
WARM AIR 1 Feb 14 
Aviation Sports Club Gliding Newsletter 

THIS WEEKEND:         Club Cellphone 021 745 433 www.ascgliding.org 
Saturday.     Instructing: Ivor Woodfield                       Bank Acct 38-9014-0625483-000 

  Towing: Craig Rook 
                              Duty Pilot: Karl Bridges 
Sunday.     Instructing: Rex Carswell 

  Towing: Peter Thorpe 
                              Duty Pilot: Ben Hocking 
Thursday.     Instructing: Andy McKay 

  Towing: Derry Belcher 
                              Duty Pilot: Ian O'Keefe 

MEMBERS NEWS 

SATURDAY Instructor Steve Wallace starts us off 

Saturday morning Lionel Page collected the key and base radio as there was work to be done on his glider. 
Much brushing off of cobwebs and a serious investigation of the non-cooperating electronics. With any luck 
and in exchange for the appropriate amount of cash we hope to see ON back in the air real soon. As well as 
attending to his own gliders needs Lionel also managed to give the wings of MW a good polish with a bit of 

coopted help so MW was looking quite spick and span by 
the time she got to the 08 end ready for the first 
flight of the day. The mornings gas-bagging seemed to 
have done the trick and by first launch at 1139hrs 
sufficient hot air had been produced for the sky to be 
well underway. Hawkeye Foreman in KP and Captain 
O¹Keefe in MP were first away with thoughts of 
testing the sky to see how far North the day might 
take them. The 15kt easterly meant there was no 
chance of a convergence but it did help organise the 
thermals into long streets east/west streets. The air 

was indeed very bouyant with some nice 
strong thermals, although in many places 
the combination of the strong wind and 
marine origin was doing a good job of 
chopping them up and making them harder 
to work than one would have hoped for. As 
it turned out a bad battery in KP meant the 
intrepid duo didn¹t go too far north and 
were back an hour and a half later. 
 
First launch in MW was Thomas O¹Rourke 
with instructor Steve. Great to see Thomas 
back and dusting off his wings. A nice 47 
minute thermal flight north of Riverhead 
was a great start with respect to polishing out some of the rusty bits for Thomas and with a bit more circuit 
work Thomas will be back up to speed again in no time. Next up was Dusty Miller, a glider pilot visiting for the 
summer from the UK. Dusty also had great fun with a flight to the north and a good go at sampling some of 
our New Zealand northland thermals. Graham Lake then took the "creepy" Libelle (quote of the week from 



Steve's son, Fraser on seeing the Libelle..."thats the creepiest glider I have ever seen")  for a quick test 
circuit before disappearing into the skies for two hours. He was last seen marking thermals for hawks and the 
twin somewhere overhead Riverhead forest. Ivor was allowed a go later in the day and in our own single MP, 

Roy, Tony P and Gary P all got time in the air. 
 
MW got in trial flights for Will Kikichi from RNZAF 
avionics, Leonard Bridges (Karl's dad) and Allan 
Beachley a power pilot friend of Genny Healey's. Karl 
Bridges also got in a general practice flight in MW. 
So 15 flights all up for the day resulting in 11hrs of 
glider time on what was really a very boisterious mid 
summers easterly day that was certainly a handful 
for all those who got into the air. 
 
Towie Peter Thorpe adds... A warm sunny day but a 
bit breezy with the ATIS saying 040/15 on the 

ground.  The tower was on watch with runway 03 active so we were obliged to use 08 and accept a significant 
cross wind.  Visitor from UK Dusty Miller was back and helped me refill the fuel containers while the rest of 
the motley crew proceeded to the other end of the field.  First launch was at 1113 being Hawkeye testing the 
air in the fond hope of going to Kaikohe (not).  Conditions were very rough at low level with some interesting 
turbulence when passing the hangar and this continued to 1500ft and above.  Not such good conditions for 
newbies but we had several who braved the conditions.  Thomas, Dusty and Karl were the only other  
contenders for the Twin but there was lots of activity by the singles, MP making 4 sorties, IV 3 and KP 2.  
Dusty accompanied me for some aero tows to see the difference from the B757 he used to fly.  The 
controllers were very obliging and allowed us to 
keep operating even though a B757 was engine 
running on the 08 threshold, fortunately the 
cross wind ensured the jet efflux was directed 
well away from our approach path.  Another 
visitor dropped by, this time from the Auckland 
Gliding Club in the shape of Gerard Robertson 
who expressed interest in doing some flying 
with us as he would like to explore the air space 
to the north.  A good day for the tow pilot as 
we did 15 launches although the glider pilots 
were not quite so enthused because there was 
some horrendous sink in places.  A beer at the 
end of the day soon cheered them up. 
  
SUNDAY  Yesterday Towie, today instructor...tomorrow?????  Peter Thorpe reports 
 
Another windy morning with the ATIs reporting 28kts at 2000ft and still coming from the north east.  The 
forecast was for rain and having experienced the turbulence on Saturday, after talking to Rex, I decided to 
cancel flying for the day.  Of course the rain did not eventuate until I was walking the dogs at around 1800 
but the cloud base was a bit low all day and the wind remained strong so it was probably the correct decision. 
  
PS.  Sorry I left RDW empty of fuel and unwashed – I was distracted by Gerard and forgot but would have 
fixed it on Sunday morning if we had flown. 
 
MONDAY  Instructor Lionel Page gets the crayons first 
 
Arrived nice and early, collected that keys and radio - only military movement - a returning 757 early evening 
so nothing to worry about.   Wind was a good 90 degree cross fluctuation from 26 to 08 and fairly strong.  
 



Tony arrived soon afterwards, followed by the large contingent - Neville, Rudolf, Ivor, Graham (as towie), 
Steve Foreman, Thomas but no-one willing to brave the conditions. (To be honest - I was not too keen to fly 
either!)  
 
Lots of hangar flying was done until just after 12 we decided to give it away and go home to a list of chores 
and hopefully some brownie points. 
 
Towie Graham Lake continues:  Lots of people, lots of talking, big fat cross wind, high overcast killing any lift 
and the wind sock showing as much tailwind as headwind.  Yeah perfect, let's set up.  Nobody moved.   OK 
perhaps the odd little job on the gliders.  Graham had found a nice self adhesive P shaped seal at Mitre 10 
that seemed just the thing to seal the noisy gaps in the Libelle.  Roy Whitby took one look and decided this 
would be perfect for the front of MPs canopy and promptly stole the whole roll. Eventually he shared and 
both gliders now sport nice seals where we hope it makes a difference to the noise levels.  Ivor seemed none 
too keen to test out IV...maybe next week.  Wait, he is Duty Instructor next Saturday,  Warm Air  will have 
her all to himself. 
 
JUMPSTART 
 
The annual tandem parachute ride for CanTeen and disadvantaged kids is scheduled for the weekend of 5 
April.  Current thinking is we will go somewhere else, probably to Drury.  They are keen for us to visit and see 
our wee towplane. 
 
ACCIDENT STATS  
 
Steve Foreman found this report from the British Gliding Association covering Accidents in 2012.  While I 
suspect most are in UK at least one was in Australia and one sounds a lot like an accident that happen here in 
NZ..  Well worth having a look by following the link below. 
 
http://www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfo/documents/accidentreview2012web.pdf 
 
This is all very pertinent stuff to all of us on how easily stuff can go wrong.  Have a good careful read. 
 
TAILPIECE 
 
Very well done to the two controllers who were rostered on Saturday, Cliff in the morning and Jason in the 
afternoon.  They went out of their way to keep us flying and controlled things very well.  Thanks guys.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Roster 
Below 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DUTY ROSTER FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH, APRIL 2014 Final 

            

Month Date Time Duty Pilot Instructor Tow Pilot 

  1 am G Healey I Woodfield C Rook 
FEBRUARY   pm       

  2 am B Hocking R Carswell P Thorpe 
    pm       

WAITANGI 6 am I O'Keefe A MacKay D Belcher 
DAY   pm       

  8 am T O'Rourke R Burns J Wagner 
    pm       
  9 am G Patten L Page R Carswell 
    pm        
  15 am K Pillai P Thorpe G Lake 
    pm       
  16 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook 
    pm       
  22 am J Pote S Wallace P Thorpe 
    pm       
  23 am T Prentice D Todd D Belcher 
    pm       

MARCH 1 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       

  2 am R Whitby I Woodfield R Carswell 
    pm       
  8 am E McPherson S Wallace G Lake 
    pm       

  9 am C Hall R Burns P Thorpe 
    pm       
  15 am K Bhashyam L Page C Rook 
    pm       

  16 am K Boyes P Thorpe D Belcher 
    pm       

  22 am K Bridges R Burns J Wagner 
    pm       

  23 am S Foreman R Carswell G Lake 
    pm       

  29 am R Forster S Wallace R Carswell 
    pm       
  30 am D Foxcroft D Todd P Thorpe 
    pm       

APRIL 5 am G Healey P Thorpe C Rook 
    pm       
  6 am B Hocking R Burns D Belcher 
    pm       
  12 am I O'Keefe P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       
  13 am G Patten A MacKay G Lake 
    pm       
  18 am T O'Rourke I Woodfield R Carswell 
    pm       

EASTER 19 am K Pillai L Page P Thorpe 
WEEKEND   pm       

  20 am R Pitt R Carswell C Rook 
    pm       
  21 am J Pote S Wallace D Belcher 
    pm       

ANZAC 25 am T Prentice D Todd C Rook 
DAY   pm       

  26 am R Struyck P Coveney J Wagner 
    pm       
  27 am R Whitby P Thorpe G Lake 
    pm       

 


