
WARM AIR 1 Mar 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Peter Coveney                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 
                              Duty Pilot: Rudolph Struyck 
Sunday.     Instructing: Ivor Woodfield 

  Towing: Rex Carswell 
                              Duty Pilot: Roy Whitby 

SUNDAY - DERIG THE FLEET READY FOR DRURY 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Instructor Peter Thorpe manages a few words to explain his undeserved good fortune 

Saturday dawned with low cloud and drizzle so a quick call around soon had flying cancelled for the day.  Late 
in the afternoon it cleared nicely and Warm Air called to say he had just remembered there was ATC flying 
on Sunday and RDW was still at Parakai.  We agreed that it would be unfair for the Sunday team to have to 
retrieve it before an early start so we decided to go then.  A quick drive to Parakai and a very pleasant flight 
to WP in the sunshine and still air of the early evening with not another aircraft in the sky for me while Warm 
Air did all the driving.  No doubt there will be pay back one day. 
 

SUNDAY  Instructor Davis Todd has first crack 
 
Whilst Ian O'Keefe and Steve Foreman were hoping for a coast 
run Sunday it was not to be.  Plenty of wind strength at an 
estimated 17-22 knots at WP and Auckland ATIS reports of up to 
40 knot gust at Manukau but just a bit too far round to the south 
by 15 degrees. 
 
This did mean we had an excellent day for cross wind practice 
however most of this glider crosswind practice was for me as 
instructor with 9 Cadets who were keen to go from 9.00am.   
 
After the Cadets flying was over Ian and Steve flew for about an 
hour in MW with various photographic equipment while IVor flew 
IV.  (Word on the street is Hawkeye and  Eddie the eagle's radio 
request for Ivor to thermal to the left had nothing to do with 
best photo positions.  It was simply a ruse to have him fly in sink 
so they could claim the longest.   And did they produce any 
photos.....No.)   Ray and son Matthew for another blast in MW 
then finally Karl taking on the roughest and strongest wind in the 
last flight of the day. 
 
Towie Derry Belcher adds just a touch of detail:  Thanks to Peter 
T and Graham L for retrieving the towplane from Parakai late 
Saturday, and after washing all the glued-on lawn clippings off the 
cowling, nose gear assembly and propeller, (ed - can you ask Bryn 
to use a lawn mower and not RDW to cut his airfield's hay next time?) it was just a simple matter of giving it 
a double nip (two containers) of go-juice before commencing ops on runway 26. 
 



Weather for the day was not 
forecast to be very pleasant, 
with quite strong SW winds to 
test everyone's cross-wind 
technique.  The WP ATIS was 
saying 10 kts / gusting 20 early 
on but it was later in the day as 
the wind veered more 
westerly that strong lift mixed 
with mechanical 
turbulence caused some 
interesting moments on tow, and 
even on let-down about circuit 
height the poor towplane hit 
negative g bumps sufficient for 
the flight manual to solidly hit 
the roof. 
Everything went to plan with the 
cadets all getting a good taste of 

being bounced around and then Ian O and Steve Forman decided to take a flight in MW as the wind was not 
co-operating with their wishes for a west coast trip in the single-seaters.  Ivor also took to the air in his 
Libelle and had a good flight. 
The tower was on duty from 11:00 
through to about 12:30 and  at one 
stage was nearly over-run with 
aircraft movements but managed to 
keep control - very well done to the 
man! 
 
After Ian and Steve, Ray and his son 
Mathew took a flight, and the last 
flight of the day was Karl Bridges 
with David T, successfully proving 
that conditions were very marginal 
for training, and in fact they 
came very close to being cast adrift 
from the towplane as I was not in the 
least bit interested in another 
occurrence like what happened down 
south.    I would sum it all up by 
saying a successful day but a sometimes testing one. 
 

VISIT TO DRURY  

 

We have been advised of military parachute operations 8 and 9 March that are highly likely to have an 
adverse  effect on our club activities.  No problem we will go someplace else.....Drury in fact.    
 
Bright and early on the morning of 8 March we need to gather at our hangar to aerotow our twin to Drury and 
take the rest by trailer.  This also means we need to derig on Sunday so we are ready to go.  We will also need 
our usual paraphelia, record sheets, tow ropes, picket gear, canopy covers,  batteries, chargers, radios, ballast 
plates, cushions, our big bat, towplane fuel, fuel filter.  We will come home on the evening of Sunday 9 March. 
 
The Auckland Club are planning to put on a BBQ Saturday Night.  They also have bunkrooms should anyone 
wish to stay over.   And they have a winch.........  Should be a good weekend. 
 

Pugsy handover, dont worry Jonathan, Hawkeye will soon have it back 



VISIT TO NORTH SHORE AERO CLUB 

 
JUMPSTART, The annual tandem parachute ride for CanTeen and disadvantaged kids is scheduled for the 
weekend of 5 April.  We will not be able to fly at home, NSAC are keen for a return visit so we are going 
there for Saturday....or Sunday if the WX is not good on Saturday.  We will aerotow the fleet over and back. 
 
YOUTH GLIDE CAMP AT MATAMATA 22 - 27 APR 14  Bill Mace, President of the Matamata Soaring 
Centre writes: 
 

The MSC is planning a Youth Glide Camp for the first week of the April school holidays starting with greeting 
on Easter Monday evening 22nd April and running to Sunday 27th April to be held at Matamata Aerodrome. 
Because of the amount of time and effort put in by the volunteers, it has been decided that it will only be 
held if there are at least 14 Youthglide pilots. Therefore, I need a strong indication of the number of Youth 
Glide pilots your club will be sending. 
 

• Last year's camp was a great success and so we will follow the same concept this year: 
• The camp will cater for all students not matter where they are at in their training. Right from ab-

initio or close to it to those that have their QGP.  
• The idea is that we will be able to progress them along in their training over the week.  

We are aiming for an instructor student ratio of 1:3 but may go to 1:4. 
• Ideally we would like them to have the same instructor all week if possible. 
• The ATC cadet training week runs the week after, so the twin gliders from neighbouring clubs will be 

required for that event also saving on ferrying costs. 
• We would like some parents to be staying at the camp to assist. 
• The age group is restricted to 14 to 25 year olds. Students under 16 will not be allowed to solo on the 

course. If they are up to that standard that can be undertaken at their home club. 
• As with the MSC Cross Country Course, the day will start with briefings and we will plan to fly late 

morning and afternoon as the weather dictates. 
 
As happened last year, the MSC will provide the training and the gliders through the member clubs. Details of 
the cost of gliders and aero tows have not been finalised, but we are anticipating costs of around $650 
including meals (apart from breakfast cereals), accommodation, and a flying allowance each day. 
 
As with other camps, work details will be shared out amongst the students regarding meal prep and clean up 
etc. along with glider prep and tying down etc. 
 
On line registrations and indemnity forms for under age pilots will need to be filled in and a deposit sent 
before the camp begins.  
 
As you will appreciate planning is in its infancy but the first thing is to find out how many are interested and I 
need that information as soon as possible. 
 
I have attached a notice and on it can be found links for on line registration, the information sheet, and the 
consent and release forms. 
 
Could you please promote the course in your club. 
 
Club Youth Members,  Interested??? should be a good week.  Contact Bill Mace directly or via Ray Burns 

 

  

 



 

Evening Sunday 21st to Sunday 28th April 2013 

Designed to advance pilots from all ranges of experience as far as possible in the week.  

Yes even ab-initio (as long as they have had a flight and are keen to carry on). 

There will be an extensive range of briefing subjects from A & B Certificate to advanced subjects 
as have been delivered to the Cross Country Courses. 

Please see your Club President, Secretary, or Youth Flying Coordinator for details or email direct to  

Bill Mace <wajvmace@gmail.com> 

Information Sheet, Registration, Consent, and Liability Release Forms can be got here. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/f2o0sgzlhqqlynm/GTXxL_dWXI/YG%20info%202013%20%26%20Co
nsent%20Form.doc 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open to GNZ Club members  

15 to 25 year olds. 

MATAMATA SOARING 
CENTRE YOUTHGLIDE 

CAMP,  

MATAMATA. 



DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final  

             

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot  

  1 am K Bridges I Woodfield C Rook  
FEBRUARY   pm        

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe  
    pm        

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher  
DAY   pm        

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell  
    pm         
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe  
    pm        
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney D Belcher  
    pm        

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake Drury 
    pm        

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe Drury 
    pm        
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook  
    pm        

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher  
    pm        

  22 am S Foreman R Burns J Wagner  
    pm        

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake  
    pm        

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell  
    pm        
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe  
    pm        

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook Jumpstart 
    pm       NSAC 
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher Jumpstart  
    pm       Alternate 
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  13 am T Prentice A MacKay G Lake 30 Sqn ATC 
    pm        
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell  
    pm        

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe  
WEEKEND   pm        

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook  
    pm        
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher  
    pm        

ANZAC 25 am K Bridges D Todd C Rook  
DAY   pm        

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner  
    pm        
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake  
    pm        

 


