landing. I ease on a little brake it helps, I try a whisper more ‘dam it’. A quick  close  softens 
the 1st touchdown, but probably helped the re-launch. Red tractor to the rescue. Then it was Steve 
Forman’s turn, I wonder if Andy told him the opposite. 



Sunday, my 150th flight.    I wasn’t going to come out, but heading back from work over the bridge 
the weather up the harbour looked flyable, so I went to see if they were there.   A small group 
which seemed to double within half an hour. The usual banter and sky watching and who’s done what, 
where, and how long, and who’s next. Seen I hadn’t planned to come out I wasn’t too concerned 
 about getting on a list, my only thoughts were it would be nice to land MP again, I’m sailing next 
Saturday and the weather doesn’t look too good for Sunday so why not. There was lots of “only if 
the field was five miles that way, or five miles this way” cloud streets, what had come through 
wasn’t up to much. But there was something brewing over Greenhithe, Schnapper Rock way, it was 
getting closer slowly.  

When my turn came I thought I might 
try that, it was upwind so getting back 
wouldn’t be a problem. Rex ever the 
master must have read my mind as we 
towed through it nearing 2000. Round we 
go, it’s now to my left. I release circle 
back around and into it, get centred, it’s 
weak and I’m really only holding zero. I 
work it and work it but can’t get settled, 
I can’t trim out like yesterday, and it’s 
noisy.  Nearly 20mins of this looking and 
listing, Rex goes through again 
underneath probably laughing to himself, 
finally the penny drops UNDERCARRIAGE! Up it comes and yesterday’s smooth machine returns 
allowing me to climb comfortably reaching cloud base. I increase my speed and open my circle 
happily holding height centred over Herald Is. I can see Ray in MW climb up in the next cloud to the 
east of me going a little higher than me I note to myself his cloud must be stronger, he flys to the 
prison then back ,and back to the prison again then looking rather small joins downwind. Now I have 
Jonathan with me in VF circling just below I get out the camera, he soon is up with me so camera 
away and I climb up again enjoying watching him go here and there. My cloud is slowly getting 
weaker so I open up my searching for better lift, I can see what looks like a very good option over 
Hobsonville. But keep being drawn to the east where Ray had been earlier, slowly losing height I can 
now see more clearly where I want to go, so push out east, it’s like a mini week convergence. I keep 
going until I feel a good push followed by the vario’s chirps and round I go in the elevator back to 
cloud base, now sharing the sky’s with Lionel in MW, he disappears for a while, then reappears 
coming in low from Hobsonville. Shortly we are joined By Steve F in VF dropped off above us by Rex. 
We have all slowly crept west with the cloud and you could see the clouds further east decaying, I’m 
a little thirsty and could do with a pee, but we’ve got MIV joining over head in 4 minutes. Now Lionel 
and I are near on 1500ft struggling to hold zero with Steve not much above. MIV calls 6 mile finals 
08 seal, then 3… now at 1400 I think time to peel out and join, only to be beaten by Lionel. At 1250 
I turn to join downwind putting the gear down then radio and sUrfb, landing better than Saturdays 
for a total time of 78mins.   

 QGP LECTURES 

The fourth of the series of QGP ground courses is this Thursday 9 Aug at 1900 (7pm).  This week it 
is Air Law with Peter Thorpe.   

Location is on Base in the education block behind the Hot Shots Cafeteria.  Arrangements have been 
made for access thru the gate.  The lectures will continue each Thursday evening until 30 August.  



Next week its Jonathan Pote taking Human factor.  The exams will be on the 23 August and the 
final week, 30 Aug, will be a radio course. 

PIAKO GLIDING CLUB (MATAMATA) PRE-SEASON BRIEFING  Their CFI Julian Mason writes: 

Hi All Glider Pilots,   Reminder notice to make sure you come along to the: 2012 Preseason Briefing  
10.00am Saturday 8th September 2012,  with repeat of briefing at 11.00 Wednesday 12th 
September 2012,   Gliding Clubhouse, Matamata Airfield   

To be followed by a free lunch at 12.00 (Saturday only, no free lunch on Wednesday) and club flying 
in the afternoon. 

Not compulsory for us to attend and we will get a similar brief for those who go down Labour 
weekend. 

JOHN, TODD AND PHIL AT OSHKOSH  John 
O’hara sent this report 
 
Todd and I were at Oshkosh last week along with 
ex club member Phil Southerden. I thought you 
might like some photos for warm air as it’s 
something that everyone should see at least once 
in their lifetime. 
 
The show runs for a week there are around 
10,000 or so aircraft that fly in and around 
500,000 people attend. Aircraft range from the 
C5 Galaxy down to homebuilt aircraft and helicopters. Some highlights this year,  

 
Tora, Tora, Tora airfield attack, the aircraft from 
the movie, are a formation team that have been 
flying and performing for 40 years. B29 Airfield 
attack with the navigator of theHiroshima attack 
on board. B25 airfield attack with Doolittles CoPilot 
on board. Shell Aerobatic team, 4 ship harvard 
formation performing close formation aerobatics, 
at night, with pyro and strobes. Gene Soucy, low 

level aerobatics, with a fly by under a ribbon 
supported by poles 22 ft above the ground 
and a second run cutting the ribbons, first 
with left wing, second with right and third 
(inverted) with the rudder (22 ft above 
ground!). P38 Lightening recovered from 
50ft under ice in a glacier and now flying and 
a Cub landing on a moving pick up truck and 
finally an outstanding display by the good old 
made in NZ PAC750 with a no brake 120m 



short landing (full reverse on touchdown). 

 

 

 

 

 



 



LIBELLE SHARE FOR SALE 

Terry Dagnin’s share in Libelle 201B GIV is 
up for sale.  GIV has done a touch under 
3000hrs and had some 1540 aerotows.  
There are two other partners.  She has a 
Borgelt vario, winter vario airspeed, 
altimeter and compass, radio and 
transponder.  

Ill health prevents Terry flying solo again 
so his share is available.  He is open to 
offers.  Call him on 021 181 5664.  See 
Graham or Ivor for more information. 

 

LS-4a ZK-GKP FOR SALE Peter Coveney 
has his LS-4A up for sale: 

This is a really good example of one of the 
nicest gliders to fly. KP comes with a Colibri 
secure logger , the latest Borgelt, B500 
vario and B2500 glide computer, 
combination worth over $7000. The trailer 
is a clam shell type Komet which makes 
rigging and derigging a breeze. Great value 
at $55,000. Currently located at 
Whenuapai. Contact Peter Coveney at 
petercove@ihug.co.nz or phone 021 

02251470. 

 
 
See you at the field 
 

WARM AIR                       

 
 
Gary Patten found these in a garden alongside our 
strip…does this mean its spring? 
 

 
 

 
 

NEW PART ROSTER BELOW 



 
DUTY ROSTER FOR AUG/SEP/OCT 2012 V2 

            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

  4 am R Thomson L Page R Carswell 
AUGUST   pm       

  5 am R Whitby R Burns R Carswell 

    pm       

  11 am I Woodfield D Todd G Lake 
    pm       

  12 am K Bhashyam A MacKay A Sunde 
    pm        

  18 am J Deetlefs S Wallace R Carswell 
    pm       

  19 am S Foreman L Page G Lake 
    pm       

  25 am D Foxcroft R Carswell A Sunde 
    pm       

  26 am D Grey R Burns C Rook 
    pm       

  1 am J Harkness P Coveney R Carswell 
SEPTEMBER   pm       

  2 am B Hocking A MacKay P Thorpe 

    pm       

  8 am G Hodge L Page M Oliver 
    pm       

  9 am B Mawhinney P Thorpe G Lake 
    pm       

  15 am E McPherson S Wallace A Sunde 

    pm       

  16 am T O'Rourke R Burns C Rook 
  pm       

  22 am G Patten P Coveney P Thorpe 
    pm       

  23 am K Pillai A MacKay M Oliver 

    pm       

  29 am J Pote L Page G Lake 
    pm       

30 am F Retief D Todd A Sunde 
    pm       

  6 am G Rosenfeldt S Wallace C Rook 
OCTOBER   pm       

  7 am S Saunders R Burns P Thorpe 

    pm       

  13 am R Struyck P Coveney M Oliver 
    pm       

  14 am R Thomson R Carswell G Lake 
    pm       

  20 am R Whitby R Burns A Sunde 
LABOUR   pm       

  21 am I Woodfield Wallace/Page/Burns P Thorpe 
WEEKEND   pm       

  22 am K Bhashyam P Thorpe C Rook 
    pm       

  27 am J Deetlefs P Thorpe R Carswell 
    pm       

  28 am S Foreman A MacKay M Oliver 
    pm       

 
 


