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Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday    Instructing: Ray Burns                      Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 

                              Duty Pilot: Kishan Bhashyam  

Sunday    Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Graham Lake 

                              Duty Pilot: Karl Bridges 

 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY  Towie Peter Thorpe starts us off 

 Saturday was a brilliant clear morning so the aerotow from Whenuapai to Matamata would be a breeze.  We 

met at 0800 and quickly prepped the tow plane and MW while Warm Air finished loading the trailer with all 

the odds and sods needed plus my luggage and then departed leaving Rex to see the aircraft away.  We had to 

trek to 08 for the launch but with Ivor and Nathan aboard MW we were off at 0911 heading for the harbour 

bridge.  Apart from a stiff head wind the trip down was uneventful and we duly arrived outside the Piako club 

rooms at around 1040 well in time for the briefing from Piako CFI Julian Mason scheduled for 1100.  Most of 

our club members were already on site and were finishing rigging the singles so we were able to commence 

flying almost immediately after the briefing. 

  

Flying started on runway 10 and I found the 

grass, although cut short, was very dense and 

getting the glider combination moving was 

rather sluggish.  From a tow plane flying 

technique perspective it was necessary to 

get the nose wheel off the ground as early as 

possible to reduce wheel drag and this also 

had the effect of increasing the angle of 

attack so that lift off was earlier.  The same 

technique was also good for the glider.  

Flying proceeded without problem until later 

in the afternoon when a tail wind developed 

and while there was some procrastination 

about whether to change ends, the decision 

was quickly made when Neville Swan landed in 

his Silent in about 7 knots of tail wind and 

unfortunately ground looped.  A lesson for all 

and a reminder that we should advise 

airborne traffic of adverse wind conditions 

and as pilots we should check the wind sock 

on every approach, especially if we have been 

airborne for some time.  We did then change 

ends and finished the day with a very pleasant dinner in town after 16 launches including two Piako gliders. 

 

Instructor Ivor Woodfield adds much detail:  The sun was shining brightly in an all blue sky when I arrived at 
the base gate early to find that Graham had already collected the key, so it was straight round to the club 

gate where I was dropped off around 8am. Graham was already there, as was Nathan, and we were very 



shortly joined by Peter, who was towing, Rex, who had kindly offered to launch us and then lock up the base 

and return the key, and Christina, who was travelling down with Graham.   We got out RDW and GMW and 

checked them over thoroughly, ready for the flight to Matamata. We also got the remaining bits into GMWs 

trailer and our bags into Graham's car, as Graham was taking it all with him to Matamata. We then had a final 

briefing from Peter, who also provided useful sheets listing all the frequency changes we would need to be 

making during the flight, and put on lifejackets as there was to be some coastal flying.  The wind was from the 

south, and favouring 08, so we took GMW down the field while Peter drove the towplane down to join us. We 

hooked up, and with Rex's help were airborne by 

9.15. 

 

The flight down was quite impressive, with Nathan 

doing most of the flying, as well as picking out 

several suitable paddocks along the way, and doing 

the various radio changes. The sky remained very 

blue which made for some very clear views, and 

although the wind was light, the fact that it was 

coming up the country and over several sets of hills 

made for quite a bumpy ride at times. As we 

approached 'the swamp' in particular we found 

ourselves being thrown about somewhat behind the 

towplane. Throughout the flight we had been 

looking for any wind direction indicators, and there 

were very few. No cloud so no moving shadows, no 

waves or whitecaps, no long wavy grass or tree movements to speak of, and no smoke. In the entire 80 minute 

journey we only saw one fire. Fortunately once we got overhead the field there were windsocks, and after 

releasing and settling down we joined downwind for 10 and touched down just south of the clubhouse. Parking 

the twin on the side of the field 

we were just in time for the 

briefing. 

 

Following a thorough briefing we 

all got ourselves and the gliders 

ready for a day's flying. The 

promise of good thermals to 

6000' had several of the locals 

out as well, the launch area was 

soon crowded and both towplanes 

got busy. First ASC flight away 

at around 1230 was Graham Lake 

doing a BFR with Ray Burns. 

Having climbed to 2500' the twin 

was seen to perform a full spin, 

followed by several other 

exercises, returning to the field 

a mere 13 minutes after launch. 

The final exercise was an open 

brake landing which resulted in a steep and successful return low over the clubhouse to a landing across from 

the caravan. (only once Burn's paw came away from the brake lever) 
 

Neville was next away in SWN. He was to have a good three hour flight, with thermals building up steadily 

during the afternoon. Next up in the twin was Kishan for a familiarisation flight, and following us in quick 

succession, Hawkeye, Dave Foxcroft, Graham, Ray and Tony all got away singles, with everyone except 

Hawkeye getting over an hour in the air .. Ray and Graham managing over two. 

 



Next up in the twin was Christina, wanting to gain familiarity with the area as well as getting airtime in the 

twin. She showed her familiarity with the sport, thermalling well and gaining good height from early in the 

flight. We had a great flight checking out the area and only came down because our time was up. While 

Christina picked a good circuit we arrived at the start of finals close and had longer than expected landing 

roll. On getting out of the glider the reason was clear .. a definite tail wind was developing. Unfortunately 

before a direction change was called a couple more pilots were caught out, with Neville being spun around by 

the firm tailwind at the end 

of his land roll. 

 

During this time Hawkeye 

had gone back up in KP, this 

time getting nearly 2 hours 

and some good distance, and 

Derry was up in MR. Also 

both Jonathon and Nathan 

were airborne, in MP and VF 

respectively. Following the 

change of ends at around 

1630 only ASC gliders were 

left wanting to fly. Kishan 

went up into a gradually 

dying sky in MP, and then 

Gary went up with Jack. 

Both had good flights even 

though the thermals were 

now harder to find.   Final 

flight of the day was David 

Grey who showed good skills staying aloft and even more when, having been caught out low on the traffic side 

he had to plan a non-standard approach and ended up with a very 'busy' approach. Despite that, he 

demonstrated a good 'long' approach and a text-book landing, stopping across from the clubhouse as planned. 

 

There was then a final flurry of activity as gliders were picketed down, batteries were put on charge and 

everything was set ready for the next day. Then following an appropriate sponsoring of the club bar, people 

dispersed to various places for dinner. All in all a total of 1144 minutes, or over 19hrs, were flown by club 

gliders over 17 flights. A great start to the Matamata camp. 

 

SUNDAY  Instructor, Peter Thorpe gets first start here too 
 

The first task on Sunday was for our new CFI 

to conduct my BFR.  Ray had received a very 

detailed briefing from Steve Care on how to 

be a good CFI so he was well prepared.  Rex 

had driven down to be tow pilot for the day so 

we climbed to 3000ft for the spin and found 

that with Ray in the front seat MW took to 

spinning like a pro.  In fact she tucked under 

and entered a fully developed spin that 

surprised me a little in that releasing the 

back pressure on the stick was not enough to 

stop the spin and I had to push forward quite 

firmly before the nose pitched down and 

unstalled the wing.  By then we had completed 

two full turns and Ray admitted he was 

beginning to wonder what I was doing as he 

had briefed a one turn spin.  We completed the rest of the BFR without drama but there is a message for us 



all regarding spinning.  I am reasonably experienced but the high stick forces needed to recover from the spin 

surprised me.  Remember the standard spin recovery procedure and apply it all.  Ensure you have full opposite 

rudder applied and keep pushing forward on the stick until the spin stops. 

  

It was a ridge day so most of our pilots had a session on the Kaimais either in the Twin or in a single.  Jack 

and I spent a pleasant hour flying between the high point and the golf ball although others were more  

 

adventurous and went down to Te Aroha.  Some were hopeful of a height gain but I am not aware that anyone 

was successful.  A runway change to 22 meant we were flying into wind and although the runway is shorter 

this did not cause any problems, apart from the freezing cold wind.  The evening meal was to be another Jan 

Mace special so we did not 

want to be late but Gary 

and Jonathan went off to 

the ridge at about 1630 

while Lionel was hoping to 

take Leona for a fly before 

dinner.  After an hour with 

no sign of MW and nothing 

heard on the radio we 

began making repeated 

radio calls but nothing was 

heard and we became a 

little concerned.  Ray went 

off to talk to the Piako 

guys about possible over 

due glider action while the 

rest of us peered towards 

the hills.  After another 

20 mins, sharp eyed 

Christina said she could 

see a glider approaching 

and soon after MW arrived back safe and sound.  The guilty duo swore they had made all the right radio calls 

and we could hear them in the circuit but it seems likely there was a radio receiver problem that we have yet 

to investigate because we quickly packed up and joined the rest of the rabble for another fabulous roast 

dinner from Jan and her helpers.  Eleven flights for the day. 

 

MONDAY   and first up for Monday..... its Peter Thorpe 
 

Monday dawned with an overcast sky and an ominous forecast for later in the day so an early decision was 

taken to derig MW and send RDW home alone while everyone else made the road trip.  Graham announced he 

There is gold at the end of the rainbow......puleeeeze 



had a cold or man flu coming on and was not fit to fly so I felt duty bound to help out J.  I notice it took less 
than a nanosecond to snatch the keys out of my hand.... 
 

A quick refuel and pre flight and I launched into a grey and not very nice looking sky.  There was mist and 

light drizzle at 

800 ft but once 

past the Waitoa 

dairy factory the 

cloud base lifted 

to 2500ft and 

apart from strong 

head winds and 

some associated 

turbulence around 

Orere Point it was 

a pleasant 1 hr 10 

min trip home in 

time for lunch.  A 

good club camp 

with several 

family groups and 

about 14 members 

attending.  

Instructor Ray 
Burns adds a 
detail or two:   It 
wouldn't be a 

Labour Weekend if it didn’t rain.  Whilst it didn’t quite rain in the morning it certainly wasn’t flyable.  Peter 

scuttled home in RDW before the Wx closed in any further.  The rest of the a/c were de-rigged and 

trailered.  I stayed on for the night and the family I took a trip to Tauranga for the afternoon to drop off my 

‘chute.  By the time we returned cloud base dropped to less than 1000’ over the Tauranga Rd. 

Once again thanks to all who made it a great weekend. 

OUR CHELLE IS LEAVING...SORT OF.... 

Thought it best that I pass on a message of heartfelt thanks to our generous and incredible club. As most of 

you will know, early last year I took a job which has seen me take off in leaps and bounds with my future. 

Coastguard is an incredible opportunity for me. Sadly though, my gliding has taken a back seat, in what has 

been 18 months of maximum 15 flights. I'm very rusty! As of March I was 19, so come the 1st of November I 

will no longer be a subsidised youth member. Because of the way my shifts work at Coastguard, I cannot 

justify the subscription at this time. There are thoughts that I may just pay subs over the summer period, or 

minutes only, but I will remain as a social member for the rest of the time.  

I'd like to thank the entire club (not just the instructors!) for supporting my training and mentoring me over 

the last nearly 5 years. I've enjoyed every minute of flying with you guys and it's been an absolutely 

unforgettable experience. Thank you for supporting not only my interest in flying, but also my family's 

interest; I know Dad especially will miss it just as much as I do. I will hopefully make it out over the summers 

to come, but if not we may stop by on a decent winters day too :)  

So not a goodbye forever, but just for now instead. Hopefully I'll hear a few of you on coastguard radio as 

the weather begins to warm up! 

May the weather gods always work in your favour ;) 

Hobsonville today 



MOSQUITO GKK  Andy McKay is seeking expressions of interest in a syndicate for this glider 
 
Mosquito GKK syndicate 

Andy Mackay keen – due diligence underway 

Kris Pillai interested – would prefer three-person syndicate 

Qualifications required for insurance: QGP plus 100hrs PIC, nil accidents in last 5yrs. 

Contact Andy or Kris. 

Auction expires 6 November 2014. 

TAILPIECE - GARY PATTEN'S TAKE ON THE WEEKEND 

Club - n – a group or association of people with common aims or interests 

Team – n – a group of people organized to work together 

The Matamata camps, for me over the years, seem to bring all of us together more as a club, and a team and 

set us up well for a smooth summer of soaring. 

It also is a great introduction for those that have never flown outside Whenuapai, that a gliding club 

anywhere is a group of people with common aims or interests.  I personally have been welcomed and treated 

with the same great manner that the Piako club has everywhere I have been in NZ.  When you then muck in 

and help out you soon find that we are all part of the same team as well in any club. 

Highlights for me were – Day 1 getting taken for a flight with Jack in the twin to give him a bit of area 

familiarisation. Day 2 a great ridge flight in MP in the morning, then being able to take Jonathan in the twin 

latter in the afternoon. To be followed by another Jan Mace dinner special. Day3 seeing how well the club had 

come together as a team for our early pack up. A few other points,  our dinners in town always full of laughter. 

A bit of history - the Eon Baby. Making someone’s day, by being able to get their tyre inflated so they too 

could enjoy the ridge. Having some time to act like a tourist in the rain and seeing some bits of NZ I would 

never have (cheers Roy). 

And thanks to all those in our gliding team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Duty Roster for Nov, Dec, Jan 2014/2015 - Final 

Month Date Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot Notes 

Nov 
1 K BHASHYAM R BURNS D BELCHER   

2 K BRIDGES R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
8 S FOREMAN L PAGE C ROOK   

9 R FORSTER P THORPE D BELCHER   

  
15 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE R CARSWELL   

16 G HEALEY I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

  
22 B HOCKING R BURNS G LAKE   

23 I O'KEEFE R CARSWELL C ROOK   

  
29 T O'ROURKE L PAGE D BELCHER   

30 G PATTEN P THORPE R CARSWELL   

Dec 
6 K PILLAI I WOODFIELD P THORPE   

7 J POTE R CARSWELL G LAKE   

  
13 T PRENTICE S WALLACE C ROOK   

14 R STRUYCK R BURNS D BELCHER   

  
20 M WARD P THORPE R CARSWELL   

21 R WHITBY I WOODFIELD G LAKE   

  
27 J FOOT R CARSWELL P THORPE   

28 N GRAVES S WALLACE D BELCHER   

Jan 
3 E MCPHERSON L PAGE R CARSWELL   

4 K BHASHYAM R BURNS G LAKE   

  
10 K BRIDGES P THORPE C ROOK   

11 S FOREMAN I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

  
17 R FORSTER R CARSWELL P THORPE   

18 D FOXCROFT S WALLACE G LAKE   

Anniversary 

Weekend 

24 G HEALEY L PAGE R CARSWELL   

25 B HOCKING P THORPE C ROOK   

26 I O'KEEFE I WOODFIELD D BELCHER   

Jan/Feb 
31 T O'ROURKE R BURNS P THORPE   

1 G PATTEN R CARSWELL G LAKE   

 


